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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 


===== We Welcome Consignments! ===== 

Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 


Autographs 


Stocks & Bonds 


Currency & Coins 


Diana Herzog 
Nuel Somosa 

Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 

Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
= & for a FREE Brochure = 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 


26 Broadway, Suite 271 
New York, NY 10004 


FAX 212-908-4047 


NY 212-943-1880 
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«/4 Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

‘/ 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 
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Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have- 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the 
Virginia Numismatic Associat¬ 
ion, inc., is published six times 
per year. Articles and items 
for publication are welcomed 
and solicited. All six issues are 
mailed from Hampton, Va. at 
the Third Class Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure to 
send us your change of address. 

All VNA mail should be sent to 
the Sec: - Treas. / Editor: 

Jim Ruehrmund 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 
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1997 VNA CONVENTION 

The 1997 VNA Convention & Coin Show will be held Sat. 

& Sun., September 20-21, at the Tysons Westpark 
Hotel on Leesburg Pike in McLean, Va. 

A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Dear Hobbyists: 

I want to thank the members of VNA for having my family and me 
as guests at their breakfast. It was a great pleasure to meet with old 
friends and to add some new ones - to me that is what makes our hobby 
such a pleasure. 

We did visit the bourse floor for a while, before heading home, 
and I managed to pick up a couple of pieces which I had on my list. 

To those on the Walt Mason Award Committee I wish to express 
my appreciation at being picked as the 1996 recipient; this was | 
something I had never anticipated, even in my wildest imagination. 

I liked your location and setup, and wish to offer my wishes that 
the final tally on the show is most successful. 

Sincerely, 

William R. Ayres, Jr. 

SALEM CLUB WINS ANA AWARD FOR 
NATIONAL COIN WEEK PROMOTION 

Congratulations to the Salem Coin Club, which, as winner of ANA’S 
1996 National Coin Week Award, has received a full scholarship to 
the ANA Summer Conference. 

The club worked with a local mall on a weekend promotion with the 
theme, “Shopping at Towne Square Makes a Lot of Cent$”. Merchants 
salted their cash registers with unusual, but low-value coins and 
paper money for making change. Club members manned tables around 
the mall where shoppers could have their coins identified and obtain 
information about collecting. The club’s project was publicised by a 
press conference and a television interview. 

National Coin Week for 1997 will be observed April 20-26. The 
theme will be “The Changing Face of Money”. For suggestions about 
participating, contact the ANA Education Dept., 818 N. Cascade Ave., ] 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-2646, telephone (719) 632 2646. 
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NUMISMATIC DISPLAY AT 
SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE STATE PARK 


On October 26 and 27, Dell and Ray Haymaker and Pat Lunt, in 
conjunction with The Friends of Smith Mountain Lake State Park, Inc., 
which they helped start in 1995, presented a numismatic display , 
which was open to the public, it the park’s visitors center. 

A wide variety of material was exhibited, including Coins of the 
Bible, Love Tokens, Scrip of the Low Moor, Va., Iron Co., Odd & 
Curious Money of the World, a type set of U.S. coins, Ships on Obsolete 
e American Currency, Black Registers of the U.S. Treasury, Virginia 
d County Notes of the Civil War, Crowns of the World, Medals of Coin 

iy Designers, a type set of U.S. fractional currency and Notes of the 

Thirteen Original Colonies. 

;, Attendance was about three hundred, and a nice foreign coin was 

given to each visitor. It is projects like this that promote our hobby, 
s and attract new collectors, 
s 

BURNETT ANDERSON WINS ANA 
« OUTSTANDING GOVERNMENT SERVICE AWARD 

Hearty congratulations to VNA member Burnett Anderson, who was 
one of two recipients of ANA’S 1996 Outstanding Government Service 
Award. The award is presented to individuals working in or retired 
from public service who have helped to advance numismatics. 

Burnett’s public service career has included work as a speech 
writer for Minnesota Governors Stassen and Thye, and various 
positions with the U.S. Information Agency in Germany, Iran, Spain, 
s France and Great Britain. 

3 Since 1981 he has served as chief of the Washington Bureau of 

Krause Publications, and writes for the various Krause periodicals. 

3 This is an award that is richly merited. Over the years Burnett 

s has done much to advance the cause of numismatics, and he has always 

j been a firm friend and benefactor of our association. 

1 

i ANA MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARIES 

i In the October issue of The Numismatist, ANA recognized a number of 
members who have achieved 25, 40 or 50 years of continuous 
3 membership. VNA adds its congratulations to its members whose 
t names are on the list. ( apologies to anyone whose name is omitted) 

, "1 50 Year Member: Neville L. Brugh 

40 Year Members: Joann Klotz and Clifford Mishler 

25 Year Members: Felix Asby, Neil Chiappa & Joseph Esposito 
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EARLY U.S. SILVER DOLLARS 

by Jim Ruehrmund 


When it comes to fascinating old coins, the early U.S. silver 
dollars are hard to beat. With dates running from 1794 to 1803, they 
are already, or soon will be, two hundred years old. With three types 
and numerous die varieties, they offer an absorbing field of study to 
specialists affluent enough to afford them. With a total mintage of only 
1.4 million pieces over their ten years of issue they are scarce today, 
and therefore expensive. Collectors today treasure them, and rightly 
so, but few are aware of the technology that produced them. 

The first U.S. Mint in Philadelphia opened in 1793, but struck 
only copper coins in its first year. The first deposit of silver, 
$80,715.73 1/2 in French coins, came in July, 1794, from the Bank 
of Maryland. In October the first return of silver coin, $15,600, T 
included 1758 dollar pieces, with the remainder consisting of half 
dollars and five cent pieces. 

The first dollars (Type 1) were struck from dies engraved by ' 
Robert Scott, an Englishman, who came to America in 1788. The 
obverse has a head of Liberty with flowing hair; the reverse has an 
eagle with outspread wings enclosed in a wreath. None of the early f( 
dollars has any mark of value on either face; the denomination is ' 
impressed on the edge in incuse letters, and reads: v 

* too * CENTS * ONE * DOLLAR * OR * UNIT l 


The same design was used again in 1795, but before the year ended 
the obverse was changed to a draped bust of Liberty with a ribbon in 
her hair. Although the dies were engraved by Scott, credit for the 
design is given to Gilbert Stuart, at the time America’s most 
prominent artist. The reverse remained unchanged, and this design, 
Type 2, continued in use until 1798. 
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Type 1,1794-95 
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Type 2,1795 -98 


In 1798 the reverse was changed to a heraldic eagle similar to the 
one that appears on the backs of $1 bills today. Coins of this design, 
Type 3, are dated from 1798 to 1803. 

In general, the processes employed in making these coins differed 
little from those still in use today, but the equipment was, by today’s 
standards, incredibly primitive, and worked exclusively by the 
muscle power of men and horses. 

Most of the bullion to be coined came to the mint in the form of 
foreign coins, but bar silver must have come in occasionally, along 
with some household silverware. The first step in the coining process 
was the assay, or chemical analysis of a small sample to determine the 
actual silver content. Based on this, the amount of alloy, either pure 
silver or copper needed to reach a fineness of 892.4 parts per 
thousand of silver and 107.6 parts per thousand of copper was 
calculated. The metal, together with the necessary amount of alloy, 
was then placed in crucibles and melted in a furnace fired with 
charcoal. Charcoal burners in the forests outside Philadephia were 
kept busy converting trees into charcoal, which was delivered to the 
mint several times a week in large wagons. 

Once the metal was thoroughly melted, workmen lifted the 



Type 3,1798 -1803 
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crucibles out of the furnace with 
tongs and poured their contents into 
molds, forming ingots or bars about 
one foot long, half an inch thick and 
about one and a half inches wide. The 
ingots were taken to the rolling mill 
and passed through successive sets of 
polished iron rollers to bring them 
down to the correct thickness for 
coin blanks. The rolling mill was 
powered by horses hitched to 
horizontal bars radiating from a 
vertical shaft connected by gears to 
the rollers. About eight passes 
through the rollers were needed to 
achieve the right thickness. Rolling caused hardening of the metal, 
and after several passes the strips had to be annealed, or softened, by 
heating them red hot and allowing them to cool. The annealing furnace, 
like the melting furnace, burned charcoal. 

The finished strips were taken to the blank cutting press which 
was a screw press, similar to a coining press, but fitted with a punch 
instead of dies. Powered by human muscles, it punched out blanks one 
at a time. The procedure was to punch out an initial blank, and check it 
for correct weight before proceeding. This seems to have been learned 
the hard way after a fiasco in 1795 when a large batch of underweight 
blanks was punched from strip that had been rolled a trifle too thin. 
Rather than remelt the entire lot, it was decided to bring them up to 
the right weight by inserting a small rivet-like silver plug in each 
one, which was mashed flat when the piece was coined. Plugs have been 
noted in a few 1795 Type 2 dollars. The finished blanks were annealed 
again, and then blanched or “pickled” in an acid solution to remove 
any dirt or scale. The punched out strip was sent back to be remelted. 

After drying in sawdust the blanks were sent to the adjustors, who 
weighed them one by one. Underweight ones were returned to the 
melting pot, overweight ones were reduced to standard by a couple of 
strokes of a fine file. Coining did not always obliterate the file marks, 
which can still be seen on many surviving early dollars. This work 
was done by women from a very early date. 

The next step was edge marking, done by a hand-driven machine 
with two parallel steel bars set slightly closer together than the 
blank’s diameter; each bar carried half of the edge inscription in 
raised letters. The upper bar was moved endways by a hand crank 
through gears. A blank was placed between the bars, and turning the 
crank moved the upper bar, rolling the blank a half revolution, 
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impressing the edge inscription and raising the rim at the same time. 

Coining, the final step, was done by a screw press, as shown in the 
illustration. The vertical screw was rotated by a horizontal bar with a 
heavy weight at each end. Leather thongs attached to the ends of the bar 
were pulled by four men, while a fifth sat before the press to feed in 
the blanks. The maximum production rate was about thirty coins a 
minute, but swinging the weights was strenuous work, and the 
pressmen had to be relieved at twenty minute intervals. 

Once struck, the coins were ready to be placed in circulation, but 
very few of them were to be seen circulating in this country. Large 
payments of silver dollars were generally in the form of Spanish 
dollars (pieces of eight), which were by law legal tender. 

The U.S. dollar was modeled on the Spanish dollar, but contained 
24.057 grams of silver, against the Spanish dollar’s 24.44 grams. 
This disparity should have insured that the U.S. dollars would stay in 
this country and circulate here, but such was not the case. In those 
days Philadelphia had a thriving trade with the West Indies, and some 
enterprising souls discovered that it was possible to take newly 
struck U.S. dollars there, and trade them on a weight basis for worn 
Spanish dollars. For 100 lb. of U.S. dollars, about $1682.00, the 
trader could get about 1762 worn Spanish pieces. These could be 
brought back to Philadelphia and exchanged at the Mint at face value 
for new U.S. dollars, yielding an instant profit of $80.00. The result 
of this practice was the exportation of a large proportion of the Mint’s 
dollar output, and its consequent loss to U.S. commercial channels. 
When this business came to the attention of President Jefferson in 
1804, he brought it to a halt by ordering the mint to cease coining 
dollars. This caused little inconvenience to trade, which made do with 



Edge Marking Machine 
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Coining Press 


Spanish dollars until 1857. 

Although seldom seen in this country, early U. S. dollars travelled 
widely. Some of those shipped to the West Indies must have circulated 
there. When I visited Jamaica in 1951, I met two collectors who 
showed me specimens of Type 3 U.S. dollars that they had acquired in 
local circulation. Some found their way to England, and were 
countermarked by the Bank of England to make them current for 4 
shillings & 9 pence. Others were countermarked by English and 
Scottish mill owners for use as tokens. Still others travelled to China; 
examples bearing Chinese chop marks turn up from time to time, and 
they are illustrated in the currency manuels used by 19th century 
Chinese merchants to determine the value of foreign coins. The few 
dollars that stayed here were often treated as curiosities, and handed 
down as heirlooms from generation to generation. Some were put back 
into circulation as late as 1933, duuring the bank closure period 
when people were strapped for cash. 

A curious tale involving an early dollar was told forty years ago 
by the late Hugh Griffin at a meeting of the Tidewater Coin Club. Hugh 
said that he once saw an early dollar that had been in the possession of 
a country family for three or four generations. The edges on both sides 
was covered with tiny nicks and dents, put there by generations of 
babies who had used it as a teething ring. 

All of the early U.S. coins are relics of the infant mint’s earliest 
efforts. The mint's officers, although all men of sterling integrity, 
were hidebound conservatives, and changes and improvements were 
slow in coming. It was not until 1816 that the mint acquired its first 
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steam engine to run the rolling mill, and retired the horses. When a 
new mint was built in 1833 on Chestnut Street, it started out using 
the old hand powered screw presses for coining, and it was not until 
1836 that a steam driven coining press was installed. The U.S. mint 
has come a long way from its primitive beginnings. Daily coinage now 
can be measured in tons, but will collectors in the 2190s treasure 
today’s coins as we do those of the 1790s? I wonder. 

SOURCES 

Beltran, Antonio, Curso de Numismatica, Cartagena, Spain, 1950. 
Bowers, Q. David, The History of United States Coinage As Illustrated 
by the Garrett Collection, Wolfeboro, N.H., 1984. 

Grierson, Philip, Numismatics, Oxford University Press, N.Y., 
1975. 

Ferguson, Eugene S. , Ed. , Early Engineering Reminiscences (1815- 
40) of George Escol Sellers, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 
D.C., 1965. 

Sincere thanks to Dr. Dick Doty, Washington, D.C., and Jerry 
Schmidt, Richmond, Va., who supplied information for this article. 


NEW FROM CANADA 

The Royal Canadian Mint has produced a special collector’s version of 
the 1996 Canadian bimetallic $2 coin. The new coin is a piedfort 
(double thickness); the outer ring is of .925 silver, and the center, 
also of .925 silver, is gold plated. The coin is accompanied by an uncut 
pair of Canadian $2 banknotes in an edition limited to 15,000 sets. 
While this is certainly an unusual numismatic item, the price, U.S. 
$133.45 per set, seems just a trifle steep, but to each his own. 


PAPER MONEY 

ANA-52964 VNA-711 

Do you really want the BEST PRICE for your paper money ? 
Then don’t sell until you get my offer ! I buy collections, 
estates and hoards. Dealers, I want to buy from you, too I 
Telephone or send a general list of what you have for sale. I’ll 
travel to you for lots that warrant. Buying since 1964. 

JAMES A. SPARKS, JR. 

P.0 Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145 (704) 633-5177 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the Hammond Jr. High School cafeteria, 4646 Seminary Rd. in Alexandria. 
In December they held their annual Christmas Party and auction at George’s 
Restaurant in Arlington. For information about the club contact Jim Cullen, 
P.O. Box 133, Annandale, VA 22003. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 North 
1st St., Charlottesville, Va. For information, write to BRCC, 1561 Dairy 
Rd., Charlottesville, VA 22903 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at Aunt Sarah’s Pancake 
House, on the corner of Emmett St. and Rt. 250 Bypass in Charlottesville. 
They hold an auction sale every month. For information write to June Seal, 
6301 Sealville Rd., Crozet, VA 22932. 

The Blue Ridge and Monticello Clubs held a joint Christmas party,in 
December at Aunt Sarah’s Restaurant in Charlottesville. Favors were 
distributed, and they held an auction sale. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the Signet 
Bank Bldg., 7 N. 8th St., Richmond, Va. In Nov., the donated auction sale 
brought in $106 for the club treasury. The RCC Commemorative Brass Plug 
was sold for the thirteenth time. At the annual dinner in Dec. members and 
guests enjoyed ribs, barbecue, fellowship and Christmas gifts. For 
information about the RCC, contact Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., 
Richmond, VA 23220. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Roanoke Main 
Library, 706 S. Jefferson St.. Roanoke, Va.. For information contact 
Emmett Yonce,2040 Roanoke Rd, Daleville, VA 24083. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Tuesdays at the 
Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., Fishersville, Va. Their 
fall coin show will be at Augusta Expoland, Fishersville, Va., Dec.7-8. For 
information contact A. Ryder, 806 Mona Circle, Staunton, VA 24401. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 4809 
Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. For 
information contact Malcolm Gutterman, P.O. Box 1145 Norfolk, VA 23501. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm at the 
War Memorial Museum, Newport News, Va. In November they viewed the 
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ANA video on Counterfeit or Altered U.S. Gold Coins. In December they held 
a Christmas party. For information on the club write to: VPCC, P.O. Box 
4324, Newport News, VA 23604 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets, on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Mass. Ave., N.W., Wash., D.C. In 
November Pres. Sedge Moss presented a program on our sister hobby, 
Philately. In December they held their annual Christmas buffet, and elected 
new officers, who will be installed in January. For information write to: 
WNS, 6167 Cobbs Rd. Alexandria, VA 22310 

VNA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORMS. 

The editor has a supply of VNA membership application forms, 
which he’ll gladly distribute to those wishing to have them. If You'd 
like to have some, contact the editor (address on page 1). Actually, an 
application blank isn’t absolutely necessary; a short note endorsed by 
a VNA member, and accompanied by a check for apprpriate dues will 
do. The important thing is to sign up new members. 

VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

The following persons, who have applied for membership in the 
Virginia Numismatic Association, will become members 20 days from 
the mailing of this notice, unless objections are received, in which 
case the matter will be acted upon by the Board of Directors. 

Applicant SPOHSOI 

Russell W. Campbell, Williamsburg, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Michael M. Stanio, Alexandria, Virginia.Ray Haymaker 

RICHMOND COIN & PAPER MONEY SHOW 

Dave Ripley’s Richmond Coin & Paper Money Show, will be held on 
Sat. & Sun., April 12-13, at Newbridge Mall on Nine Mile Road, east 
of Richmond. Cost of tables is $90 for one or $150 for two. For 
information , write to David Ripley, 302 dayman Road, Sandston, VA 
23150-1835, or call him at (804) 737-9583. 

SALEM COIN CLUB SPRING SHOW 

The Salem Coin Club’s Spring Show will be held April 19-20 at the 
American Legion Buildikng, 710 Apperson Drive in Salem. For 
information contact Bourse Chairman Emmett Yonce, 2040 Roanoke 
Rd., Daleville, VA 24083; or call him at (540) 992-5331. 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


MAR. 7-9 BALTIMORE, MD SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 

_ Convention Ctr. _ COIN SHOW _ 

MAR 13-16 CHATTANOOGA, TN TENNESSEE STATE 

_Day? Inn, 1 - 7 $, Exit 1_NUMISMATIC SOC. 

MAR. 15-16 FISHERSVILLE, VA SHENANDOAH VALLEY 

_Augusta Expoland_ COIN CLUB _ 

MAR. 20-22 CLEVELAND OH AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 


_ Cleveland Conv. Ctr. _ ASSOCIATION _ 

APR. 19-20 SALEM, VA SALEM COIN CLUB 

- American Legion Bldg.. 710 Apperson Dr. _ 

July 11-13 NEW CARROLTON, MD. METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 

_ Ramada Hotel _ coin show _ 

JUL. 30-AUG. 3 NEW YORK, NY AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 

Marriott Marquis Hotel. 1535 Broadway ASSOCIATION _ 

AUG. 7-19 DALTON, GA. BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 


_ NW Georgia Trade Ctr. _ ASSOCIATION _ 

SEP. 20-21 McLEAN, VA VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 

-Wes tparK H o tel _ association _ 

SEP. 26-28 GREENSBORO, NC NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 

-Village Green. Meadowview ASSOCIATION 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 
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THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BUY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 


BILL WILKERSON 

PRESIDENT 


MODERN COIN INC. 

212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23210 
PHONE (804> 643*0905 - HOURS 10:15 - 4-.30 MON.-SAT. 



















MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOELP. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


CAVALOEIF& COLLECTIBLES 

RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 
(804) 249-4387 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 

We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 

Free Price List On Request. 

ANA 50230 / VNA 75 


Post Office Drawer 6127 | Newport News, VA 23606 

804-596-3183 


















PUBLIC AUCTIONS 



WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOST AUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG OF OUR NEXT SALE 

5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 

RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 




V*. A. R. f 000627 


VIRGINIA TOKENS 

BY DAVID E. SCHENKMAN 

PUBLISHED BY THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Lists over 2500 tokens dating from the 1830’s to the 1950’s 
from over 400 Va. towns and cities, with hundreds of illustrations 

Hard bound, 238 pages, price $35.00 postpaid 
A 40% discount is given on orders for three or more books 

Send orders and requests for information to: 


VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 










FOR SALE: 1996 VNA Convention wooden nickels; 50c ea. + SASE 
YMA c/0 Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial Heights. VA 23834 

FOR SALE: Wooden nickels, Philipsburg, Pa. , 1997 Bicentennial, 75 cents 
each; wooden nickel keychains $2.00 each. 

Jesse H, Martin. 121 S.Centre St. Philipsburg.PA 16866:1814) 342-7144 

WANTED: Wm.J. Rahily whiskey items from Petersburg,Va. (jugs, bottles, 
signs, miniatures, advertising pieces); also Coca Cola & Pepsi items (pre- 
1915 bottles & old advertising pieces); & old C.F. Sauer thermometers 
Eddie Nash,PO Box 232,Blackstone,VA 23824;(804) 292-3137 day / 
(804)292-5143f night) _ k 

WANTED: MIDDLESEX COUNTY, VA. Numismatic / exonumia of any type / 
variety from the 17th Century. Howard A. Daniel, III, P.O. Box 626 
-Dun Lorina. VA 22027-0625: (7031 560-0744 __ 

WANTED: Tennessee paper money, postcards or other Tenn. items of 
interest. Paul Garland.1919 Rosemont Circle.Louisville.TN 37777 _ 

WANTED: German, Russian or Mexican paper money of 1914-23 period 
overprinted with messages or advertisements, especially from USA. 

Arlie Slabauoh. 1025 Croz er Lane. Springfield. PA 19064-3707 _ 

TRADE: Ben Franklin notes for complete or incomplete sets of Barber 
dimes, quarters or halves. Will travel to trade. Robert Weikle P.O. Drawer 
£127. Newport News. VA 23606: (804) 596-3183 _ 

PAYING: $200 to $800 for named Sampson medals, awarded for 1898 West 
Indes naval engagements. Battle bars & specific ship affect price. 

Charles Pfeiffer. 1401 Druid Rd.. Maitland. FL 32751. (4071 644-0085 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave. . Colonial Heights. VA 23834 _ 

WANTED: LEESBURG & LOUDON CO., VA Numismatic / exonumia of any 
type. Also, any material with the surname ATWELL or ATTWELL. 

Geor ge F. Atwell. PO Box 675. Leesburg, VA 22075. (703) 777-2253 

WANTED BY COLLECTOR: Maryland obsolete currency, National Bank Notes 
& all related material. Armand Shank, Jr., PO Box 442, Cockeysville, MD 
21Q30: Ph. (4101 584-2598 Evenings _ 

WANTED: Copies of VNA’s first newsletter,THE HALFPENNY, ca. 1960-64. 
J im Ruehrmund. 712 Westover Rd.. Richmond. VA 23220-6327 _ 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 
712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 


Edited by Richard H. Jones and Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

If you collect obsolete currency, you’ll need a copy of this 500 
page catalog which lists all known Virginia notes from 1770 to 
1880, except Va. colonial notes and national bank notes. Sepa¬ 
rate sections are devoted to the following classes of issues: 

Virginia Treasury Notes City and Town Notes 
Private Scrip •• County and Sheriff Notes 

Notes of all Virginia Banks (Chartered, savings, private, etc.). 

Each note is identified by a catalog number, accompanied by a 
rarity and price guide. There are about 2000 half size illustra¬ 
tions. 

VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 
is available in two forms: 

HARDBOUND @ $55.00 (incl. tax & shipping - bu UPS) 
UNBOUND, either plain or drilled for 3 ring binder @ $49.00 

A dealer discount of 40% is given on orders for three or more 
books. Virginia dealers please furnish your tax exemption num¬ 
ber with order. Make checks payable to: Virginia Numismatic 
Association. Orders for books and request for information should 
be sent to: 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 

Thanks for supporting the VNA !!! 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 

~ We Welcome Consignments! ■ - 

Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 
Autographs Diana Herzog 

Nuel Somosa 

Stocks & Bonds Stephen Goldsmith 

Diana Herzog 

Currency & Coins Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 

For More Information 
= & for a FREE Brochure *— === 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 



26 Broadway, Suite 271 
New York, NY 10004 


FAX 212-908-4047 


NY 212-943-1880 











































ADVERTISING RATES 

Size 1-Tlme 1-Year 

Va Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

»/ 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 
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the official publication of the 
Virginia Numismatic Associat¬ 
ion, inc., is published six times 
per year. Articles and items 
for publication are welcomed 
and solicited. All six issues are 
mailed from Hampton, Va. at 
the Third Class Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure to 
send us your change of address. 

All VNA mail should be sent to 
the Sec. - Treas. / Editor: 

Jim Ruehrmund 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


Th T M e -i 1 i"J dtJ u S notices were mailed out between Jan. 28 and 31 
I h ® t ^, ai1 'Lady who took the last of them on the 31st also delivered the 

hlfth checks> from Sam Fortner and Edwin Nash. Many thanks to 
both of you early birds; your promptness is much appreciated To 

dntn 0r !f ? Se: lf £ ou 1 have not y et P aid y° ur VNA dues, please sit right 
P’ writa a , ohpck payable to VNA, and send it in the return 
e veiope. I don’t think I omitted anyone who owes dues when I sent the 

Yn ? e ^’ Q S0 ! / 0U dl u n 1 receive one - il mean s that you are paid up. 
Your dues status is shown on the mailing label of your magazine After 

your name, your membership number appears, followed by a dash and 
a wo digit number indicating the year through which you are paid If 
you have paid your ‘97 dues, and the mailing label for this issue still 

9 ? ®I l . lt, .!* s b® cause your check arrived after the mailing labels 
were sent to the printer the first week in February. 

I’m still carrying a few delinquents on the roll (less than a 

Anr? n .h bUt ??u no L' carry them much lo nger. lf they haven’t paid by 1 
April they will be dropped from the mailing list Y 

, Let .' a leav ? off ° n dues aad go to a collecting subject. Those brown 
facsimiles of early currency, printed in Philadelphia, the bane of 
collectors, dealers and curators everywhere, are still very much with 
us. Just last week I received a phone call from a lady in St. Louis, Mo 

Tft h e? W wh ed t0 . 1 know the value of her $100 Virginia treasury note of 
1862 When she told me it was on tan colored paper, and that its 

frS " u ™ b f. t was ' informed her that It was a modern fake. She 
insisted that it must be genuine, as it had been “authenticated” bv 
someone in St.Louis. A logical retort would have been, “Why are you 
wasting money calling me; sell it to him, but it IS a fake”, but I’m a 
Virginian, and try to be polite to everyone. Those facsimiles (and some 
of their owners, too) are a real nuisance. We talked for at least thirty 
minutes, and she remained unconvinced to the bitter end. 

As though the facsimile bills weren’t bad enough, they have been 
joined in recent years by a host of spurious “Confederate” coins 
™ e n s . e c .°™ e ', n s ®* s consisting of a cent, a half dollar and five and 
twenty cJollar gold pieces. Many of them are not marked “COPY” 
probably because they are not copies of genuine coins, since none 
exist. These things shouldn’t fool anyone, but they do fool many. 

Actually, the real problem is invincible ignorance. When 

J 16 P neral public get hold of ,his P a P er and metal trash, 
they think they have a fortune in their hands. Their minds instantly 

kick into overgreed, and they think anyone who tells them otherwise 
is, somehow or other, trying to cheat them. Is there a solution’? 
Probably not, it’s just a sign of the times. 
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1997 VNA CONVENTION AND COIN SHOW 

VNA’s 39th Convention & Coin Show will be held September 20-21, 

I 1997 at the Tyson’s Westpark Hotel in McLean, Va. 

Bourse table rates for the 1997 show are: 

Regular: $195 Wall: $220 Corner $245 

For information, contact Bourse Chairman Keith Littlefield, 3902 
Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003; ph. (703) 354-9544. 

CONVENTION ADS & PATRONS 

. 

Ads and patron listings in the July issue of the Virginia Numismatist 
help to finance the convention, and we appeal to our members and 
' friends for their support. Cost of convention ads is: 

Full Page: $25 Half Page: $15 Quarter Page: $7.50 

You do not have to send a formally prepared ad, just write out what 
you want to say and send it in. You can, if you wish, use a photo or 
other illustration with your ad; send it along with the text. 

Also, you can be listed as a patron for only $2. You can list yourself, 
members of your family, or anyone you’d like to honor. Its an 
inexpensive way to support VNA, and we DO need your support. Having 
the material early makes it much easier to put the convention issue 
together, so please send in your ads and patron listings as early as you 
can, accompanied by a check payable to VNA. They must reach the 
editor no later than the last week of May, and should be sent to: Jim 
Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

Between May 1 and June 1 nominations will be open to fill four places 
on the VNA Board of Directors. Persons making nominations and 
candidates must be members in good standing. Names of candidates and 
a ballot will appear in the July issue. Nominations should be sent to: 
Robert M. New, PO Box 1124, Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870, and must 
reach him no later than June 1, 1997. 
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VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

^'lowing persons, who have applied for membership in the 
t ho 9 m a 1 Num, ! m . at,C As . sociat l° n > will become members 20 days from 
e mailing of this notice, unless objections are received in which 
case the matter will be acted upon by the Board of Directors 
Applicant q 

Dar b yTc J S Sn n n ba v h ’ Virg, ' nia .Steve eSt 

Daryl C. Spelbnng, Vienna, Virginia.Steve Bennett 

n . RICHMOND COIN & PAPER MONEY SHOW 

5 ave 'S n y ’ S A Ri ?! n o 0 ?? Coin & Paper Mone y Show - w i" be held on 
f Sun., April 12 ' 13 ’ at Newbridge Mall on Nine Mile Road east 

^ Ch t m ° nd - ° 0St ° f tables is $9 ° for one or $150 for two For 

23150 0221’ nr'r n° h P av,d Riple y- P0 - Box 221, Sandston, VA 
23150-0221, or call him at (804) 737-9583. 

^ SALEM COIN CLUB SPRING SHOW 

he Salem Coin Club’s Spring Show will be held April 19-20 at the 
American Legion Building, 710 Apperson Drive in Salem For 

Rd° rn rSip n |f 0nt \/A t o B ° UrSe Chairman Emmett Yonce, 2040 Roanoke 
Rd., Daleville, VA 24083; or call him at (540) 992-5331. 

NATIONAL COIN WEEK 

National Coin Week 1997 will be observed April 20-26. The theme is 

ed^catf H f y° ney ’’ ThiS iS the ,ime for numismatists to 

!oeak no hpfnrp • C °' n Collectin 9 b y 9o\ng into classrooms, 

o P h e o a o k |' n9 K de ° re 5' V If groups and se,tin 9 U P exh ibits in libraries, 
schools, banks and shopping malls. ANA offers two full scholarships to 

1 H e K S ? mer Conference to the club and the collector P W ho 
submit the best report of how they promoted National Coin Week The 

ANA Tift 'V r ' 96 H aS A WOn by the Salem Coin Club. Send reports to 
ANA, 818 N. Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903; they must be 
received by ANA on or before May 31, 1997 . 

NEW SECRETARY FOR THE ALEXANDRIA CLUB 

hZ HphT’ ,he . l A ' exa ndha Coin Club’s veteran Secretary-Treasurer, 
9pprpf d ? qU ' because he IS moving out of the area. The new 
rhl w y ' T [ eaS l! rer IS A| ynne Skrabalak of Woodbridge, Va. (see 
Club News for the new address). Jim rates a hearty “Well Done” for 
his years of devoted service. Alynne rates our praise for her 
willingness to take on the job and our warmest best wishes for much 
success in her endeavors. 

Jim: When you move, don’t forget to send VNA your change of address. 
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VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY LAB 
OFFERS PAPER CONSERVATION SERVICES 

More than a few members of VNA members are collectors 
of paper money, and some of the stuff they collect is pretty 
high powered. If you own important notes that have problems, 
here’s a chance to have them treated by professionals. The 
Virginia Historical Society in Richmond has a fully equipped 
state-of-the-art laboratory that specializes in the treatment 
of historic paper artifacts. 

Services offered include washing and surface cleaning, 
deacidification, backing removal, paper repair and tape 
removal. 

The staff finds it difficult to accommodate walk-ins, so 
you'll need to make an appointment before going to the 
Historical Society. To do this, or to obtain further 
information, contact Stacy Rusch at the Virginia Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 7311, Richmond, VA 23221-0311; you can 
reach her by telephone at (804) 342-9674. 

Paper conservation work doesn't come cheap, but when 
you’re dealing with an item with a value running to four or 
even five figures, a couple of hundred bucks expended for 
professional conservation work could be a wise investmet 

MORE FAKE $100 BILLS 

In December the Richmond paper reported a new rash of 
counterfeits of the new $100 bills, this time in Emporia, Va. 
During a two week period about twenty five of the fakes were 
fobbed off on grocery, department, convenience and shoe 
stores. Also, a batch of notes stuffed in a juice container was 
found beside a residential street in the city. The criminals 
apparently took full advantage of the money ignorance of many 
temporary store clerks hired for the holiday period. 

Emporia Police reported that the paper and printing were 
not of top quality, but they were good enough to fool people who 
didn’t know what to look for. Two persons have been arrested, 
but no information on those accused has been published. 

Even in these inflationary times $100 is a substantial 
chunk of money, one not to be written off lightly. One would 
think that all prudent store managers would take the time to 
instruct their clerks to hold all new $100 bills up to the light 
and look for the watermark. As long as people remain ignorant, 
counterfeiters will continue to ply their evil trade. 
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A TALE OF AN EMPEROR 


On the plaza in Rome in front of the Senator’s Palace, Rome’s City 
Hall, there stood until recently, a bronze equestrian statue of the 
Emperor Marcus Aurelius, who reigned from A.D. 161 tol 80. 

It is the sole survivor of the 
hundreds of statues that once 
adorned ancient Rome; all of the 
others, considered relics of 
paganism, were broken up and 
melted for scrap centuries ago. 
Originally set up near the 
Lateran Palace on an uninscribed 
base, it owes its survival to a 
mistaken popular belief that it 
was a statue of Constantine I, The 
Great, Rome’s first Christian 
Emperor. The almost total 
illiteracy that prevailed in the 
Dark Ages and in Medieval times 
kept that belief current. Ancient 
coins must have been often found in Rome in those days, for they still 
are, and coins of both Marcus Aurelius and Constantine are still 
plentiful. As can be seen from the two coins illustrated, the two looked 
nothing alike; Marcus Aurelius was bearded, while Constantine was 
clean shaven. The coin portraits are encircled by inscriptions of each 
emperor’s name and titles, but people’s inability to read them 
preserved old Marcus for the present age to treasure. 



Marcus Aurelius Constantine I 

The Renaissance brought a renewed regard for Roman antiquities. 
In 1538, under orders from Pope Paul, III the artist Michaelangelo 
moved the statue to the front of the Capitol, and made a new pedestal 
inscribed with the emperor’s full name, titles and lineage. It 
remained there until recently, when damage from air pollution made 
it necessary to move it indoors for restoration work. When it will be 
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returned to its traditional site, if ever, remains uncertain. 

This statue may look vaguely familiar to Virginians, for it has a 
Virginia connection. The American artist Thomas Crawford, who lived 
and worked, in Rome, and died there in 1857, used it as his model 
when he created the equestrian statue of George Washington that stands 
in Richmond’s Capitol Square 

INFLATION 

The January 18 issue of The Richmond Times Dispatch, carried a 
piece entitled, Inflation may vanish, history shows, but it always 
returns, by columnist Gene Marlowe. Marlowe’s column was based on 
David Hackett Fischer’s recent book, The Great Wave, in which 
inflation is described as a cyclic phenomenon, occuring in waves 
lasting 85 to 175 years. 

The dictionary defines inflation as “an increase in the amount of 
currency in circulation, resulting in a relatively sharp and sudden 
fall in its value and rise in prices”. That’s very explicit, and it 
pinpoints the cause of inflation: too much money in circulation. Rising 
prices don’t mean that goods are more valuable, they mean that money 
has cheapened. 

Too many of today’s writers treat inflation as though it were a 
force of nature, like tornados, earthquakes and epidemics, which is 
pure claptrap. Inflation is certainly a plague, but it’s a plague 
inflicted on people by their own governments, for it is governments 
and governments alone that control the money supply. Prudent 
governments, like Germany’s >manage their currency carefully, for 
they remember the bitter lessons learned in the great inflation of 
1922-23. Others not so prudent often overissue. The cure is an 
informed populace and an intelligent government, neither of which is 
going to be universal anytime soon. 


PAPER MONEY 

ANA-52964 VNA-711 

Do you really want the BEST PRICE for your paper money ? 
Then don’t sell until you get my offer I I buy collections, 
estates and hoards. Dealers, I want to buy from you, too ! 
Telephone or send a general list of what you have for sale. I’ll 
travel to you for lots that warrant. Buying since 1964. 

JAMES A. SPARKS, JR. 

P.O. Box 4235. Salisbury. NC 28145 (704) 633-51 ZZ 
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HELL NOTES 

CURRENCY FOR THE NEXT WORLD 

by Jim Ruehrmund 


Most of us are aware of the ancient Chinese custom of burning 
replica banknotes, known as Hell Notes, at funerals in order to 
provide the spirit of the deceased with cash in the next world. It is a 
custom still widely practiced today by Chinese people in many parts of 
the world, including this country. Although officially discouraged by 
the authorities in Mainland China, it still goes on there in secret. 

Replica paper money is not the only item offered to the spirits of 
the departed. They also burn full-scale replicas, made of paper and 
bamboo, of such luxury goods as television sets and automobiles, and 
funerals are not the only occasions for the burning of Hell Notes. 
Traditional families hold a feast every year on April 5 to honor their 
ancestors. Choice dishes are provided, at a table set with empty chairs 
for the ancestors, while the living sit at a separate table. After 
prayers have been said, the food is eaten by the living, and quantities 
of Hell Notes are burned as an offering. 

Hell Notes offer an interesting field to the collector for several 
reasons. They have been issued for a long time, exactly how long, I’ve 
never been able to find out. The number of varieties is vast, and, to 
appeal to those on a modest budget, they are inexpensive. There is no 
catalog; a tentative check list was prepared by the late Stanley Pollard 
of Vienna, Va., but the task is impossible. In his book, Chinese 
Banknotes, the late Ward Smith wrote, “ These are engaging items, 
but essentially unlistable. Thousands of dealers in funerary supplies 
have been putting out their own issues for decades .. perhaps 
centuries, and the number of possible varieties may run into the 



Hell Note Issued ca. 1920 


8 






Modern Note With Portrait of Emp. Shih Huang Ti 

millions.” It’s not clear what is being made in Mainland China, but 
issues abound from Taiwan, Malaysia, Singapore, and other places 
with large Chinese populations. Hong Kong has been a prime source, 
but the communist takeover will probably end production there.. 

Banknotes were not the only form of funeral currency. Replica 
coins made of cardboard faced with gold or silver colored metal foil 
were also used. They copy the designs of the early coinage of the 
Chinese Republic, which dates them to the period 1912 to 1930. 

The notes come in a wide variety of designs and sizes. Curiously, 
many of them have inscriptions in both Chinese and English, as did the 
official currency in China’s pre-communist days. Some carry the 
designation “Hell Note”, on others it appears as “Held Note”. A note 
in my collection is inscribed, “Currency For The Other World”. 

Notes from the 1920s and ‘30s often pictured trains and 
buildings, similar to those on the offical money, but today, portraits 
predominate. The one most often seen is of China’s first emperor, 

Shih Huang Ti, who lived from 259 to 210 B.C. This portrait was 
never used on currency by the Nationalist Government, which didn’t 
favor emperors, but it did appear on notes of The Federal Reserve 
Bank of China, a Japanese creation which operated in North China 
from 1938 to 1945. An interesting series from the 1970s, features 
portraits of Dwight Eisenhower, Ho Chi Minh, Lyndon Johnson, John 
F. Kennedy, Nikita Kruschev, Joe Stalin and Harold Wilson. 

Denominations run from the $5 and $10 notes that were 
considered sufficient in the ‘20s and ‘30s through the $1000 and 
$10,000 notes of the late ‘40s to the astronomical denominations 
issued today. The 5 trillion dollar note I acquired recently clearly 
shows that the spirit world is experiencing runaway inflation. 
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Hell Notes With Portraits of World Leaders 

It has been reported that, as a new twist on an old custom, obsolete 
high denomination pieces of real currencies, such as German inflation 
marks of 1922-23, are being used as funeral notes. This will be 
decidedly more expensive; new Hell Notes cost very little in their 
lands of origin. At a show a few years ago I purchased a packet of 100 
new notes for $9, probably five times the cost at the printer’s. 

The ultimate development in Hell Notes was reported by Stanley 
Pollard. It’s an ATM card issued in 1988 by the “Other World 
Banking Corporation”. It has a vignette of Shih Huang Ti, and its text 
is similar to that on conventional bank cards, except for the final line, 
which reads: “If found please return by burning this card”. I’d love to 
acquire one; it would be a real conversation piece. 

Why not give Hell Notes a try? They can provide a lot of collecting 
fun, although they’ll never make you rich, unless you can get your 
heirs to burn them at your funeral. 

Acknowledgment: Sincere thanks to Len Harsel, Springfield, Va. and 
Dr. Vincent Wang, Richmond, Va. for information for this article. 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the Hammond Jr. High School cafeteria, 4646 Seminary Rd. in Alexandria. 
For information about the club contact Sec.-Treas. Alynne Skrabalak, P.O. 
Box 5234, Woodbridge, VA 22194. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 North 
1st St., Charlottesville, Va. For information, write to BRCC, 1561 Dairy 
Rd., Charlottesville, VA 22903 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at Aunt Sarah’s Pancake 
House, on the corner of Emmett St. and Rt. 250 Bypass in Charlottesville. 
They hold an auction sale every month. For information write to June Seal, 
P.O. Box 598, Crozet, VA 22932. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the Signet 
Bank Bldg., 7 N. 8th St., Richmond, Va. In Jan. they showed a video on coal 
mining tokens. For information about the RCC, contact Jim Ruehrmund, 712 
Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Roanoke Main 
Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va.. For information contact 
Emmett Yonce, 2040 Roanoke Rd, Daleville, VA 24083. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Tuesdays at the 
Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., Fishersville, Va. For 
information contact A. Ryder, 806 Mona Circle, Staunton, VA 24401. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 4809 
Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. For 
information contact Malcolm Gutterman, P.O. Box 1145 Norfolk, VA 23501. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm at the 
War Memorial Museum, Newport News, Va. For information on the club 
write to: VPCC, P.O. Box 4324, Newport News, VA 23604 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets, on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Mass. Ave., N.W., Wash., D.C. 
New officers are: Pres. Frank Palumbo, Vice Pres. Dave Gotkin, Sec.- 
Treas. Richard Foley, Sgt-at Arms Len Harsel and Board Members Len 
Harsel, Mike Zier, John Fuller and Sedge Moss. For information about the 
club write to: WNS, 6167 Cobbs Rd. Alexandria, VA 22310 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


MAR 13-16 CHATTANOOGA, TN 
Davs Inn. 1-75. Exit 1 


TENNESSEE STATE 
NUMISMATIC SOC. 


MAR. 15-16 FISHERSVILLE, VA 
Augusta Expoland 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
COIN CLUB 


MAR. 20-22 CLEVELAND OH 

Cleveland Conv. Ctr. 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 


APR. 19-20 SALEM, VA 

American.Legion Bldg.. 710 Apperson Dr. 


SALEM COIN CLUB 


JUNE.20-22 MEMPHIS, TN 

Cook Convention Ctr. 


INTERNATIONAL PAPER 
MONEY SHOW 


July 11-13 NEW CARROLTON, MD. 
Ramada Hotel 


METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
COIN SHOW 


JUL. 30-AUG. 3 NEW YORK, NY 
Marriott Marouis Hotel. 1535 Broadway 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


AUG. 7-19 DALTON, GA. 

NW Georgia Trade Ctr. 


BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


SEP. 20-21 McLEAN, VA 

Westpark Hotel 


SEP. 26-28 GREENSBORO, NC 
-Village Green. Meadowview 


VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


Imperial Coins 

( 804 ) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 
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THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BUY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 


BILL WILKERSON 

PRESIDENT 


l SSBBS5 

MODERN COIN INC. 

212 1*:. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 
PHONE <804> 643-0905 - HOURS 10.15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 


















MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOEL P. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


CAVALIER GQLLEGTQI8LES 

RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS. VA 23609 
(804) 249-4387 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 

We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 

Free Price List On Request. 

ANA 50230 / VNA 75 


Post Office Drawer 6127 | Newport News, VA 23606 

804-596-3183 













PUBLIC AUCTIONS 



WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOST AUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG OF OUR NEXT SALE 

5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 

RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 




V*. A. R. * 000627 


VIRGINIA TOKENS 

BY DAVID E. SCHENKMAN 

PUBLISHED BY THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Lists over 2500 tokens dating from the 1830’s to the 1950’s 
from over 400 Va. towns and cities, with hundreds of illustrations 

Hard bound, 238 pages, price $35.00 postpaid 
A 40% discount is given on orders for three or more books 

Send orders and requests for information to: 


VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 







FOR SALE: 1996 VNA Convention wooden nickels; 50c ea. + SASE 
VNA C/P Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Av e . Colonial Heights. VA P3834 

FOR SALE: Wooden nickels, Philipsburg, Pa. , 1997 Bicentennial, 75 cents 

each; wooden nickel keychains $2.00 each. 

Jfisse H . Martin. 12.1 S.Centre St. Phili p sburg.PA 16866:18141 342-7144 

WANTED: Wm.J. Rahily whiskey items from Petersburg,Va. (jugs, bottles, 

signs, adv. pieces); also Coca Cola & Pepsi items (pre-1915 bottles & old 
adv. pieces); & old C.F. Sauer thermometers Eddie Nash.PO Box 
2 32 . BlackStQne.VA 23824:18041 292-313 7 dav / (8041292-5143 night 

WANTED: MIDDLESEX COUNTY, VA. Numismatic / exonumia of any type / 

variety from the 17th Century. Howard A. Daniel, III, P.O. Box 626 
_Dun Lorina. VA 22027-0625: 17031 560-0744 _ 

WANTED: Tennessee paper money, postcards or other Tenn. items of 

Int erest . Paul Garland.1919 Rosem ont Circle.I.ouisville.TN 37777 _ 

WANTED: Tokens from Maine, New Hampshire & Vermont; also collect 

tokens from Va., D.C. & Baltimore. Many available for trade. 

ii-LCD—G flPke .—£L£L_Box 71 04. Charlottesville. VA 23906-7104 

TRADE: Ben Franklin notes for for complete or partial sets of Barber 

dimes, quarters or halves. Will travel to trade. Robert Weikle P.O. Drawer 
6127. Newport News. VA 23606: 18041 596-3183 _ 

WANTED; All medals awarded by the United Daughters of the Confederacy 

to military veterans from Civil War to Desert Storm. 

Char l es Pfeiffer. 1401 Druid Rd.. M aitland. FI 32751. 14071 644-0085 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave. , Colonial Heights. VA 23834 _ 

WANTED: LEESBURG & LOUDON CO., VA Numismatic / exonumia of any 

type. Also, any material with the surname ATWELL or ATTWELL. 

George F. Atwell. PO Box 675. Lee s burg. VA 22075. 17031 777-2253 

WANTED BY COLLECTOR: Maryland obsolete currency, National Bank Notes 

& ail related material. Armand Shank, Jr., PO Box 442, Cockeysville MD 
21030: Ph. 141 01 584-2596 Fveninas __ 

WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld plus US MPC and 

Confederate notes. 

D aryl C. Spelbrino PO Box 633 Vie n na. VA 22183. 17031 938-7267 _ 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 

712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 


Edited by Richard H. Jones and Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

If you collect obsolete currency, you’ll need a copy of this 500 
page catalog which lists all known Virginia notes from 1770 to 
1880, except Va. colonial notes and national bank notes. Sepa¬ 
rate sections are devoted to the following classes of issues: 

Virginia Treasury Notes City and Town Notes 
Private Scrip County and Sheriff Notes 

Notes of all Virginia Banks (Chartered, savings, private, etc ). 

Each note is identified by a catalog number, accompanied by a 
rarity and price guide. There are about 2000 half size illustra¬ 
tions. 


VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 
is available in two forms: 

HARDBOUND @ $55.00 (incl. tax & shipping - bu UPS) 
UNBOUND, either plain or drilled for 3 ring binder @ $49.00 

A dealer discount of 40% is given on orders for three or more 
books. Virginia dealers please furnish your tax exemption num¬ 
ber with order. Make checks payable to: Virginia Numismatic 
Association. Orders for books and request for information should 
be sent to: 


Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 


Thanks for supporting the VNA !!! 
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MERCURY PLAZA MALL 
HAMPTON. VIRGINIA 



Member of 

THE FACTS NATIONWIDE TELETYPE CIRCUIT 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 


===== We Welcome Consignments! - - 

Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 
Autographs Diana Herzog 

Nuel Somosa 


Stocks & Bonds Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 


Currency & Coins Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
= & for a FREE Brochure = 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 



26 Broadway, Suite 271 
New York, NY 10004 


FAX 212-908-4047 


NY 212-943-1880 
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ADVERTISING RATES 

Size 1-Time 1-Year 

'A Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

V 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Mon-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: Mo 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Mumismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Mumismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Mumismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 
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ion, inc., is published six times 
per year. Articles and items 
for publication are welcomed 
and solicited. All six issues are 
mailed from Hampton, Va. at 
the Third Class Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure to 
send us your change of address. 

All VNA mail should be sent to 
the Sec. - Treas. / Editor: 

Jim Ruehrmund 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

Boyoboy, did I ever goof! First I published the wrong dates in the 
Show Calendar for the Shenandoah Valley Club’s March show, not once, 
but twice. Next, I failed to include the offices of president and first & 
second vice presidents in the call for nominations. I apologize most 
profusely, and will try to check the stuff I publish more closely in the 
future. 

Thanks to all who have sent in convention ads and patron listings. 
Having them in hand early greatly eases the work of preparing the 
July issue. I can use a lot more, so do keep them coming. 

The number of members who still owe ‘97 dues is down to 34. If 
you haven’t paid, please stir yourself and send a check for $8.00, 
payable to VNA. 

EXTENDED VACATIONS 

Some of our members who take extended vacations, like going to 
Florida for the winter, have the post office put a stop on third class 
mail while they’re away. Their third class material, including the 
VNA magazine, is returned to sender, and VNA has to pay 55 cents 
postage due on each one. If you’re going to stop your third class mail 
while you’re away, please let me know, and I’ll hold your issues and 
send them to you after you return. A post card will do, or you can call 
me at (804) 358-0525. 

THE MONEY STORY VIDEO 

ANA’s club news bulletin, MintMark arrived on 4 April with the 
news that ANA is distributing free copies to member clubs of the 33 
minute video The Money Story. The only cost will be the actual 
shipping charges. Your local club can obtain a case of 45 videos direct 
from ANA, but for those who can’t use that many, VNA has ordered a 
case , and will distribute them to VNA member clubs (up to 5 copies 
per club) on the same basis. 

This video was produced by the U.S. Mint and the Bureau of 
Engraving & Printing for the use of elementary schoolteachers. 
Combining animation and live action it describes the origin of money, 
its evolution and use, and illustrates how money is actually produced. 

It includes tours of the Philadelphia Mint, and the Bureau of 
Engraving & Printing plant in Washington. 

This can be a great tool for promoting our hobby through 
circulation to schools, libraries, etc., and the cost, thanks to ANA , is 
purely nominal. 

By the time you read this, we should have received the videos and 
have full information on the cost of shipping. If your club would like 
to have some, please get in touch with me. Jim Ruehrmund. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 


OF THE PUBLICATION OF 

UIRGINIR ORSOLETE PRPER MONEV 


PLEASE BRING ALL 


UNLISTED NOTES 

TO THE VNA CONVENTION,SEP. 20-21 

Keith Littlefield will photograph the unlisted notes for 
publication in a supplement to Virginia Obsolete Paper 
Money. Photographing will be done behind the 

registration table from 1-4 pm Saturday, September 20, 
or as needed at other times during the show. 

Also, bring to the convention, or send to Keith, a listing of 
any errors you have found in Virginia Obsolete Paper 
Money so that an errata sheet can be prepared and 
circulated 

If you cannot attend the convention please send your notes 
to Keith Littlefield, 3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 
22003 by registered mail. VNA will reimburse you for 
your expense, and will return them to you in the same 
fashion soon after the show. Please send the _ n ot es 1° 
in early September (no sooner ); this will minimize set up 
and processing time between the census and publication of 
the supplement. To achieve highest quality it would be 
preferable to work from photographs, but a nice clean full 
scale photocopy will do in a pinch. If sending photocopies 
please note ink colors, paper color, any imprint detail, 
printing on the reverse, etc. 

Thanks for your continued support; your ownership will 
be held in the strictest confidence by Keith, Richard Jones 
and Frank Hannah. If we do this at least once every five 
years, collectors and dealers can be kept current on new 
discoveries. 
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1997 VNA CONVENTION AND COIN SHOW 


VNA’s 39th Convention & Coin Show will be held at the Tyson’s 
Westpark Hotel on Leesburg Pike in McLean, Va. September 20-21, 
1997. Bourse table rates are: 

Regular: $195 Wall: $220 Corner $245 

For information, contact Bourse Chairman Keith Littlefield, 3902 
Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003; ph. (703) 354-9544. 

CONVENTION ADS & PATRONS 

Support the convention by taking an ad or being a patron in the July 
issue of the magazine. Cost of convention ads is: 

Full Page: $25 Half Page: $15 Quarter Page: $7.50 

A patron listing costs only $2, an inexpensive way to support VNA. 
Ads and patron listings, accompanied by a check payable to VNA, must 
reach the editor no later than the last week of May; send them to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

The announcement in the last issue was in error. Offices for which 
nominations are solicited are: President, First and Second Vice 
Presidents and four Directors. Candidates must be members in good 
standing. Names of candidates will appear in the July issue. Send 
nominations to: Bob New, PO Box 1124, Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870; 
they must reach him by June 1, 1996. 

THE WALT MASON AWARD FOR 1997 

This award honors the memory of Walt Mason by recognizing those 
whose long-term contributions to our hobby have shown the same 
spirit of generosity, integrity and selflessness that Walt always 
exhibited. Nominations must be in letter form, and can be made by 
anyone. Nominees do not have to be VNA members, and must have been 
numismatically active in the area of Delaware, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Maryland, the District of Columbia, Virginia and the 
Carolinas. The award will be presented at the VNA convention in 
September. Nominations must received by July 1, and should be sent 
to: The Walt Mason Fund, P.O. Box 2301, Springfield, VA 22152. 


CL CL CD 


VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

s The following persons, who have applied for membership in the 

I, Virginia Numismatic Association, will become members 20 days from 
the mailing of this notice, unless objections are received, in which 
case the matter will be acted upon by the Board of Directors. 


A p pl i cant Sponsor 

2 Barry Ciociola, Durham, North Carolina.Dave Ripley 

Shane P. Daniels, Virginia Beach, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Harry A. Frank, Fredericksburg, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Alan Frank, Fredericksburg, Va. (Jr. Member).Jim Ruehrmund 

Edward E. Lea, Jr., Raleigh, North Carolina.Jim Ruehrmund 

y Greg McDiffett, Chesterfield, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

B.J. Pryor, Williamsburg, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Elise P. Quimby, Bridgehampton, New York.Jim Ruehrmund 

Richard H. Reinhardt, Richmond, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

William B. Power, Richmond, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

j Thomas D. Taylor, Warsaw, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

>t 


Applicants for Conversion to Life Membership 

Peter Bertram, R1251, Atlanta, Georgia 
Terry Hess, R1159, Clemmons, North Carolina 


h SOUTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION’S 

1997 CONVENTION & COIN SHOW 

The South Carolina Numismatic Association will hold its 25th 
I; convention and coin show October 31 to November 2 at the Holiday Inn 
on Roper Mountain Road, off 1-385, in Greenville, S.C. The bourse fee 
is $200, and there will be fifty tables. For informarion on tables, 
contact Bourse Chairman Don McAlister, 2207 West Parker Rd., 
Greenville, SC 29611. His phone number is: 1-864-246-2685. 
e 
e 

s REED WALTON MOVES 

y 

n After twenty eight years at Mercury Plaza Mall in Hampton, VNA 

v charter member Reed Walton is moving his business, Reed Walton 
9 Coins, to Hampton Woods Plaza, 1138 Big Bethel Rd., Hampton, VA 

n 23666. We all wish Reed much success in his new location; make it a 

it point to drop in and pay him a visit. 
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LETTERS & NOTES TO THE EDITOR 


Quite a few letters and notes have come in during the past several 
months. They are much appreciated, but it’s beyond the editor's 
capacity to acknowledge all of them directly, so here’s a selection, 
which the membership at large may find interesting. I t 

Neville Brigh writes from Troutville, Va. , that the listing of ANA ' 
membership anniversaries in the Jan. issue left out Jimmy Johnson 
a 50 year ANA member. ’ 1 

77?e Ed. goofed again! Profound apologies to Jimmy J., and 
congratulations on his 50 years in ANA. 

George Sandy writes from Milpitas, Cal., that he and Wilma were 
unable to make it to the ‘96 convention because he had a severe case of 
sciatica, but they hope to be with us again in Sept. ‘97. 

Having had it, I can testify that sciatica’s no fun. We all hope you've 
made a full recovery; we missed you last Sept., and look forward to 
seeing you both in Sept. ‘97. 

John Mercer writes from Alexandria, Va., that they lost their fifteen 
year old schnauzer last May, but got a male puppy, “Prancer" at 
Christmas. John and Prancer asked about Sophie, the Schnauzer 
Numismatist’s plans for another article in the magazine. 

Sophie and I send our condolences on the loss of your aged schnauzer, 
and felicitations on the arrival of Prancer. Sophie, who celebrated 
her 10th birthday on March 11, wishes to inform all of her friends 
that she’s working on an article about “Dog Dollars", and hopes to 
have it ready for publication later this year. She also extends an 
invitation to Prancer, once he's housebroken, to join her as an 
author by writing something for the magazine. 

Merv Reynolds, another 50 year ANA member, writes from Newport 
News that he suffered a stroke and a heart attack last May, which put 
him out of action, closed his shop, SHERWOOD COINS, for two 
months, and caused him to miss the ANA convention. He’s made a good 
recovery, is now back behind the counter, and managed to make it to 
the FUN Show in Orlando, Fla. last January 

Merv, We're all glad you're doing well; it takes more than a mere 
stroke and heart attack to slow down a tough old Down Easter like 
yourself. Also, thpnks for the convention ad. 
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THE FIVE BLACK REGISTERS OF THE U.S. TREASURY 

by Ray Haymaker 


Unknown to many Americans is the fact that, over the years, five 
black men have served as Registers of the U.S. Treasury. This has been 
almost completely ignored by historians and the news media, but, 
beginning in the 1960s some of the information began to surface. 

The five black Registers of the Treasury were: Blanche K. Bruce, 
William T. Vernon, Judson W. Lyons, James C. Napier and Louis B. 
Toomer. Signatures of the first four appeared on U.S. currency during 
their terms of office. Louis Toomer’s did not, because in 1914 the 
Register’s signature was replaced by that of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on all currency except National Bank Notes. It continued to 
appear on nationals until that series ended in 1935. 

It is noteworthy that all five of these gentlemen were Republicans, 
and only served in Republican Administrations. 



Blanche K. Bruce was born a slave in 
Farmville, Prince Edward County, Virginia, on 
March 1,1841. As a child he was taught to read 


$>»vk.Gt) 


and write by his master’s son, which was then against the law. During 
the Civil War he and his family moved to Missouri, where he received 
his early formal education. He attended Oberlin College in 1866, 
studying mathmatics, rhetoric and logic. In 1868 he moved to Bolivar 
County, Mississippi, where he became a planter, eventually acquiring 
considerable property. In 1875 he was elected to the U.S. Senate as a 
Republican, and served on many important committees. On May 19, 
1881, he was appointed Register of the Treasury by President James 
Garfield, and served for four years. His second appointment as 
register was by President McKinley in 1897, but this term was cut 
short by his death on March 17, 1898. 
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Judson W. Lyons was born on August 
15, 1860, in Burke County, Georgia. He 
taught school in South Carolina and Georgia 
while attending Augusta Institute, now Morehouse 
College. He then became active in politics, and in 1880 was the 
youngest delegate to the Republican National Convention, He was a 
delegate to subsequent conventions through 1904. In 1884 he 
graduated from Howard University Law School with an L.L.D., was 
admitted to the bar, and practised law in Augusta, Georgia. He was 
appointed Register of the Treasury by President McKinley in 1898, 
and served until 1906. 




wo 


Bishop William T. Vernon was born 
July 11, 1871, in Lebanon, Missouri. 

From 1880 to 1890 he attended Lincoln 
University in Jefferson City, Missouri, 

earning'a Bachelor of Science Degree. In 1896 he became president of 
Western University in Quindaro, Kansas. At the time the school had 
only one small building and just a dozen students, but by 1915 it had 
developed into one of the leading black institutions. In 1905 Vernon 
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was appointed Register of the Treasury by Republican President 
Theodore Roosevelt. He held the position until 1911, when he was 
appointed Superintendent of Government Schools. Following the 
Democratic victory in the national elections of 1912, he left 
government service and became president of Jackson State College in 
Jackson Mississippi, serving there until 1916, when he became the 
pastor of Avery Chapel in Memphis, Tennessee. In 1920 he was 
elected the 45th Bishop of The African Methodist Episcopal Church. 






James C. Napier was born June 
9, 1848, just outside of Nashville, Tenn., 
to free parents. His family later moved to Ohio, 
and, in 1859, Napier began his studies in the High 
School Department of Wilburforce University. He also attended 
Oberlin College. He then accepted a position with the U.S. War 
Department, and while in Washington attended, and graduated from 
Howard University. He later worked for the Internal Revenue Service 
until 1884, when the Democratic administration of Pres.Grover 
Cleveland came into power and removed him. He then entered into the 
practice of law in Nashville, Tennessee, and in 1905 
was elected to the Nashville City Council, where he 
served four terms. He was a very close friend of Dr. 
Booker T. Washington. Napier was a member of the 
Republican State Executive Committee of Tennessee 
for twenty years, and was four times a delegate to the 
Republican National Conventions. He was appointed 
Register of the Treasury by Republican President 
William Howard Taft In 1911 


Louis B. Toomer 


Louis B. Toomer was born April 25, 1894 in 
Savannah, Georgia, and received his education in the 
public schools there. As a young man he worked three 
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years for the Winchester Repeating Arms Company in New Haven, 
Conn. In 1922 he entered the real estate business, branching out into 
fire insurance in 1935 and banking in 1937. Evidentally a talented 
business man, he became the owner of the Toomer Real Estate Co. and 
the Toomer Insurance Co., and president of the Carver Savings Bank of 
Savannah, Ga. A lifelong Republican, who always had the highest 
praise for his party, Toomer was a delegate to the Republican National 
Conventions of 1944, ‘48 and ‘52. He was appointed Register of the 
Treasury by President Eisenhower In 1953, and served until 1956. 

AN UPDATE ON MARCUS AURELIUS 

Following the article in the last issue on Rome’s statue of Marcus 
Aurelius, further information on the subject has come from Mrs. 
Elise Quimby of Bridgehampton, N.Y., a new VNA member. It appears 
that the statue will not be returned to its old outdoor location. It is 
now on display inside the Senator’s Palace, protected from vandals by 
a plexiglass enclosure, a wise precaution in view of the incident 
several years ago when a madman with a hammer severely damaged 
Michelangelo’s Pieta. Its place on the plaza will be occupied by a 
replica. This raises an interesting question: what sort of finish will 
the replica have? The original has for centuries appeared in the blue- 
green patina of antique bronze, but it was originally gilded, and must 
have been a spectacular sight. Even in modern times traces of gilding 
could be seen on close inspection, in sheltered spots like the horse’s 
mane. An old Roman superstition has it that the traces of gold are 
actually seeping forth from a store of gold hidden within the statue, 
which will eventually becomes completely golden, signalling the 
Judgement Day. That prophecy no doubt applies only to the original 
statue, but it seems unlikely that the replica will be gilded. Although 
striking, it would be a bit too garish for modem tastes, and also 
prohibitively costly. What you’ll probably see when you visit Rome 
will be a statue with a brown finish like all the ones in Richmond. 

DUES FOR NEW MEMBERS 

We like to welcome new members into VNA at any time of the year.We 
also find it necessary to send all annual dues statements in January. 
With this in mind, partial year dues for new members joining during 
the course of the year are: 

If joining in January, February or March, you pay $6.00 
If joining in April, May, June & July, you pay $4.00 
If joining in August through December, you pay the full $8.00, 
which pays for your membership to the end of the following year. 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 

ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the Hammond Jr. High School cafeteria, 4646 Seminary Rd. in Alexandria. 
For information about the club contact Sec.-Treas. Alynne Skrabalak, P.O. 
Box 5234, Woodbridge, VA 22194. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 North 
1st St., Charlottesville, Va. For information, write to BRCC, 1561 Dairy 
Rd., Charlottesville, VA 22903 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays. They have a new meeting 
place, Aunt Sarah’s Pancake House on Pantops Mtn., 1626 Richmond Rd. (Rt 
250 E.) in Charlottesville. They hold an auction sale every month. For 
information write to June Seal, P.O. Box 598, Crozet, VA 22932. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the Signet 
Bank Bldg., 7 N. 8th St., Richmond, Va. In March they held their first 
auction sale of ‘97. For information about the RCC, contact Jim Ruehrmund, 
712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Roanoke Main 
Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va.. For information contact 
Emmett Yonce, 2040 Roanoke Rd, Daleville, VA 24083. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the 
Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., Fishersville, Va. Club 
officers for ‘97 are: Pres. Will Camp, Jr., V. Pres. Robert L. Trayer, 
Treas. Vernon Kidd, Corresponding Secty. Linwood G. Wilkea and Recording 
Secty. Al Berry. For information on the club contact Linwood Wilkes, RR 6, 
Box 570-A, Staunton, VA 24401 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 4809 
Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. For 
information contact Malcolm Gutterman, P.O. Box 1145 Norfolk, VA 23501. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm at the 
War Memorial Museum, Newport News, Va. In March Rick Cubbins gave a 
program on coin trivia & in April they held an auction. For information on 
the club write to: VPCC, P.O. Box 4324, Newport News, VA 23604 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets, on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Mass. Ave., N.W., Wash., D.C. 
For information about the club write to: WNS, 6167 Cobbs Rd. Alexandria, 
VA 22310 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


JUNE.20-22 MEMPHIS, TN 
-Cook Convention Ctr. 

INTERNATIONAL PAPER 
MONEY SHOW 

JUNE 28-29 RALEIGH, NC 
-Scott Bldg.. St. Fairgrounds 

RALEIGH COIN CLUB 


July 11-13 NEW CARROLTON, MD. METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
-Ramada Hotel COIN SHOW 


JUL. 30-AUG. 3 NEW YORK, NY AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 

Marriott Marquis Hotel. 153 5 Broadway ASSOCIATION _ 

AUG. 7-10 DALTON, GA. BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 

-NW Georgia Trade Ctr. _ ASSOCIATION _ 

AUG. 14-17 BALTIMORE, MD ATLANTIC RARITIES 

-Convention Center_ COIN EXPOSITION 

SEP. 12-14 KNOXVILLE, TN PAPER MONEY SHOW 

-Dave Inn Conv. Ctr.. Ce ntral Ave. _ 

SEP. 20-21 McLEAN, VA VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 

- Westpark Hotel _ ASSOCIATION _ 

SEP. 26-28 GREENSBORO, NC NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 

-Village Gre en. Meadowview ASSOCIATION _ 

OCT. 31 -NOV. 2 GREENVILLE, SC SOUTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 
-Holiday Inn. Roper ML Rd.. off 1-385 ASSOCIATION 



(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 

■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 
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THE 

COIN 

EXCHANGE 

OF 

VIRGINIA 



corns FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BUY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 



212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE <804> 643-0965 - HOURS 10.15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 













MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOELP. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


GA VALUER COLLECTIBLES 

RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS. VA 23609 
(804) 249-4387 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 

We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 

Free Price List On Request 
ANA 50230 / VNA 75 


Post Office Drawer 6127 | Newport News, VA 23606 

804-596-3183 














PUBLIC AUCTIONS 



WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOST AUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG OF OUR NEXT SALE 

5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 

RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 




V*. A. R. f 000627 


VIRGINIA TOKENS 

BY DAVID E. SCHENKMAN 

PUBLISHED BY THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Lists over 2500 tokens dating from the 1830’s to the 1950's 
from over 400 Va. towns and cities, with hundreds of illustrations 

Hard bound, 238 pages, price $35.00 postpaid 
A 40% discount is given on orders for three or more books 

Send orders and requests for information to: 


VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 









CONFEDERATE medals, badges .ribbons: UCV, SCV, etc:lllustrated 

bimonthly Newsletter. Subscription $15.00; free sample copy for #10 
SAS E MBR Newsletter. P.O. Box 451491 Atlanta. GA 31145 _ 

WANTEDrContemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for 

my personal collection. Please describe and price. 

Med Lea . 87Q4 Kings Mill Place. Ralei g h. NC 27615 _ 

FOR SALE: 1996 VNA Convention wooden nickels; 50c ea. + SASE 

YMA C/P Qinnie A l dridge. 515 Pinehurst Av e . Colonial Heinhts VA 22SM 

FOR SALE: 100 antique pewter ingots of U.S. Bicentennial History, cost 

$1QPQ ; make offer. Lou Doucet. Box 1 555. Petersburg. VA 33605 _ 

WANTED: Wm.J. Rahily whiskey items from Petersburg,Va. (jugs, bottles, 

signs, adv. pieces); also Coca Cola & Pepsi items (pre-1915 bottles & old 
adv. pieces); & old C.F. Sauer thermometers Eddie Nash PO Box 
2 3 2. BlackstQne.VA 23824:(8041 299-313 7 dav / fR04l9gp-si4.V ninht 
WANTED: MIDDLESEX COUNTY, VA. Numismatic / exonumia of any type / 
variety from the 17th Century. Howard A. Daniel, III, P.O. Box 626 
■Dun Lorino. VA 22027-06 25: 17031 560-n744 _ 

WANTED: Tennessee paper money, postcards or other Tenn. items of 

i nterest . Paul Garland.1919 Rosem ont Circle I ouisville.TN 37777 _ 

WANTED: Tokens from Maine, New Hampshire & Vermont; also collect 

tokens from Va., D.C. & Baltimore. Many available for trade. 

^—Qaokfi,—ELU—Bax—Z1M.— Charlottesville. VA 23906-7104 

WANTED, All medals awarded by the United Daughters of the Confederacy 

to military veterans from Civil War to Desert Storm. 

Ch ar l es Pfe i ffer . 14Q1 Druid Rd.. Maitland. FL 32751. (4071 644 -nnas 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Ci nn i e A l dridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave . Colonial Heights. VA 93834 _ 

WANTED. LEESBURG & LOUDON CO., VA Numismatic / exonumia of any 

type. Also, any material with the surname ATWELL or ATTWELL. 

C eorge F ■ Atwell . PO Box 675 . L eesburg. VA 22075. 17031 777-2253 

WANTED BY COLLECTOR: Maryland obsolete currency, National Bank Notes 

& all related material. Armand Shank, Jr., PO Box 442, Cockeysville MD 
21Q3Q: Ph. (4101 584-2598 F yeninas _ ’ 

WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld plus US MPC and 

Confederate notes. 

Daryl C . Spelbrina PO Box 636 Vi e nna. VA 22183. 17061 968-7267 _ 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 

712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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COLLECTORS CIOICE 



* COINS * STAMPS * JEWELRY* 
* BASEBALL CARDS * 

* GUNS * KNIVES * SWORDS * 


LINDR HULL & LPINCE BULMRN 


5441 Virginia Beach Blvd. 

Suite 120-121 
Virginia Beach, Va. 23462 


TEL. (757) 497-5950 


* * 


FAX (757) 557-0540 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 


~ We Welcome Consignments! ■ = 

Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 
Autographs Diana Herzog 

Nuel Somosa 


Stocks & Bonds Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 


Currency & Coins Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
= & for a FREE Brochure = 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 



26 Broadway, Suite 271 
New York, NY 10004 


FAX 212-908-4047 


NY 212-943-1880 





































ADVERTISING RATES 

Size 1-Time 1-Year 

% Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

«/ 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 
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The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the 
Virginia Numismatic Associat¬ 
ion, inc., is published six times 
per year. Articles and items 
for publication are welcomed. It 
is mailed from Hampton, Va. at 
the 3rd Class Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure to 
send your change of address. 

All VNA mail should be sent to 
the Sec.-Treas. / Editor: 

Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, VA 23220 

IN THIS ISSUE 


President’s Letter.2 

Convention, 1997.3 

Convention Program.5 

Patrons List.6 

Bimetallic Coins.7 

Memb. Applications.9 

Dog Dollars.10 

Hotel Reservation.13 

Election Ballot.15 

Lexington Conference.16 

VNA Clubs.25 

Show Calendar.24 

Money $tore.28 


1 























PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

Dear Friends, 

Cordial greetings to all who attend the VNA Convention and Coin 
Show. If you are reading this from a copy of the magazine you received 
at the show, I hope you’ll find the show thoroughly enjoyable, and that 
you’ll decide to become a VNA member. For information on 
membership, consult the folks at the registration desk, who will be 
happy to sign you up. 

Next, a few words to those who will receive this issue in the mail. 

By the time you read this the 1997 VNA Convention, our 39th, 
will be only about two months away, and I hope you’re making plans to 
attend. For starters, you’ll find your hotel reservation form on page 
13 of this issue. Cut it out and send it in promptly so you’ll be sure of 
getting a room at the Westpark. 

Convention time also means election time, so while you’re cutting 
out the reservation form, please go to page15 and cut out the election 
ballot, mark it and send it to the secretary, Jim Ruehrmund. This 
process may seem a little futile when there’s only one candidate for 
each office, but getting that many has been no small task. All of the 
candidates have agreed to serve, and they deserve our endorsement, so 
please support them and VNA by voting. 

I’m happy to report that this year our convention and the North 
Carolina Numismatic Association’s are not in conflict. We’re back to 
our usual dates, the third weekend in September. Their convention and 
show will be held Sept.26-28 in Greensboro, N.C. at the Village Green 
(see their ad on page 19). We wish them much success, and urge VNA 
members to support our Tarheel friends by attending their 
convention. 

Are you planning to put in an exhibit at the convention? If you’re 
not, I hope you’ll reconsider. I’m well aware of the amount of work it 
takes to mount an exhibit, but there’s a lot of satisfaction in it, too, 
and it’s a great opportunity to share your collecting interests with a 
wide audience. Don’t let lack of display cases deter you. VNA has some 
which will be assigned on a first come, first served basis. To reserve 
cases, or obtain entry blanks, get in touch with Bourse Chairman 
Henry Hawkins. 

The convention is the high point of our VNA year, and I look 
forward to seeing lots of you there. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Steve Bennett 
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VNA’s 39th ANNUAL CONVENTION - 1997 

The 1997 VNA Convention and Coin Show will be held Saturday and 
Sunday, Sept. 20 and 21, at the Tyson's Westpark Hotel, 8401 
Westpark Dr., McLean, Va. To get there from 1-95, take 1-495 
(Washington, D.C. Beltway) west to exit 10 W, Leesburg Pike (Rt. 
7). Go 1.5 miles and turn right before the 6th stoplight. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 

Your hotel reservation card is printed on page 13. To 
be sure of getting a room, cut it out and send it in 
promptly. The room rate is $69.00 per night, single or double. 

VNA BUSINESS MEETING 

The quarterly meeting of the VNA Board of Directors will be held 
at 6:15 PM on Sat., Sept. 20 at the Tyson’s Westpark Hotel. Room 
location will be announced. Business will include certification of 
elections and plans for the 1998 convention. 

BOURSE TABLES 

Bourse table rates for the 1997 show are: 

Regular: $ 195 Wall: $220 Corner: $245 

Dealer setup time is 5 - 9:30 PM, Friday, September 19 

For more information, contact Bourse Chairman Keith Littlefield, 
3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003; phone (703) 354-9544 

BOURSE 

The bourse will open to the public at 10 AM on both days of the 
show. Admission is free. Here’s a great opportunity to add some choice 
items to your collection, so be sure to visit all of the dealer’s tables. 

Starting this year, the bourse will close at 4:00 PM on Sunday in 
order to give the dealers a little more time to pack up their stuff and 
get on the road. 

No insurance will be carried on bourse materials, but full time 
guard service will be maintained for the duration of the show. 

EXHIBITS 

Contact Exhibit Chairman, Henry E. Hawkins, Rt. 11, Box 190, 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801; phone (703) 433-2223 to obtain entry 
forms and reserve space for your exhibit. Share your interests with 
others by mounting an exhibit. If you have display cases, please bring 
them with you. VNA does, however, have a limited number of cases 
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which will be assigned on a first come first served basis. If you will 
need one or more cases, let Henry Hawkins know promptly. 

No insurance will be carried on exhibits, but full time guard 
service will be maintained for the duration of the show. 

RAG PICKERS GET-TOGETHER 

The Rag Pickers, a.k.a. paper money collectors, will hold their 
annual meeting at 9:00 PM Saturday evening; location will be 
announced. This is a traditional VNA event, and it’s always 
entertaining, even to those who have little or no interest in paper 
money, so plan to be there. 

AWARDS BREAKFAST 

The Awards Breakfast will be held at 8:00 AM on Sunday, the 
21st.. As in the past, it will be a buffet costing about $9.00 per 
person. Reservations are not required. New officers will be installed, 
exhibit awards will be presented, and Len Harsel will present the 

1997 Walt Mason Award. This makes a great opener for the 

convention’s last day, so join your friends for breakfast at 8. 

MEMBERSHIP & DUES 

Membership application forms will be available at the 
registration desk. The $8 dues paid by new members joining during 
the months of Sept. - Nov. cover membership through the end of 
1998, so do make it a point to enlist a new member, or, better yet, 

enlist several. Also, you can pay your 1998 dues of $8.00 at the 

registration desk, and save VNA the trouble and expense of sending you 
a bill next January. 

COME AND HAVE FUN 

Come to the Westpark the third weekend in September for fun and 
sociability. Living as widely separated as we do, the VNA Convention 
offers a once a year opportunity for collectors of similar interests to 
get together and compare notes (and coins). It’s an opportunity to 
meet with your old friends, and make some new ones * Bring your 
family with you. While you’re browsing on the bourse, they can find 
plenty of interesting and entertaining things to do, for the Northern 
Virginia - Washington, D.C. area offers great shopping, and 
memorable restaurants are numerous. Museums, like the 
Smithsonian, historic sites, like Mount Vernon, and other tourist 
attractions, like the Washington Zoo, abound. There’s something here 
to please everyone, or at least nearly everyone, so come to McLean and 
join in the fun. 
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39th ANNUAL CONVENTION 


of the 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Friday, September 19 

5:00 - 9:30 PM - Bourse Room Open to Dealers Only 

Saturday, September 20 

9:00 AM - Bourse Room Open to Dealers 
10:00 AM - Bourse Open to General Public. 

6:00 PM - Bourse Room Closed to All 
6:15 PM - Meeting of the VNA Board 
9:0U”PM - Rag Pickers Get-Together 

Sunday, September 21 

8:00 AM - Awards Breakfast 
9:00 AM - Bourse Room Open to Dealers 
10:00 AM - Bourse Open to General Public 
4:00 PM - Bourse Closes - Convention Closes 


AWARDS BREAKFAST PROGRAM 


INVOCATION 

WELCOME and INTRODUCTION.STEVE BENNETT 

BREAKFAST 

PRESENTATION of EXHIBIT AWARDS.HENRY E. HAWKINS 

PRESENTATION of WALT MASON AWARD.LEN HARSEL 

INSTALLATION of OFFICERS.STEVE BENNETT 
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VNA THANKS THE FOLLOWING PATRONS 


FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
OF THE 1997 CONVENTION 


Ginnie & Sam Aldridge 

Dave & Theresa Armstrong 

Jim & Marge Beard 

Steve & Yoko Bennett 

Alan Blair 

Brandon Blake 

Mike Capen 

Neil A. Chiappa 

Bob Custer 

Guy DeWolf 

Lou Doucet 

Audrey Doucet 

Barbara Hannah 

Billy Hannah 

Forest Hannah 

Frank Hannah 

Marge Hannah 

Len Harsel 

Henry & Loretta Hawkins 
Dell & Ray Haymaker 
Keith & Ellen Littlefield 
Katie Littlefield 
Sam Littlefield 
George & Wilma Sandy 
Jane N. Scott 
David S. Scott 


Mark J. O’Hara 
Page Mann 
Greg McDiffett 
Duane McSmith 
Bob & Myrt New 
William B. Power 
Elise Quimby 
Jim & Elsie Ruehrmund 
Jessica E. Ruehrmund 
Shauna R. Ruehrmund 
Sophie S. Ruehrmund 
Stevie S. Ruehrmund 
Merv Reynolds 
Doug & June Seal 
Jerry & Ruthie Schmidt 
Daryl & Bonny Spelbring 
Guy R. Swanson 
Ted & Evie Tarr 
Thomas D. Taylor 
Paul Tuttle 
Bob Walter 
Larry White 
Bill Wilkerson 
Emmett Yonce 
Susan S. Washburn 
David W. Washburn 
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MODERN BIMETALLIC COINS 


by John Magruder 


A “Coinage' Revolution” quietly began in 1982 when the Italian 
State Mint (Instituto Poligrafico e Zecca dello Stato) introduced a 500 
lire bimetallic coin to replace a note of the same denomination. I was 
fortunate to get one when my brother came home from a European 
vacation. The coin has an outer ring of chrome steel with a center of 
bronze. The obverse has the bust of a woman with the legend 
REPVBLICA ITALIANA on the outer ring. The reverse has a city scene 
in the center, and on the outer ring are a shaft of grain, the 
denomination and Braille lettering. 



The Italian Mint also produced ringed bimetallic coins for Vatican 
City and San Marino the same year, but the new technology drew little 
recognition or numismatic press. 

The ringed bimetallics were produced in a two step process.In the 
first step the outer ring and center core were struck seperately, and 
in the second they were fitted together. Problems arose with this 
process: it was very labor intensive and time consuming, and it was 
found that the two pieces were insufficiently bonded, so that the center 
could be removed from the ring. 

An improvement in bimetallic technology came in 1988. The 
French Mint (Monnaie de Paris) was faced with a serious problem. A 
newly introduced 10 franc coin could be confused with the the half 
franc coin, and it was found that half francs were accepted for ten 
francs by vending machines. So serious was this problem that the 
Mint Director was fired! 

The new Director, Patrice Cahart, immediately began to search for 
an alternative for the 10 franc piece. Borrowing technology from the 
Italian Mint, he was able to introduce a bimetallic coin with a steel 
center and an aluminum-bronze ring later in the year. Several 
processes were changed to allow the piece to be coined with a single 
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strike. Also, small cavities were notched on the inside of the outer 
ring to allow metal to flow from the inner ring, locking both pieces 
together. 

This new process catapulted ringed bimetallics to the forefront in 
numismatic publications. Since then over 40 countries have issued 
circulating bimetallic coins, many of them as replacements for high 
denomination notes. 

In 1992, Mexico brought out the first 
circulating precious metal bimetallics in 
10, 20 and 50 new peso denominations, 
each with a center of .925 silver. The new 
coins were introduced as a coinage reform to 
alleviate the need for small denomination 
notes. Since then several countries have 
issued proof precious metal non-circulating 
bimetallics. China was the first with a gold 
center (.999), silver ring (.999) bi¬ 
metallic 10 yuan panda. As Europe marches closer to a monetary 
union, several countries, including Belgium, Finland, Germany 
Gibraltar, Italy and the Netherlands have issued precious metal Ecus 
and Euros. 




Recently, France has struck a ringed trimetallic 20 franc coin for 
itself and Monaco. Canada has also struck a trimetallic token as part of 
their testing of materials for replacement of their two dollar note. 

As a way for collectors to exchange bi-metallic coins and gain 
more knowledge, the Worldwide Bimetallic Collectors Club was 
formed in September, 1996. It currently has 44 members in ten 
countries, including the Netherlands, USA, Canada, Mexico, Chile, 
Italy, Hungary and Australia. Every Week a WBCC Newsmail 
containing information and news provided by members is sent to the 
membership electronically via E-mail. Members also receive a bi¬ 
monthly catalog, The World of Bimetallics, that lists all known 
bimetallics from all over the world. 
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The WBCC focal point is Martin Peeters (martinp@concepts.nl), 
Zevenbergen, the Netherlands. Martin coordinates the information and 
publishes the catalog. When you have a question about bimetallics, you 
can contact the WBCC help desk at lfriemel@apc.net, or you can access 

the WBCC web site at: http://www.Hlos.com.au/~Rod.Sell/WBCC.html 

for more information. The web site provides photographs of bimetallic 
coins as well as news releases. The World Bimetallic Collectors Club 
has no dues; to be a member you only have to have an interest in 
bimetallics, and a willingness to share information. 


VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

The following persons, who have applied for membership in the 
Virginia Numismatic Association, will become members 20 days from 
the mailing of this notice, unless objections are received, in which 
case the matter, will be acted upon by the Board of Directors. 

Applicant Sponsor 

Dorothy Blackwell, Lexington, Virginia......Richard Jones 

L. Clay Camp, Jr., Virginia Beach, Virginia....Brad Sawyer 

Priscilla R. Gay, Natchitoches, Louisiana.Jim Ruehrmund 

Jeffrey L. Macher, Glen Allen, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Benjamin P. Thurman, Moneta, Va. (Jr. Member).Ray Haymaker 

Dan Vance, Lexington, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 


COLLECTOR’S SHOWCASE COIN SHOW IN ROANOKE 

The Collector’s Showcase Coin Show will be held at the Roanoke Civic 
Center, 710 Williamson Road, N.E. Roanoke, Va. Saturday and Sunday, 
July 19-20, 1997. Hours are 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. on Saturday, 
and 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. on Sunday. For information on tables, 
contact Show Chairman Emmett Yonce, P.O. Box 512, Daleville, VA 
24083. Phone: (540) 992-5331. 

SOUTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION’S 
1997 CONVENTION & COIN SHOW 

The South Carolina Numismatic Association will hold its 25th 
convention and coin show October 31 to November 2 at the Holiday Inn 
on Roper Mountain Road, off 1-385, in Greenville, S.C. The bourse fee 
is $200, and there will be fifty tables. For informarion on tables, 
contact Bourse Chairman Don McAlister, 2207 West Parker Rd., 
Greenville, SC 29611. His phone number is: 1-864-246-2685. 
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DOG DOLLARS 


by Sophie S. Ruehrmund 

H it’s been quite a while (three years to be 
exact) since I last did an article for the magazine, 
and lately a number of my friends have asked when 
my next one would appear. The trouble was that 
nothing in the way of doggy numismatic subjects 
had turned up until recently, when I heard about 
coins called “Dog Dollars” that circulated in 
Virginia back in the 1600s. 

Sophie Here was a subject I could really set my teeth 

in, so I immediately got busy researching it. I quickly learned , much 
to my disappointment, that the animal depicted on Dog Dollars isn’t a 
dog at all, it’s just another one of those stupid lions, but once I’d 
gotten into the subject there was no turning back. 

“Dog Dollar” was a 17th century Virginia slang name for the 
Dutch leeuwendaalder, or lion dollar, issued between 1575 and the 
1690s by the seven united provinces of the Dutch Republic. As you 
can see from the illustration, the obverse has a man in armor, holding 
a shield with a coat of arms on it. The reverse has a rampant lion, that 
looks more like an old English sheep dog. The coins were struck at a 
fineness of .870, and their silver content, about 23.95 grams, was 
equal to 4 shillings 3 pence halfpenny in English money. The coins are 
rather crude; all were hammer struck, and little care was taken to 
make them perfectly round. 

In the 17th century the Dutch were daring and enterprising 
mariners and traders. The lion dollar was their standard trade coin, 
and they spread them all over the world. They were early visitors to 
the new English settlement at Jamestown in Virginia, and you may 
remember that it was a Dutch ship that brought the first African 
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slaves there in 1619. 

It wasn’t long before the the British banned foreign mercnants 
from trading with their colonies. That didn’t stop the Dutch; they 
merely shifted their activities to the Eastern Shore of Virginia. 
Separated from the rest of Virginia by the broad waters of Chesapeake 
Bay, the people of Accomack County on the Eastern Shore did pretty 
much as they pleased, and welcomed the arrival of Dutch ships at their 
plantation wharves. What the Dutchmen wanted was tobacco, and they 
paid for it in coin, a commodity that was always in short supply in 
colonial Virginia. This activity was, of course, smuggling, but the 
local authorities made no move to stop it, probably because they were 
also involved in it. 

In this way lion dollars began to circulate on the Eastern Shore, 
but there was one small problem, no one knew exactly what they were 
worth in terms of English shillings and pence. The inhabitants of 
Accomack had been engaged in this trade for so long they had probably 
forgotten that it was illegal, and on April 1, 1697, they submitted the 
following petition to the Virginia House of Burgesses: 

The Greivance of the Inhabitants of .the Cou’ty of Accomack 
given unto their Burgesses at its Court House, &c, to be 
presented to the p’snt Assembly. 

Whereas dollars, commonly called Lyon or Dog dollars, 
have no vallue ascertained whereby they may pass 
currantly amongst the inhabitants of the county; wee, 
therefore, pray a Law may pass to ascertain at what value 
the said dollars may pass currantly from man to man, for 
ye better advancement of Trade & Commerce. 

No record can be found of any action taken in response to this 
petition, and it’s likely that none was taken. The planters of Accomack 
apparently didn’t press the issue lest embarassing questions be asked 
as to the source of their Dog Dollars. 

Once the trade with Holland ceased, the Dutch dollars disappeared 
from Virginia. They must have been shipped back to Europe in 
payment for imported goods. Even so, you might expect that at least a 
few would have stayed here, but, as far as I’ve been able to determine, 
archaeological digs, relic hunters and casual finds have never turned 
up a single one. It’s possible, of course, that a few may have been 
found and not recognized for what they were. If you know of any finds 
of Dog Dollars in Virginia, please inform the editor. 

There you have the story of Dog dollars, as far as it’s presently 
known. If you collect coins that circulated in colonial Virginia, you’ll 
need one for your collection. Although not found here, they’re not 
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particularly rare, although they may be a little pricey. If you do a bit 
of sniffing around at the next show you go to, you’ll probably find one. 

By now you’re no doubt wondering how in the world a schnauzer, 
and a tiny one at that, could ever come up with an article like this. I’ll 
have to admit that I did get some help from Jim, but don’t forget that I 
have an extensive numismatic background, having been associated 
with it for ten years now, (my entire life). If there are any other 
numismatically inclined dogs out there who might care to do an 
article, Jim says please do; send it in and he’ll be glad to print it. 

VNA’s BOOK IS PAID FOR 

Five years ago, when Richard Jones and Keith Littlefield completed 
the preparation of their book, Virginia Obsolete Paper Money, 
production of the book was made possible by a group of benefactors 
who advanced the necessary funds as a no interest loan, to be repaid 
from sales proceeds. Checks for the fifth and final installment were 
sent out in April of this year, and the book project is now free of debt. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association is deeply grateful to the 
following benefactors, whose generosity has made possible a major 
contribution to the field of paper money collecting: Dr. Douglas B. 
Ball, Elvin B. Miller, Gerald A. Schmidt, Neil A. Chiappa, Corbett B. 
Davis, Joe L. Gallo, David S. Scott, Reed S. Walton and the Washington 
Numismatic Society. 


THE MONEY STORY VIDEO 


VNA has received from ANA a case lot (45 copies) of the 33 minute 
video The Money Story; the only cost to us was the shipping charge. 
Any ANA member club can obtain a case of these videos direct from 
ANA, but for those who can’t use 45 copies, VNA will distribute our 
supply to our member clubs (up to 5 copies per club). The only 
charge is the cost of mailing, $1.95, for each tape. 

This video was produced by the U.S. Mint and the Bureau of 
Engraving & Printing for the use of elementary schoolteachers. 
Combining animation and live action it describes the origin of money, 
its evolution and use, and illustrates how money is actually produced. 
It includes tours of the Philadelphia Mint, and the Bureau of 
Engraving & Printing plant in Washington. 

This can be a great tool for promoting our hobby through 
distribution to schools, libraries, etc., and the cost, thanks to ANA , is 
purely nominal. 

If your club would like to have some, please get in touch with Jim 
Ruehrmund; address & phone no. are on page 1. 


I 
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The Tysons Westpark Hotel has made the 

following arrangements for your group: 

Virginia Numismatic Assocation 
September 19-21, 1997 
Group #2184, $69.00 + tax 

Please reserve_room(s) for_persons. Arrival date:-- Departure date. 

CHECK-OUT TIME IS 12:00 NOON. 

Reservations to be made in the name of: ----- 

First name Last name 


n*p Tys ? n ™ i 

vyestpark Hotel 

8401 Westpark Drive, McLean, Virginia 22102 



Street address City State ZIP 

IMPORTANT: If you wish to guarantee your reservation to be held past 6:00 p.m., please enclose a deposit equal to 
the amount of your first night’s stay OR complete the following to guarantee with a credit card: 

Type of card Credit card number Exp. date Holder s signature 

Cancellations/No-Shows: Guaranteed reservations must be cancelled before 6:00 p.m. 
of the arrival date to avoid being charged for one night’s stay. 

Reservations requested after the cutoff date above will be subject to room availability. 


800 . 533.3301 

703 . 734.2800 


















IN CELEBRATION OF THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE PUBLICATION OF 
UIHGINIH OBSOLETE PRPEB MONEY 
PLEASE BRING ALL 

UNLISTED NOTES 

TO THE VNA CONVENTION,SEP. 20-21 


Keith Littlefield will photograph the unlisted notes for 
publication in a supplement to Virginia Obsolete Paper 
Money. Photographing will be done behind the 

registration table from 1-4 pm Saturday, September 20, 
or as needed at other times during the show. 

Also, bring to the convention, or send to Keith, a listing of 
any errors you have found in Virginia Obsolete Paper 
Money so that an errata sheet can be prepared and 
circulated 

If you cannot attend the convention please send your notes 
to Keith Littlefield, 3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 
22003 by registered mail. VNA will reimburse you for 
your expense, and will return them to you in the same 
fashion soon after the show. Please send the notes to Keith 
in early September (no sooner l: this will minimize set up 
and processing time between the census and publication of 
the supplement. To achieve highest quality it would be 
preferable to work from photographs, but a nice clean full 
scale photocopy will do in a pinch. If sending photocopies 
please note ink colors, paper color, any imprint detail, 
printing on the reverse, etc. 

Thanks for your continued support; your ownership will 
be held in the strictest confidence by Keith, Richard Jones 
and Frank Hannah. If we do this at least once every five 
years, collectors and dealers can be kept current on new 
discoveries. 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS, 1997 




The slate of candidates below was reported by the Nominating 
Committee for offices whose terms expire in September, 1997. All of 
the candidates are members in good standing, and have agreed to serve. 

ALL MEMBERS ARE URGED TO SUPPORT VNA 
BY EXERCISING THEIR RIGHT TO VOTE. 

Please cut out the ballot and mail it to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, Sec.-Treas. 

712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 


1997 OFFICIAL BALLOT 

For the term 1998-2000 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

OFFIC ER S 

President, Michael Capen, Williamsburg, Va. I I 

1st Vice Pres. , Joel Cherry, Falls Chuirch, Va. I I 

2nd. Vice Pres. , Brandon Blake, Petersburg, Va. I I 

DIRECTORS (vote for four) 

Steven K. Ellsworth, Clifton, Va. I I 

Len Harsel, Springfield, Va. I I 

Ray G. Haymaker, Huddleston, Va. I I 

Keith Littlefield, Annandale, Va. I I 
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CONFEDERATE CURRENCY 
Images, Icons and Inflation 

On April 26, the Stonewall Jackson Foundation in Lexington, Va. 
held a one day conference on Confederate currency in conjunction with 
the Confederate currency, exhibit, at the Stonewall Jackson House, 8 
East Washington St. in Lexington. 

The Foundation secured the services of four able speakers (two of 
them VNA members), who provided a thoroughly enjoyable program. 
Dr. Doug Ball spoke on Financial Failure and Confederate Defeat as 
Illustrated by the Confederate Currency. Guy Swanson, of Richmond, 
spoke on Confederate Coins and Mints: Why There Were None. Dr. 
Pamela Potter-Hennessey of the Washington and Lee Faculty spoke on 
Nationalism and Internationalism: the Eclectic Iconography of 
Confederate Currency, and the Smithsonian’s Dr. Dick Doty gave us 
Making Do: Monetary Expedients in Wartime Virginia. 

The lunch break allowed time for a visit to the Stonewall Jackson 
House to view the exhibit, which is very nicely done, and well worth 
seeing. About a dozen VNA members attended, including Hugh and 
Martha Shull, who came all the way from South Carolina. VNA 
congratulates Ms. Michael Lynn, Executive Director of the Stonewall 
Jackson Foundation and Ms. Joanna Smith, Curator, for holding this 
significant and interesting event. 


>T WOlfffl 



From 


GEORGE and IIIILMR SRNDV 

Milpitas, California 
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Compliments of the 


RICHMOND COIN CLUB 

ESTABLISHED 1940 


The Richmond Coin Club meets on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 P.M. at the 
Signet Bank Building, 7 North Eighth Street, 
Richmond, Va. 


Visitors are always welcome 


PAPER MONEY 

ANA-52964 VNA-711 

Do you really want the BEST PRICE for your paper money ? 
Then don’t sell until you get my offer I I buy collections, 
estates and hoards. Dealers, I want to buy from you, too ! 
Telephone or send a general list of what you have for sale. I’ll 
travel to you for lots that warrant. Buying since 1964. 

JAMES A. SPARKS, JR. 

P.0 Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145 (704) 633-5177 


Fredericksburg Virginia Wanted 

obsolete scrip, tokens, postcards,old stoneware 
crocks / jugs, bill heads, bonds, documents, etc. 

KEITH LITTLEFIELD 

3902 ROSE LANE, ANNANDALE, VIRGINIA 22003 
(703) 354-9544 


17 








Mute? piu«t 

fllW^vv of prjntmg 


The creative 


FOR ALL 
YOUR 

PRINTING NEEDS 


911 "G" STREET 
HAMPTON, VIRGINIA 23661 
(804) 244-6800 
FAX: (804) 247-9431 
1-800-292-2091 



NORTH CAROLINA 
NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


CONVENTION & COIN SHOW 

Sep 26-28, 1997 
Village Green 

130 Meadowview Ave 
Randleman Rd. Exit off 1-85-40 

Greensboro NC 


50 Dealers - Exhibits - Free Parking 


General Chm: Ted Hendrick 
Box 12052, Raleigh NC 27605 
919-828-9150 

Bourse Chm: Cy Dellinger 
6221 Woodbridge Rd., Charlotte NC 28227 
704-568-3897 

Exhibits Chm: Robert Schreiner 
Box 2331, Chapel Hill NC 27515 
919-929-7668 



THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BUY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 





212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (8041 643-0905 - HOURS 10:15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 















MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOEL P. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


CAVALIER COLLECTIBLES 

RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 
(804) 249-4387 



LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Min- 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 

We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 

Free Price List On Request 

ANA 50230 / VNA 75 

-UJZM-LkJ--*-- 


Post Office Drawer 6127 | Newport News, VA 23606 

804-596-3183 

















VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


Joining a club broadens your horizons, makes you new friends and 
increases the fun of collecting. If you don’t belong to a club, why not 
contact one of the following: 

ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the Hammond Jr. High School cafeteria, 4646 Seminary Rd. in Alexandria. 
For information about the club contact Sec.-Treas. Alynne Skrabalak, P.O. 
Box 5234, Woodbridge, VA 22194. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 North 
tst St., Charlottesville, Va. For information, write to BRCC, 1561 Dairy 
Rd., Charlottesville, VA 22903 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at Aunt Sarah’s Pancake 
House on Pantops Mtn., 1626 Richmond Rd. (Rt 250 E.) in Charlottesville. 
Va. For information write to June Seal, P.O. Box 598, Crozet, VA 22932. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the Signet 
Bank Bldg., 7 N. 8th St., Richmond, Va. For information contact Jim 
Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Roanoke Main 
Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va.. For information contact 
Emmett Yonce, 2040 Roanoke Rd, Daleville, VA 24083. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the 
Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., Fishersville, Va. For 
information on the club contact Linwood Wilkes, RR 6, Box 570-A, 
Staunton, VA 24401 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 4809 
Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. For 
information contact Malcolm Gutterman, P.O. Box 1145 Norfolk, VA 23501. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm at the 
War Memorial Museum, Newport News, Va. For information on the club 
write to: VPCC, P.O. Box 4324, Newport News, VA 23604 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets, on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Mass. Ave., N.W., Wash., D.C. 
For information about the club write to: WNS, 6167 Cobbs Rd. Alexandria, 
VA 22310. The WNS does not meet in the months of July & August. 
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PUBLIC AUCTIONS 



WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOST AUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG OF OUR NEXT SALE 

5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 

RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 




BEST WISHES 


TO THE 


VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

FOR A VERY SUCCESSFUL SHOW 


COMPLIMENTS 


OF 


THE SALEM COIN CLUB, INC. 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


July 11-13 NEW CARROLTON. MD. 

-Ramada Hotel 

METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
COIN SHOW 

JUL. 19-20 ROANOKE, VA 

-Civic Ctr.. 710 Williamson Rd NE 

COLLECTORS SHOWCASE 
COIN SHOW 

JUL 30-AUG. 3 NEW YORK, NY 

-Marriott Marauis Hotel. 1535 Broadway 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

AUG. 7-10 DALTON, GA. 

-NW Georgia Trade Ctr. 

BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

AUG. 14-17 BALTIMORE, MD 

-Convention Center 

ATLANTIC RARITIES 
COIN EXPOSITION 

SEP. 12-14 KNOXVILLE, TN PAPER MONEY SHOW 

-Davs Inn Conv. Ctr.. Central Ave. 

SEP. 20-21 McLEAN, VA 

- Westpark Hotel 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

SEP. 26-28 GREENSBORO, NC 

-Village Green. Meadowview 

NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 

association 

OCT. 31-NOV. 2 GREENVILLE.SC 

- Holiday Inn. Roper Mt. Rd.. off i-srs 

SOUTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

NOV. 14-16 BALTIMORE, MD 

-Convention Center 

SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 
COIN SHOW 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


CERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established .1970 
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MY INTERESTS ARE: 

MINOR COINS OF THE WORLD 

From 1600 to 1965 

After over 70 years of enjoying the hobby 
I am willing to sell off my collection of over 
250 countries, one complete, or near complete 
Type Set of each country, as a unit. 

If you are interested, drop me a line 

DUANE McSMITH 

Past President, VNA 
P.O. Box 453, Norge, VA 23127 


DOUG’S COINS 

All U.S. Coins 

Buy - Sell - Trade - Appraisals 


DOUG SEAL Phone 

P.O. Box 598 (804) 823-8096 

Crozet, VA 22932 


BEST WISHES FOR A GREAT CONVENTION 

FROM 

PAUL TUTTLE, VNA R979 

FLORENCE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
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A Most Sincere and Hearty Welcome to all who attend VNA’s 
Thirty Ninth Annual Convention 
from 

Ginnie Aldridge 

Past President 

Virginia Numismatic Association 


SHERWOOD COINS 

Buy * Sell * Appraisals 

Coins * Paper Money 'Collectibles * Gold & Silver investments 

MERVYN H. REYNOLDS 

14405 Old Courthouse Way, Newport News, VA 23608 
Hours: Mon - Fri 11 -6; Sat 10-4; Ph (757) 874-6921 


WANTED: VIRGINIA 

TOKENS and MILK BOTTLE CAPS 

PAGE MANN 

P.O. BOX 1684, WILLIAMSBURG, VA 23187-1684 
Telephone (804) 220-2077 

—T4MS(LM)VNA(LM) ATCO RWBB(LM) 

BEST WISHES FOR A GREAT CONVENTION 

and 

HAPPY COLLECTING 

LARRY WHITE 

Life Member 35 
LIBERTY CENTER, OHIO 


26 










N & W SALVAGE, INC. 

Salvage and Surplus Merchandise Bought and Sold 
NEIL A. CHIAPPA, PRESIDENT 
319 W. Williamsburg Road, Sandston, VA 23150 
804-737-0279 FAX 737-0348 

VNA LM 65 ANA 70383 NCNA 786 

Yonce’s Coins 

5411 Williamson Rd. (Happy’s) 

Roanoke, VA 24012 

Wednesday thru Saturday 9 - 4 
Emmett Yonce Phone 540-362-4437 


BEST WISHES TO VNA 

FROM 

JIM and ELSIE RUEHRMUND 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 

WILLIAMSBURG COIN & STAMP 

* Coins * Supplies * Baseball Cards * 

* Medals & Decorations * Stamps * Etc.* 

323B Penniman Rd., Williamsburg, VA 
Telephone (804) 229-5544 

OPEN MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS & FRIDAYS 


27 











THE MONEY $TORE 


CONFEDERATE medals, badges .ribbons: UCV, SCV, etc:lllustrated 

bimonthly Newsletter. Subscription $15.00; free sample copy for #10 
SAS E MBR Newsletter. P.O. Box 45 1421. Atlanta. GA 31145 _ 

WANTED:Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for 

my personal collection. Please describe and price. 

Ned Lea. 87Q4 Kings Mill Place. Raleigh, NC 27615 _ 

FOR SALE: 1996 VNA Convention wooden nickels; 50c ea. + SASE 
Y NA C/Q G i nnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial Heights. VA 23834 

FOR SALE: 100 antique pewter ingots of U.S. Bicentennial History, cost 

$1QQQ: make offer. Lou Dou c et. Box 1555. Petersburg. VA 33805 _ 

WANTED: Wm.J. Rahily whiskey items from Petersburg,Va. (jugs, bottles, 

signs, adv. pieces); also Coca Cola & Pepsi items (pre-1915 bottles & old 
adv. pieces); & old C.F. Sauer thermometers Eddie Nash.PO Box 
232. BlackStQne.VA 23824:(8041 292-31 3 7 dav / (8041292-5143 night 

WANTED: MIDDLESEX COUNTY, VA. Numismatic / exonumia of any type / 

variety from the 17th Century. Howard A. Daniel, III, P.O. Box 626 
Dun Loring. VA 22027-0625: (7031 560-0744 _ 

WANTED: Tennessee paper money, postcards or other Tenn. items of 

interest. P aul Garland.1919 Rosemont Circle.Louisville.TN 37777 _ 

WANTED: Tokens from Maine, New Hampshire & Vermont; also collect 

tokens from Va., D.C. & Baltimore. Many available for trade. 

dint— Cppke .—ELCL —Bax—Z1Q4. Charlottesville. VA 23906-7104. 

WANTED; All medals awarded by the United Daughters of the Confederacy 
to military veterans from Civil War to Desert Storm. 

Charles Pf eiffer. 1401 Druid Rd.. Maitland. FL 32751. 14071 644-0085 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

G i nnie Aldridge. -515 Pinehurst Ave. . Colonial Heights. VA 23834 _ 

WANTED: LEESBURG & LOUDON CO., VA Numismatic / exonumia of any 
type. Also, any material with the surname ATWELL or ATTWELL. 

George F. Atwell. PO Box 675. Le esburg. VA 22075. t7031 777-2253 

WANTED BY COLLECTOR: Maryland obsolete currency, National Bank Notes 
& all related material. Armand Shank, Jr., PO Box 442, Cockeysville MD 
21Q3Q: Ph. (410) 584-2598 Fveninns __ 

WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld plus US MPC and 
Confederate notes. 

Daryl C. Sp elbring PO Box 633 Vienna. VA 22183. t7031 938-7267 _ 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 
712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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COINS 


* GUNS 



* STAMPS * JEWELRY* 
BASEBALL CARDS * 

* KNIVES * SWORDS * 


LINDA HULL & UINCE BULMAN 


5441 Virginia Beach Blvd. 

Suite 120-121 
Virginia Beach, Va. 23462 


TEL. (757) 497-5950 


* * 


FAX (757) 557-0540 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 


■ We Welcome Consignments! ■ ; 

Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 
Autographs Diana Herzog 

Nuel Somosa 


Stocks & Bonds Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 


Currency & Coins Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
= & for a FREE Brochure = 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 



FAX 212-908-4047 


26 Broadway, Suite 271 
New York, NY 10004 


NY 212-943-1880 
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THE RELIC MEDAL OF THE U.S.S. OLYMPIA 
by Jim Ruehrmund 

The protected cruiser, U.S.S. Olympia, now 102 years old, and 
the only survivor of America’s “New Navy” of the 1880s and’90s, is 
by far the most historic American ship of her era, from her starring 
role in the emergence of the United States as a world power. 

The Olympia was built in San Francisco, Calif., and commissioned 
in February, 1895. The following August she departed for the Far East 
to become the flagship of the U.S. Asiatic Squadron, and spent the next 
several years visiting ports in China, Japan and the Philippines. In 
January, 1898, Commodore George Dewey (1837-1917) assumed 
command of the squadron, and concentrated his ships at Hong Kong, 
where he could communicate with Washington by cable. In addition to 
Olympia, the American fleet consisted of the cruisers Baltimore, 
Boston and Raleigh, the gunboats Concord and Petrel, and the 
revenue cutter, McCulloch. 

Dewey, a native of Vermont, and an 1858 graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Academy, was at age 60, nearing retirement, and some of his 
friends and coleagues extended sympathy at his new assignment. War 
with Spain was already a distinct possibility, and they believed that 
little would occur in the Pacific. How wrong they were! 

On 25 April 1898 Dewey received word of the U.S. declaration of 
war with Spain, and moved his fleet to Mirs Bay, in Chinese territory 



The Olympia as she appears today 
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a few miles from Hong Kong. There the ships had their white and buff 
paintwork covered over with drab gray, and all non-essential 
woodwork was jettisoned to reduce the danger of fire. 

Two days later, on the 27th, after receiving a cablegram from 
Pres. McKinley himself, directing him to proceed to the Philippines 
and destroy or capture the Spanish fleet there, the commodore got his 
ships underway, and headed for the Philippines. 

The Americans arrived off the Philippines on the 29th, looked into 
Subic Bay, and, on finding no Spanish Ships there, made for Manilla 
Bay. With his ships darkened, Dewey led his fleet into the bay at 
midnight with no opposition, except for a few ineffective shots from 
shore batteries. 

At daybreak on 1 May the Spanish fleet of ten ships was sighted, 
anchored in a line at the Cavite Naval Base, near Manilla. The Spanish 
opened a heavy fire, but Dewey waited until the range was down to 
5,000 yards before issuing his famous order to Olympia’s skipper, 
Capt. Gridley, “You may fire when you are ready, Gridley”. That 
command has become a by-word, but it was just a bit rhetorical; all 
the guns were already loaded and trained on their targets, and eager 
hands were itching to yank the firing lanyards. 

The Americans passed back and forth along the the Spanish line, 
firing as they went. Spanish gunnery was abysmal; American 
gunnery, while not the greatest, was more than sufficient to 
annihilate the Spaniards. Within a couple of hours about 400 of them 
were dead, and all of their ships were burning or sinking. The 
American ships suffered only minor damage; eight American sailors 
were slightly wounded, and none killed. 

Dewey’s victory startled the world, and put it on notice that 
America was a power to be reckoned with. The news was received in 
America with wild enthusiasm. Within a few weeks Commodore Dewey 
was promoted to Rear Admiral, the Congress also voted him a sword of 
honor, and created a special medal for him and the officers and men of 
his command. 

After participating in the opening phase of the Phillipine 
Insurrection, the Olympia sailed for home via Suez and the 
Mediterranean , arriving in Boston in October, 1899, where the 
admiral and his men were feted as heroes. 

During the years prior to World War I Olympia cruised in the 
Atlantic, the Caribbean and the Mediterranean, showing the flag, and 
occasionally sending landing parties ashore at trouble spots. By 1917, 
when the U.S. entered the war, she was getting old, but still had some 
useful service left in her. In 1918 she was with the Allied force 
dispatched to Murmansk, Russia, in the wake of the Russian 
Revolution, and her landing force engaged in several skirmishes with 
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the Bolsheviks. Her final task came in 1921, when she was dispatched 
to France to bring home the remains of the Unknown Soldier for 
burial in Arlington National Cemetary. 

Decomissioned for the last time in 1922, Olympia was berthed in 
the Back Channel at the Philadelphia Navy Yard, where, with guns 
removed and paint peeling, she lay for thirty five years. In 
September, 1957 the Navy presented her to the Cruiser Olympia 
Association, a private group formed in Philadelphia to restore and 
preserve her. 




When the Olympia departed for the Far East in 1895, she was 
issued a spare propeller, which was lashed down on the fantail. No 
accident occurred to require its use, and sixty two years later it was 
still there, and in 1958 the Association had it converted into medals to 
be sold to raise funds. The one illustrated is 1.25 inches (31.5 mm) 
diameter. It was purchased in 1958, while the restoration of the ship 
was still in progress. An article in the Numismatist at that time 
mentioned that larger medals, about 50 mm, of the same design, were 
also struck, but no further information on them has turned up. That 
propeller probably weighed at least a ton, so the quantity of medals 
struck must have been large. 


The Olympia 


The restored Olympia, along with the World War II submarine, 
U.S.S. Becuna, is moored in the Delaware River at Philadelphia in the 
Independence Seaport Museum, just a few blocks from Independence 
Hall. If you are in Philadelphia, you should plan to visit her. In fact, 
she s worth a special trip to Philadelphia just for that purpose. 

Although they will never be rare, the Olympia medals are bona 
fide relics of a very historic ship, and, what’s more, they are still 
available. Like most museums, this one has a gift shop, in this case 
called the Ship’s Store, where you can buy the medals at $5.00 each. 
They make nice additions to a collection, and the money derived from 
their sale helps to maintain this grand old ship. 
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RICHARD A. ASHBURN 
1948-1997 


Richard A. (Rich) Ashburn of Richmond, Va., died on June 4, 
1997. He was life member no. 49 of VNA, and a former member and 
past president of the Richmond Coin Club. He was an employee of the E. 
I. DuPont Co., and for a number of years operated a coin business, A&A 
Rich’s Riches in Richmond. The Virginia Numismatic Association 
extends deepest sympathy to his family. 

JAMES M. LUCK, Jr. 

1930-1997 

Charlottesville lost a beloved coin dealer when James M. “Mac” 
Luck, Jr. passed away July 20 from complications of heart disease and 
diabetes. 

In 1962 Mac founded the Jefferson Coin Shop, Charlottesville’s 
only shop devoted exclusively to numismatics. The business is 
currently operated by his son, James M. “Jim” Luck, III. 

Mac was highly respected in the industry and the community for 
his knowledge and integrity. He served several terms as president of 
the Monticello Coin Club, and was an active member of the Blue Ridge 
Coin Club.. 

In addition to Jim, survivors include two daughters, Elizabeth L. 
Caritj and Katherine J. Poe, their families, seven grandchildren, and 
a brother, Carleton M. Luck, to all of whom the Virginia Numismatic 
Association heartfelt sympathy. 


VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

The following persons, who have applied for membership in the 
Virginia Numismatic Association, will become members 20 days from 
the mailing of this notice, unless objections are received, in which 
case the matter will be acted upon by the Board of Directors. 


Applicant Sponsor 

David Consolvo, Covesville, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Kert Phillips, Greensboro, North Carolina.Joel Cherry 

Michael Riddle, Arlington, Texas.Parry Bragg 

Kenneth Swab, Bethesda, Maryland.Jim Ruehrmund 
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RICHMOND COIN & PAPER MONEY SHOW 

Dave Ripley’s Richmond Coin & Paper Money Show will be held on Sat. 
& Sun., October 11-12 at the USA Mini Mall at Newbridge Square 
Shopping Center, 6031 Nine Mile Rd, on the east side of Richmond. 
Cost of tables is $90 for one and $150 for two. For information, 
contact Dave Ripley, PO Box 221, Sandston, VA 23150-0221, or give 
him a call at (804) 992-5331. 

SALEM COIN CLUB’S FALL SHOW 

The Salem Coin Club will hold its fall coin show Saturday and Sunday, 
November 8-9 at the American Legion Building, 710 Apperson Drive, 
Salem, Va., Hours are 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM both days. For 
information on tables, contact Show Chairman Emmett Yonce, 2040 
Roanoke Rd., Daleville, VA 24083. Phone (540) 992-5331. 

TENNESSEE STATE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY’S ANNUAL 
FALL CONVENTION & COIN SHOW. 

The T.S.N.S. will hold its annual fall convention & coin show Friday 
through Sunday, October 17-19, at the Camp Jordan Arena in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. To get there from 1-75, take Exit 1 West. 
Turn left by the Ramada Inn, and follow The Camp Jordan signs. For 
information, contact Terry Hess, Box 831, Clemmons, NC 27012. 

THE MILLENNIUM 

There is a belief, apparently inspired by the Book of Revelation, that 
the world will end at the end of the second millennium after the birth 
of Christ. You need not worry about this, as, in actuality, the second 
millennium has already ended. In the Roman Empire years were 
reckoned from the traditional date of the founding of the City of Rome, 
the anno urbis condita (A.U.C.), which is the year we designate 753 
B.C. The Christian Era chronology now in use was devised by a monk 
named Dionysus Exiguus in A.D. 525, as a Christian replacement for 
the old pagan system. He chose as his starting point the year of 
Christ’s birth, which he thought had occurred in the Roman year 753 

A. U.C. He picked the wrong year, for the Gospels plainly state that 
Christ was born in the reign of King Herod of Judaea. Herod died in 4 

B. C., so the Nativity must have occurred in that year, or perhaps in 5 
B.C. In other words, the second millennium ended either last year, 
1996, or the year before, and we have safely entered the third. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO VNA’s 
CONSTITUTION & BY LAWS 


The VNA Constitution & By-Laws, as amended Aug.5, 1994, 
provide that amendments must be presented to the Board by an 
individual member in good standing, and endorsed by five association 
members. On approval by the Board, such amendments are to be 
published in The Virginia Numismatist in the form of a ballot for a 
vote by the membership. 

The following amendments, proposed by Jim Ruehrmund, 
R938, and endorsed by Ray Haymaker, L42, Ken Muller, R1283; 
Dave Ripley, R1226;. Jerry Schmidt, L52 and Bill Wilkerson, R357, 
are based on experience of working with the ‘94 Amendmants. They 
were approved for submission to a vote of the membership by the VNA 
Board at its quarterly meeting in Ashland, Va., July 26, 1997. 

ART. IV OFFICERS 

Sect. 2. restricts the offices of President, 1st & 2nd Vice 
Presidents and Secretaty-Treasurer to residents of Virginia, making 
about 20% of our members ineligible for these offices, and depriving 
VNA of the services of able people who might otherwise benefit the 
association. It is proposed that Sect. 2 be amended to read as follows: 

Sect.2 Any individual member in good standing shall be eligible 
for the Board of Directors, and for election or appointment to the 
offices of President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President and 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

ART. VI DUES 

Sect.3 provides that new members joining during the course of the 
year must pay the full amount of annual dues, which discourages mid¬ 
year applications. Under our present procedure all dues notices are 
sent out in January. Recruitment would be encouraged by prorating 
the dues for new members, and Sect. 3 should be amended as follows: 

Section 3. Applications for reinstatement shall be accompanied by 
the regular annual dues. Dues for new members joining during the 
course of the year will be prorated as determined by the Board of 
Directors. In both cases this will pay dues to the following December 
31. New applicants accepted between September 1 and December 31, 
and paying the full annual rate, will be paid in full through 
December 31 of the following year. 
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ART. IX AMENDMENTS 

Sect.2 contains procedures for presentation of amendments by 
members, but does not state that the VNA Board can also originate , 
amendments. Recommend that the following be added at the beginning 
of Sect.2: 

SECTION 2. The Board of Directors may originate amendments, ' 
and any individual member in good standing may present an 
amendment in writing....etc. 

BY-LAWS J 

ART. II, ELECTION OF OFFICERS , 

Sect.3 provides that elected officers shall be installed at the j 
annual banquet in September at the convention. Since we now hold a , 
breakfast instead of a banquet, and since it is possible that a future , 
convention may be held in a month other than September, it is , 
proposed that that this be amended to read as follows: , 

SECTION 3. Elected officers shall be installed at the annual < 
convention. 

ART. V GENERAL LAWS & REGULATIONS 1 

Sect.7 requires that VNA maintain membership in the American I 
Numismatic Association and the Middle Atlantic Numismatic 
Association. This limits VNA’s freedom of action,and In view of the 
merging of MANA with GENA, it is recommended that Sect. 7 be ( 
deleted, even though there is no present intention to drop VNA’s , 
membership in either organization. ! 


ALL VNA MEMBERS ARE URGED 
TO VOTE ON THESE ISSUES. 

Your ballot is on the following 
page. Please cut it out, mark in your 
vote on each of the items presented, 
and send it to the Secretary 
Treasurer. 
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BALLOT FOR THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
TO THE 

VNA CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS 

********************** 

ALL MEMBERS ARE URGED TO SUPPORT VNA 
BY EXERCISING THEIR RIGHT TO VOTE. 

Please cut out the ballot, mark it & mail it to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, Sec.-Treas. 

712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 

PLEASE VOTE ON EACH OF THE FIVE ITEMS 

CONSTITUTION 
ART. IV, OFFICERS 

Shall we remove the provision which restricts the offices of 
President, 1st & 2nd Vice President & Secretary-Treasurer to 
residents of Virginia, and open these offices to all members, 
regardless of where they live? YES Cl NO □ 

ART. VI, DUES. 

Shall we authorize the Board to set partial year dues for new 
members joining during the course of the year? YES □ NO □ 

ART. X, AMENDMENTS 

Shall we authorize the Board to originate amendments to the 
Constitution & By-Laws, with such amendments to be submitted to a 
vote of the membership for approval? YES Q NO O 

BY-LAWS 

ART. II, ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Shall we delete the requirement that new officers be installed at the 
banquet in September? YES □ NO □ 

ART. V, GENERAL LAWS & REGULATIONS 

Shall we rescind the provision that mandates VNA membership in the 
American Numismatic Association and the Middle Atlantic Numismatic 
Association? YES P NO U 


9 





UIRGINIR TOKENS 


BY DAVID E. SCHENKMAN 

PUBLISHED BY THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

This 238 page cloth bound book lists over 2500 trade and 
transportation tokens dating from the 1830s to the 1950s 
from over 400 Virginia towns and cities Each entry has a 
catalog number and a valuation guide, Many tokens are 
illustrated. 

Price of VIRGINIA TOKENS is $35.00 per copy, which 
includes shipping. A discount of 40% is given on orders for 
three or more books. 


Address orders and requests for information 

to 


Virginia Numismatic Association 
Att’n. Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


A collector who doesn’t belong to a club is one who is missing a lot 
of fun & fellowship. If you are within visiting distance of any of these 
clubs, plan to drop in on a meeting soon. 

ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the Hammond Jr. High School cafeteria, 4646 Seminary Rd. in Alexandria. 
For information about the club contact Sec.-Treas. Alynne Skrabalak, P.O. 
Box 5234, Woodbridge, VA 22194. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 North 
1st St., Charlottesville, Va. For information, write to BRCC, 1561 Dairy 
Rd., Charlottesville, VA 22903 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at Aunt Sarah’s Pancake 
House on Pantops Mtn., 1626 Richmond Rd. (Rt 250 E.) in Charlottesville. 
Va. For information write to June Seal, P.O. Box 598, Crozet, VA 22932. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the Signet 
Bank Bldg., 7 N. 8th St., Richmond, Va. For information contact Jim 
Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Roanoke Main 
Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va.. For information contact 
Emmett Yonce, 2040 Roanoke Rd, Daleville, VA 24083. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the 
Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., Fishersville, Va. For 
information on the club contact Linwood Wilkes, RR 6, Box 570-A, 
Staunton, VA 24401 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 4809 
Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. For 
information contact Malcolm Gutterman, P.O. Box 1145 Norfolk, VA 23501. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm at 
Sammy & Nick’s Steak House, 2718 W. Mercury Blvd. in Hampton. For 
information write to: VPCC, P.O. Box 4324, Newport News, VA 23604. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets, on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Mass. Ave., N.W., Wash., D.C. 
For information about the club write to: WNS, 6167 Cobbs Rd. Alexandria, 
VA 22310. 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


SEP. 12-14 KNOXVILLE, TN PAPER MONEY SHOW 

- Days Inn Conv. Ctr.. Central Ave. _ 

SEP. 20-21 McLEAN, VA VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 

-MfestparK Hotel_ association _ 

SEP. 26-28 GREENSBORO, NC NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 

- Village Green. Meadowview ASSOCIATION _ 

OCT. 11-12 RICHMOND, VA RICHMOND COIN & PAPER 

- USA Mini Mall. 6031 Nine Mile Rd.MONEY SHOW _ 

OCT. 17-19 CHATTANOOGA, TN TENN. STATE NUMISMATIC SOC. 

-Samp Jordan Arena_ annual fall convention 

OCT. 31-NOV. 2 GREENVILLE, SC SOUTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 
-Holid ay inn. Roper Mt. Rd.. off 1-385 association _ 

NOV. 1-2 VIENNA, VA VIENNA STAMP & COIN SHOW 

-Community Ctr.. 120 Cherry St. ___ 

NOV. 8-9 SALEM, VA SALEM COIN CLUB 

-American Legion Bldg.. 710 Apperson Dr._ 

NOV. 14-16 BALTIMORE, MD SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 

-Convention Center_ COIN SHOW _ 

NOV. 15-16 RALEIGH, NC CAROLINA COIN & STAMP 

-Holzhouser Bldg.. State Fairgrounds CONVENTIONS 


Imperial Coins 



(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 

■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 





















MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOEL P. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


GAVALOEIR COLLECTABLES 

RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 
(804) 249-4387 

LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 

We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock- 
Free Price List On Request. 

ANA 50230 / VNA 75 


Post Office Drawer 6127 | Newport News, VA 23606 

804-596-3183 
















THE 
k COIN 
j) EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BOY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861 -6449 





212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE <804> 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 

















PUBLIC AUCTIONS 

ALAN BLAIR 


WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOST AUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG OF OUR NEXT SALE 

5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 

RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 


IF YOU'RE A RAG PICKER, YOU'LL NEED A COPY OF 

VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 

Edited by Richard H. Jones & Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

500 Page catalog lists all known Va. notes from 1770 to 1880 
except Colonial & National Bank Notes; 2000 illustrations 
Hardbound @ $55.00;Unbound @ $49.00(incl tax & shipping) 

A discount of 40% is given on orders for 3 or more books 
Send orders and information requests to: 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 
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WANTED: “Spottswood” Civil War Medal,7th W.Va. Battalion, 1865, Horse¬ 

shoe on top inscr,”We Have Crossed the Mountains”,cloverleaf below, 

R/W/B ribbon. M.L.McDon ald. POB 808 Winchester. VA PPfini _ 

CONFEDERATE medals, badges, ribbons: UCV, SCV, etc.Illustrated bimonthly 
Newsletter. Subscription $15.00; free sample copy for #10 SASE 

-MBR Newsletter. P.O. Box 451421. Atlanta. GA 81145 _ 

WANTED:Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for 
my personal collection. Please describe and price. 

Nfid Lea. 87 Q4 Kings Mill Place. Raleigh! NC 27615 _ 

FOR SALE: 1997 VNA Convention wooden nickels; 50c ea. + SASE 

^N A C/Q Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial Heights. VA 23834 

FOR SALE: 100 antique pewter ingots of U.S. Bicentennial History, cost 

$1 QQQ; make offer. Lou Dou c et. Box 1555. Petersburg. VA 88805 _ 

WANTED. Postmarked $2 Bills. Paying $3.20; more for special postmarks 

and some pre-Bicentennial stamps. Minimum 10 bills, unless they are 
unusual. David Consolvo. POB 153.C o vesville. VA 22931: (8041 293-4371 

WANTED. MIDDLESEX COUNTY, VA. Numismatic / exonumia of any type / 

variety from the 17th Century. Howard A. Daniel, III, P.O. Box 626 
-Dun Lorino. VA 22027-062 5: 17031 560-0744 _ 

WANTED: Tennessee paper money, postcards or other Tenn. items of 

interest. Pa ul Garland.1919 Rosemont Circle.Louisville.TN 37777 _ 

WANTED: Tokens from Maine, New Hampshire & Vermont; also collect 

tokens from Va., D.C. & Baltimore. Many available for trade. 

—E-£L—Bex_7104. C harlottesville. VA 23906-7104. 

WANTED; All medals awarded by the United Daughters of the Confederacy 

to military veterans from Civil War to Desert Storm. 

D iiarles Pfeiffer. 1401 Druid Rd.. M aitland. FL 32751. (4071 644-0085 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Qinnie Al dridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave.. Colonial Heights. VA 23834 _ 

WANTED: LEESBURG & LOUDON CO., VA Numismatic / exonumia of any 
type. Also, any material with the surname ATWELL or ATTWELL. 

G eorge F. Atwell- PO Box 675. I ees b uro. VA 22075. f7031 777-2253 

WANTED BY COLLECTOR: Maryland obsolete currency, National Bank Notes 
& all related material. Armand Shank, Jr., PO Box 442, Cockeysville, MD 
21 Q3Q: Ph. (4101 584-2598 Fvenings _ 

WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. 
Daryl C. Soelbrino PO Box 633 Vienn a. VA 22183. (7031 938-7267 _ 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 
712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 


~ We Welcome Consignments! - 

Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 
Autographs Diana Herzog 

Nuel Somosa 


Stocks & Bonds Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 


Currency & Coins Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
= & for a FREE Brochure == 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 



26 Broadway, Suite 271 

FAX 212-908-4047 New York, NY 10004 NY 212-943-1880 
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CONVENTION REPORT 


It was a grand convention! We may not be able to put on as big a 10 

show as some other organizations can, but ours stands out for fun & ^ 

fellowship. VNA thanks all of its workers for their efforts, especially ™ 
Bourse Chairman Keith Littlefield, who brought it all together and ' 
Jim & Marge Beard and Ray & Dell Haymaker, who ran the 
registration table so efficiently, as they’ve done for many years. P 1 

No convention can be complete without the presence of Burnett rj 
Anderson of Krause Publications, who was on hand once again, N 
dispensing free copies of Krause literature. ° 

Attendance by the public was excellent, and they found a great 7, 
lineup of dealers with plenty of good stuff to sell. H 

Saturday evening after the bourse closed, the Board held its 
quarterly meeting, and discussed at length the proposal that our 1998 
convention be held in Williamsburg, Va. More information on this 
will appear in the next issue. Mike Capen’s move from Director to 
President created a vacancy, which the Board filled by electing David 
Scott of Culpeper, Va., to serve for the remainder of the term. w 

The Rag Pickers spent an entertaining evening in spirited R 

conversation on many paper money topics. Star of the event was Keith lo 
Littlefield, who brought his blender and all the fixin’s, and regaled all 
hands with strawberry margaritas. As a result, few of the a 

participants remember much about what went on. a 

At the awards breakfast Sunday morning, Henry Hawkins w 
presented the Charles Affleck Award for the best paper money exhibit 



New Officers are Sworn in 
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to Larry White (life Memb. #35), of Liberty Center, Ohio, for his 
„ eye popping six case display of German paper money. Ray Haymaker’s 

jH non-competative exhibit, The Five black Registers of the U.S. 

J Treasury, was also recognized. 

h ° Burnett Anderson then called Richard Jones foreward, and 
presented him the Krause Organization’s Numismatic Ambassador 
Award (see below). Judith Murphy, Past President of the Blue Ridge 
l Numismatic Association, installed the following newly elected VNA 
officers: President Mike Capen, 1st Vice President Joel Cherry, 2nd 
, Vice President Brandon Blake, and Directors Steven Ellsworth, Len 
Harsel, Ray Haymaker and Keith Littlefield. 

its 

,QQ 

hi s RICHARD JONES, A NUMISMATIC AMBASSADOR 

to 

vid A highlight of the 1997 convention occurred on Sunday morning 
with the presentation of the Krause Numismatic Ambassador Award to 
ed Richard Jones (Life Memb. #2), of Roanoke Va. for his distinguished 
ijth long term services to our hobby. 

all The award was instituted in 1974, with the late Charlie Affleck 
he among the first recipents. To date about 275 awards have been made, 
and Richard is the 16th VNA member to receive it. All of us extend 
ns warmest congratulations to Richard on this well deserved honor. 



Richard Receives His Numismatic Ambassador Award 
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RESULTS OF VOTING ON CHANGES TO THE 
VNA CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS 


At its meeting on 20 Sept. 1997, the VNA Board set 3 October as the 
cutoff date for ballots on the proposed changes. As of that date, 37 
ballots had come in. Adoption of the measures requires an affirmative 
vote of 2/3 of the ballots cast, in this case 25 votes. All of the 
proposals received more than 25 votes, are therefore declared 
adopted, and will be incorporated into the VNA Constitution & By- 
Laws. 

Results of the voting are given below. 

CONSTITUTION 
ART. IV, OFFICERS 

Shall we remove the provision which requires that the President, 1st 
& 2nd Vice President & Secretary-Treasurer be residents of Virginia, 
and open these offices to all members, regardless of where they live? 
YES: 31 / NO: 6 

ART. VI, DUES. 

Shall we authorize the Board to set partial year dues for new 
members joining during the course of the year? YES: 35 / NO: 2 

ART. X, AMENDMENTS 

Shall we authorize the Board to originate amendments to the 
Constitution & By-Laws, with such amendments to be submitted to a 
vote of the membership for approval? YES: 37 / NO: 0 


BY-LAWS 

ART. II, ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Shall we delete the requirement that new officers be installed at the 
banquet in September? YES: 33 / NO: 4 

ART. V, GENERAL LAWS & REGULATIONS 

Shall we rescind the provision that mandates VNA membership in the 
American Numismatic Association and the Middle Atlantic Numismatic 
Association? YES: 31 / NO: 6 
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ADVENTURES OF A SHILLING 


PREFACE. Some may recall Joseph Addison’s 1710 essay, Adventures 
of a Shilling, which appeared in these pages in 1991. Well, here’s an 
account of another shilling, with a new set of adventures. 

I was born at the Royal Mint in London in the year 1592, my 
parents being a parcel of the old debased coin of King Henry VIII, and 
their ancestors, generations of pennies going back to Saxon times. 
Melted in the furnace, and refined to the sterling standard of England, 
my sisters and I were, by the moneyer’s hammer given the image & 
superscription of Her Majesty, Good Queen Bess (God bless her), and 
thus attired, we set forth on our travels through the realm. 

I visited the pockets, purses and tills of all kinds and conditions of 
people, from bakers to weavers, and beggars to lords, in numbers 
beyond counting, never remaining very long in any one place, but, 
then, we shillings love nothing so much as travelling. I once came into 
the hands of Ben Jonson, the playwrite, who carried me to the Swan 
Tavern by Charing Cross, where I treated him to Canarie wine, his 
favourite tipple. 



Shilling of Queen Elizabeth I, mint mk. Tun=1592-95 

In the year 1641 I travelled to Dublin in Ireland in the pocket of a 
soldier sent thither to put down a revolt of the Irish, who were ever 
restive under English rule. Soon after our arrival, my trooper and his 
mates rode out to Clontarf, a place near Dublin, where they became 
embroiled in a fight. Along with his great broadsword, my trooper 
carried a brace of pistols in which he placed his chief reliance. When 
the fight commenced, he drew one of his pistols, discharged it, and 
reached for the other, but as he was about to pull the trigger, he 
noticed that the flint, held in the little jaws of the cock, was loose, and 
likely to cause a mis-fire. Holding pistol and reins in one hand, he 
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reached into his pocket with the other, drew me forth, thrust my edge 
into the screw slot, and gave a hearty twist, putting a heavy crimp in 
my edge, which I wear to this day. Whether or not it sufficed to do his 
business, I know not, for in the excitement of the moment he dropped 
me. I fell into a puddle, and sank from sight. 

I lay there in the ground for a very long time, thereby avoiding all 
of the calamities and catastrophes that transpired during my 
retirement. My long sojourn in the earth was, in fact, not without its 
benefits, for, beyond a doubt, it preserved me from the melting pot, 
the fate of so many of my sisters. 

I returned to the world in the summer of the year 1953, when I 
had the good fortune to be unearthed by some workmen who happened 
to be digging a ditch. One of them spied me lying in the dirt, picked me 
up, rubbed the soil off of me, and put me in his pocket. That evening he 
carried me to a public house and spent me on drink. This led me to 
think that I might be resuming my old life of commercial travel, but 
such was not to be, for the publican, taking note of my venerable 
antiquity, put me aside to keep for a curiosity. 

I lay in the back of that publican’s till for some months, until one 
day a Mr. Peter Fallon, of Dublin, who bought & sold old copper & 
pewter wares, came in and purchased a quantity of old pewter things, 
whereupon the publican presented me to him as a keepsake. I thus 
moved from the publican’s till to a drawer in Mr. Fallon’s desk, 
where I lay for another six months. 

In the summer of 1954, a mariner from America came into Mr. 
Fallon’s shop, bought some of his old pewter, and inquired about 
sellers of old coins in Dublin. Mr. Fallon said he knew of none, but 

that he himself had one old coin, which he would bestow 
on his customer as a gift, whereupon he took me out of 
the drawer, and presented me to the mariner, who 
received me with many thanks. 

My new owner carried me on board his ship, and 
that same day placed me in the paper envelope in which 
I’ve resided ever since. A few days later we travelled to 
America, where I joined his collection of coins. 

I do sometimes miss the pleasure and adventure of 
passing from hand to hand, but I confess I find my 
present situation quite agreeable. I’m accorded the 
respect to which my age entitles me, and I’m brought 
out into the fresh air from time to time to be examined 
and admired by other numismatists. What more could 
Edge any shilling wish? 
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JAMES A. JOHNSON, JR. 

1920 - 1997 

James A. (Jimmy) Johnson, Jr., one of VNA’s most senior 
members, died in Richmond on September 9, 1997. He was a graduate 
of the College of William and Mary, and was a chemist for the State of 
Virginia for 47 years. 

Jimmy was VNA Life Member No. 5, and served as our president 
from 1965 to 1967. A member of ANA since 1946 (#12344), he 
was also a life member and past president of the Richmond Coin Club. 
In 1984 he was named a Numismatic Ambassador by Krause 
Publications in recognition of his many contributions to the hobby. 

Jimmy is survived by two sisters, Mrs. James F. Briggs, Jr. of 
Franklin, Va., and Mrs. William A. Wright of Richmond, nine nephews 
and nieces, and eleven great nephews and nieces, to all of whom the 
Virginia Numismatic Association extends its condolances. 

LIMON E. FORTNER, JR. 

1926-1997 

Major Limon E. (Sam) Fortner, Jr. USAF (Ret.) of Richmond, Va., 
died on Sept. 20, 1997. Following his retirement from the Air Force, 
he worked for the Va. State air Pollution Control Board for 12 years, 
retiring in 1987. Sam was an enthusiastic collector, and was VNA 
member No. 1110. 

He is survived by his wife, Anne, four daughters, Margaret F. 
Hall, Carolyn A. Fortner-Burton, Kathleen F. Rommell and Nancy J. 
Clark, six grandchildren and three stepgrandchildren, to all of whom 
the Virginia Numismatic Association extends sincere sympathy. 

SAMUEL W. ALDRIDGE 

1921 - 1997 

Samuel W. (Sam) Aldridge of Colonial Heights, Va., husband of VNA 
past president, Ginnie Aldridge, died on Aug. 28, 1997. He was a 
retired civil service employee at Fort Lee, Va., and an Army veteran 
of World War II. 

In addition to Ginnie, Sam is survived by two sons, Jimmy and 
Arthur, a daughter, Linda, eight grandchildren and five great¬ 
grandchildren. The Virginia Numismatic Association extends deepest 
sympathy to Ginnie and her family. 
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VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 


Applicant Sponsor 

Norman P. Brand, Washington, D.C.Jim Ruehrmund 

Brad Ciociola, Durham, North Carolina (Jr.Member).Jim Ruehrmund 

John Crews, Glasgow, Virginia (Jr. Member).Steven Ellsworth 

Francis R. Crowe, Woodbridge, Virginia.Mike Capen 

John H. Fariss, South Boston, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Gary E. Glise, Rochester, New York.Jim Beard 

John C. Koebert, Reston, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

William J. Levy, MD, McLean, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Justin D.Miller, Tappahannock, Virginia (Jr. Memb.)Jim Ruehrmund 

Martha W. Miller, Tappahannock, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

James M. Nachman, Richmond, Virginia.Bob New 

Richard A. Nansen, II, Glenelg, Maryland.Ray Haymaker 

Carl E. Ostiguy, Savage, Maryland.Dell Haymaker 

Thomas J. Powell, Washington, D.C.Bob New 

Rappahannock Area Coin Club, Fredericksburg,Va.Jim Ruehrmund 

Joseph H. Reumont, Shady Side, Maryland.Ray Haymaker 


Applicant For Conversion To Life MermbershiP 

Richard E. Evans, R1010, Roanoke, Virginia. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB’S WINTER SHOW 

The Shenandoah Valley Coin Club will hold its Winter Coin Show of 
about 40 tables Sat. & Sun., Dec. 6-7, 1997 at Augusta Expoland on 
1-64 between Staunton and Waynesboro. Hours are; 10 am - 6 pm 
Sat., and 11 am - 5 pm Sun. For Information, call Jim Ryder at 
(540) 886-4606. 

THE RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB 

VNA welcomes its newest member club, the Rappahannock Area Coin 
Club of Fredericksburg, Va. They meet monthly at 7 pm on 3rd. 
Tuesdays in meeting Room 2 of the Central Rappahannock Regional 
Library on Caroline St. in Fredericksburg; most meetings include an 
auction sale. Visitors are welcome. For information,contact Pres. 
Harry Frank, 5923 Cascade Dr., Fredericksburg, VA 22407-4361. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB’S CHRISTMAS MEETING 

The Richmond Coin Club’s Christmas meeting will be held at 7 pm on 
Tuesday, Dec. 2, at Extra Billy’s Restaurant, 5205 West Broad St. in 
Richmond. Visitors are welcome. Reservations are NOT 
required; order from the menu and pay your individual check. There 
will be a numismatic Christmas gift for everyone who attends. 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the Hammond Jr. High School cafeteria, 4646 Seminary Rd. in Alexandria. 
For information about the club contact Sec.-Treas. Alynne Skrabalak, P.O. 
Box 5234, Woodbridge, VA 22194. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 North 
1st St., Charlottesville, Va. For information, write to BRCC, 1561 Dairy 
Rd., Charlottesville, VA 22903 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at Aunt Sarah’s Pancake 
House on Pantops Mtn., 1626 Richmond Rd. (Rt 250 E.) in Charlottesville. 
Va. For information write to June Seal, P.O. Box 598, Crozet, VA 22932. 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays in 
Meeting Room 2 of the Central Rappahannock Regional Library, Caroline St., 
Fredericksburg, Va. For information contact Harry Frank, 5923 Cascade 
Dr. FRedericksburg, VA 22407. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the Signet 
Bank Bldg., 7 N. 8th St., Richmond, Va. For information contact Jim 
Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Roanoke Main 
Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va.. For information contact 
Emmett Yonce, 2040 Roanoke Rd, Daleville, VA 24083. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the 
Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., Fishersville, Va. For 
information contact Linwood Wilkes, RR 6, Box 570-A, Staunton, VA 
24401 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 4809 
Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. For 
information contact Malcolm Gutterman, P.O. Box 1145 Norfolk, VA 23501. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm at 
Sammy & Nick’s Steak House, 2718 W. Mercury Blvd. in Hampton. For 
information write to: VPCC, P.O. Box 4324, Newport News, VA 23604. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets, on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Mass. Ave., N.W., Wash., D.C. 
For information about the club write to: WNS, 6167 Cobbs Rd. Alexandria, 
VA 22310. 
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SHOW CALENDAR 

_ mi _ 

NOV. 1-2 VIENNA, VA VIENNA STAMP & COIN SHOW 

-Community Ctr., 120 Cherry St. _ 

NOV. 8-9 SALEM, VA SALEM COIN CLUB 

-American Legion Blda.. 710 Apperson Dr._ 

NOV. 14-16 BALTIMORE, MD SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 

-Convention Center _Baltimore coin show 

NOV. 15-16 RALEIGH, NC CAROLINA COIN & STAMP 

-Holzhouser Blda.. State Fairgrounds CONVENTIONS _ 

DEC. 6-7 FISHERSVILLE, VA SHENANDOAH VALLEY 

-Augusta Expoland_ COIN CLUB _ 

DEC. 11-14 NEW CARROLTON, MD CRAB STATE COIN 

- B amaJa Ho te l _ & stamp show 

_122S_ 

MAR. 13-15 BALTIMORE, MD SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 

-Convention Center_BALTIMORE COIN SHOW 

APR. 11-12 RICHMOND, VA RICHMOND COIN & PAPER 

- USA Mini Mall. 6031 Nine Mile Rd.MONEY SHOW _ 

JUNE 19-21 MEMPHIS, TN INTERNATIONAL PAPER 

-Cook Convention Center_MONEY SHOW 


Imperial Coins 



(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 

■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established,.! 970 
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MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOELP. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


GAVALQER COLLECTIBLES 

RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 
(804) 249-4387 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB'S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 

We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 

Free Price List On Request 
ANA 50230 / VNA 75 


Post Office Drawer 6127 | Newport News, VA 23606 

804-596-3183 

















THE 

COIN 

EXCHANGE 

OF 

VIRGINIA 



COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BUY - SELL - TRADE 


STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 



212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (804* 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 














PUBLIC AUCTIONS 



WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOST AUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG OF OUR NEXT SALE 

5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 

RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 


BUTTERNUT 

BUILDER & SELLER OF GREAT COIN COLLECTIONS 

(We Buy it All....discreatley) 

SPECIALIST IN EARLY AMERICAN COPPER COINS 

(Over 4,000 Large Cents in Stock) 


For Dealers: Simply the Best.. Table & Case Covers 

Table Covers : Nvlon Cordura Fabric,Double-Interlocking Zippers 
Electric Blue or Money Green $110. (includes shipping) 
Case Covers : Nvlon Cordura Fabric,Double-Interlocking Zippers 
Fits all Standard Cases. Black $43 (includes shipping) 



COLONEL STEVEN K. ELLSWORTH 
PO BOX 498 

CLIFTON, VIRGINIA 20124-0498 
(703) 802-0252: FAX (703) 802-0253 
e-mail: Butternut@gslink.com. 
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WANTED: “Spottswood" Civil War Medal,7th W.Va. Battalion, 1865, Horse¬ 

shoe on top inscr,”We Have Crossed the Mountains",cloverleaf below, 
R/W/B ribbon. M.L.McDonal d. POB 808 Winchester. VA PPfini _’ 

CONFEDERATE medals, badges, ribbons: UCV, SCV, etc.lllustrated bimonthly 

Newsletter. Subscription $15.00; free sample copy for #10 SASE 
-MBR New sletter. P.Q. Box 451421. Atlanta. GA 31145 _ 

WANTED.Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for 

my personal collection. Please describe and price. 

Nad Lea. 8704 Kings Mill Place. Raleigh. NC 27615 _ 

FOR SALE: 1997 VNA Convention wooden nickels; 50c ea. + SASE 

VNA C/0 Ginnie Aldridge. 515 P inehurst Ave. Colonial Heights VA P3834 

FOR SALE: 100 antique pewter ingots of U.S. Bicentennial History, cost 

$1000: make offer. Lou Dou cet. Box 1555. Petersburg. VA 33805 _ 

WANTED: Postmarked $2 Bills. Paying $3.20; more for special postmarks 

and some pre-Bicentennial stamps. Minimum 10 bills, unless they are 
unusual. David Consolvo. POB 153.Covesville. VA 22931: f8041 293-4371 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & 

receive a “FREE” currency price list. Happy Collecting! 

Barry Ciociola. PO Box 71646. Durha m. NC 27722-1646 _ 

WANTED: Tennessee paper money, postcards or other Tenn. items of 

infarast. Paul Garland.1919 Rosemont Circle.Louisville.TN 37777 _ 

WANTED: Tokens from Maine, New Hampshire & Vermont; also collect 

tokens from Va., D.C. & Baltimore. Many available for trade. 

^— CooKe .—ELQ,—Elfi*_ 7104. Charlottesville. VA 23906-7104 

WANTED; All medals awarded by the United Daughters of the Confederacy 

to military veterans from Civil War to Desert Storm. 

Char l es Pfeiffer. 1401 Druid Rd.. Maitlan d . FL 32751, (4071 644-0085 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price, 
g-innie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave ,. Colonial Heights. VA 23834 _ 

WANTED: LEESBURG & LOUDON CO., VA Numismatic / exonumia of any 
type. Also, any material with the surname ATWELL or ATTWELL. 

G eorge F. Atwell. PO Box 675. Lee s burg. VA 22075. (7031 777-2253 

WANTED BY COLLECTOR: Maryland obsolete currency, National Bank Notes 
& all related material. Armand Shank, Jr., PO Box 442, Cockeysville, MD 
21Q3Q: Ph. (410) 584-2598 Fveninps _ 

WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. 
Daryl C. Soelbrina PO Box 633 Vienna. VA 22183. (7031 938-7267 _ 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 
712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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*OH3S hbnhre: 


We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 


We Welcome Consignments! 


Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 


Autographs 


Stocks & Bonds 


Currency & Coins 


Diana Herzog 
Nuel Somosa 

Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 

Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
& for a FREE Brochure = 
Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 




FAX 212-908-4047 


iTfa i \»B 

26 Broadway, Suite 271 
New York, NY 10004 


NY 212-943-1880 
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Size 1-Time 1-Year 

Va Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

V 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
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be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 
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DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I’m very honored and privileged to be your new new president. I 
first want to express my thanks , and those of all VNA members, to 
Steve Bennett for his service to the association as our president the 
past four years. The VNA depends on people like Steve, and many 
others, who give of their time to make the VNA an organization that 
can better serve its members and promote numismatics. 

I also want to thank everyone who attended our recent successful 
39th Annual Convention and Coin Show, and I especially want to thank 
Bourse Chairman Keith Littlefield, General Chairman Joel Cherry and 
Exhibits Chairman Henry Hawkins. Thanks are also due to Jim and 
Marge Beard, and Ray and Dell Haymaker, who so ably staffed the 
registration table. 

As usual, I had a great time at the show, and spent more money 
than I had planned. Our two day attendance was almost 500, a very 
good number when you consider that we only register people once 
even if they attend both days. If you were unable to attend this year 
try to make the 1998 show. Our ‘98 show dates, location and table 
fees appear on page 3 of this issue. 

I want to offer my congratulations to Richard Jones, Life Member 
#2, for receiving the coveted Numismatic Ambassador Award, one of 
the most respected in the entire field of Numismatics. The award was 
presented to Richard at the Sunday morning awards breakfast by 
Burnett Anderson of the Numismatic News Washington Bureau. I wan 
to thank Burnett for coming to our show and for presenting the award 
to Richard. I enjoyed meeting Burnett and having an opportunity to 
discuss collecting with him. I also want to thank Krause Publications 
for their support of our show and the hobby in general. Their donation 
of publications to be handed out is always a big hit with all collectors 
who attend the show. 

For those of you who don’t know me, I’ve been a coin collector for 
the past 35 years. I started collecting coins when I was 7 years, and 
have continued ever since. There are some who would call me an 
accumulator, as my collecting interests cover most areas of 
numismatics 

My goal over the next two years is to meet as many of our 
members as possible. I belong to the Tidewater Coin Club, and hope to 
be able to attend at least one meeting of each of our member clubs. If 
there’s a specific time a club would like me to attend a meeting, please 
let me know. My mailing address is 201 Point Rd., Williamsburg, VA 
23185. I look forward to meeting each of you. 

Mike Capen 
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VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

40™ ANNUAL COIN SHOW& 
CONVENTION 

October 2-3-4,1998 

Northern Virginia Community College 
R.J. Ernst Community Cultural Center 
8333 Little River Turnpike(Capitai Beltway Exit#6West) 
Annandale, Virginia 

Table Fees: 8ft.w/2 cases 1 light =$195, L.w/4 cases 2 lights = $285, 
2x8ft.w/4 cases 2 lights = $310. 

Bourse Fees paid in ful[ by March 31 st get the following Early Bird 

Discounts . 8ft=$20/net $175, L=$40/net $245, 2x8ft.=$50/net $260. 

Dealer Setup: Friday, Noon- 3pm. Public hours are Friday 3pm- 
7pm.Sat.10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-3pm. Dealers and assistants 
must be a member of VNA. In past years we have been able to 
accommodate few new dealers. We anticipate space for at least 20 
new dealers. Table location assignments will be made by the 
Bourse Czar for all dealers whose paid in full bourse fees are 
received by July 31 s * .based on the following point system and the 
date the bourse fees are received: 

1. Previous VNA Shows, one point for each consecutive 
year.(Max.3Points.) 

2. The Virginia Numismatist Advertising, one point for each $20 spent 
during previous 12 months. (Max.3Points.) 

3. The Virginia Numismatist Articles, one point for each submitted 
during previous 12 months. (Max.2Points.) 

4. Life Membership, one point. 

5. Recruiting New Members, one point for each new member recruited. 
(Max.3Points.) 

Mail for an Application: 

Colonel Steven Ellsworth, Bourse Czar, VNA 
PO Box 498 Clifton, Virginia 20124 
(703) 802-0252 phone (703) 802-0253 fax 
email: Butternut@gslink.com 
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BEN FRANKLIN’S INFLUENCE ON MONEY 


By John Fariss 

Benjamin Franklin had significant involvement with the money of 
early America. His credits include printing several issues of colonial 
currency, his .invention of the “nature-leaf reverse" as an anti 
counterfeiting measure and the “marbled border” paper he procured 
for some continental currency notes. Then there is his Fugio design 
used on other continental notes, the continental currency “dollar” 
coins and the later Fugio copper cents. He certainly was involved with 
the French-made Libertas Americana medal of 1783 (the obverse of 
which appears to have been the inspiration for the flowing hair series 
in the early Federal coinage), although it is uncertain if Franklin had 
a hand in its design. All this implies that Franklin’s interest in money 
was more than simply a matter of business or a route to personal 
wealth. His writings confirm this, and suggest that his designs and 
ideas played an even more significant role in American Numismatics 
than is usually credited. 

Franklin came from a very poor Boston family. The youngest of 
seventeen children, his formal education ended when he was ten, after 
which he helped in his father’s candle making business. In 1718, at 
age twelve, he became an apprentice to his older brother, James 
Franklin, in his printing business. Apprenticeship was then the only 
route to learn a trade, but it was difficult, An apprentice was 
virtually a slave, having signed a bill of indenture effective for 
several years, usually until the twenty-first birthday. During that 
time the apprentice received little more for his work than food and 
lodging., the former often scant and the latter uncomfortable. 

Ben had disagreements and problems with James, so in 1723 he 
moved to Philadelphia. His autobiography first mentions money upon 
his arrival there, where he says, 

I was fatigued with traveling, rowing and want of rest, I was 
very hungry; and my whole stock of cash consisted of a Dutch 
dollar, and about a shilling in copper. 

This passage is interesting as it hints at what money was in 
circulation at that time in Boston. The “Dutch dollar” was apparently 
a taler from Holland, perhaps even a “dog” or “lion” dollar, known to 
have circulated widely in colonial America. There was a significant 
difference between the economies of Boston and Philadelphia, as 
Franklin explained upon his return to Boston in 1724, 
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One (of the journeymen) asking what kind of money we had 
there (in Philadelphia), I produc’d a handful of silver, and 
spread it before them, which was a kind of a raree-show 
they had not been us’d to, paper being the money of 
Boston...1 gave them a piece of eight to drink, and took my 
leave. 

This forms the background for Franklin’s first lesson in 
economics. He arrived in Philadelphia hungry, so his first priority 
was to find food. Seeing a boy with a loaf of bread, he asked directions 
to a bakery, where he says, 

I ask’d for a three-penny loaf, and was told they had none 
such. So not considering or knowing the difference of 
money, and the greater cheapness nor the names of his 
bread, I made him give me three penny worth of any sort. 

He gave me, accordingly, three great puffy rolls. I was 

surpriz’d at the quantity, but took it, and, having no room 
in my pockets, walk’d off with a roll under each arm, and 
eating the other. 

While Franklin’s reliance on hard work and thrift are well 
known, he also learned the lesson that the availability of good money is 
necessary for an economy to thrive. Orthodox economists of the time 
subscribed to a mercantile theory where goods were valued in terms 
of the intrinsic bullion value of precious metals, which inevitably 
results in a one-way flow of bullion from colony to mother country. 

Franklin, however, placed the value of money in the labor it 

represented, (meaning work expended to produce goods or to make land 
usable for production), which is more akin to to the “new” economic 
theories associated with philosophers like John Locke. Thus Franklin 
saw no advantage of coin over paper money, so long as its basis was 
human labor and/or land. These ideas were behind Pennsylvania’s 
notes, which Franklin proudly reported, 

Soon grew (from fifteen thousand pounds) to fifty-five 
thousand pounds, and in 1739 to eighty thousand pounds, 
since which it arose during war to upwards of three 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds, trade, building and 
inhabitants all the while increasing 

As he explained in a 1729 pamphlet, “a Plentiful Currency will 
occasion the Trading Produce to bear a good price” because it would 
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then encourage trade by increasing demand, which would be an 
incentive for increases agricultural production. He also suggested that 
paper currency is preferable to coinage for a colony because the 
mother country would insist on the return of bullion currency, but a 
currency based on labor or land cannot be shipped overseasl 

Franklin seems to have left no written information about the fugio 
design, but on.e entry in his autobiography provides a tantalizing 
suggestion which could account for the chain design of the reverse" 
This is related to his religious views. Though Franklin's background 
was English Protestantism, and he was influenced by the Quakers, he 
became a Deist as a young man. Deism was a popular seventeenth anc 
eighteenth century philosophy championed by philosophers like 
Voltaire, its basic thesis is that God created the universe and the law c 
of science which govern it, then set all in motion like some cosmic 
clock; ever since, God has merely sat back and watched. Hence the goc 
of Deism is often called the “clockmaker god". 

While working in London between 1724 and 1726 Franklin 
wrote and published a pamphlet supporting deistic views, and used as 
a motto lines from a poem by Dryden, 

Whatever is, is right. Though purblind man 
Sees but a part o’ the chain, the nearest link: 

His eyes not carrying to the equal beam 
That poises all above. 

A chain is a powerful symbol, especially in a pre-industrial 
culture. It will be recalled that Thomas Machin, of Machin’s Mill 
fame, first came into public view for forging a chain to stretch across 
he Hudson River at West Point during the Revolution; even George 
ashington came to admire it. Franklin adopted a poem emphasizing a 
chain as the motto of a printed work of the mid 1720s, and it was 
powerful enough for him to quote that poem again (though not the 
pamphlet itself) in 1771 when he wrote the first part of his 
autobiography. Thus it is but a small step to postulate that this poem 
was part of the inspiration some five or six years later for the Fugio 
reverse chain design. Each man “purblind” can see only the nearest 
link of the chain, so show the whole chain , how it fits and works 
together, so everyone can see it! Not everyone in colonial America 
could read..far from it. But even those who could not read used money, 
and every Fugio bill was an argument for supporting the Revolution. 

hough minted under the Articles of Confederation, without any 
involvement from Franklin, the Fugio coppers likewise became 
arguments for unity. Since they were authorized United States issues, 
even though minted by a private contractor, Secretary of State Thomas 
Jefferson, whose department oversaw the mint, and Mint Director 
Rittenhouse would have been familiar with them, as would 
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The Fugio Cent 

engravers Voigt and Eckfeld. Thus it is but a short step to speculate 
that they had an influence on the reverse design of the first coin 
produced at the U.S. Mint, the famous 1793 Chain Cent! Maybe, just 
maybe, Ben Franklin had more influence on the early U.S. coinage than 
he is given credit for. 



ne Sixth of a Dollar.! 



Sprinted by Hall & Sellers M 
§ in Philadelphia'. 1776. § 


Continental Note With Fugio Design 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB’S SPRING SHOW 

The Shenandoah Valley Coin Club will hold its Spring Coin Show Sat. & 
Sun., Mar. 26-29, 1998 at Augusta Expoland on 1-64, Exit 91 
(Fishersville), between Staunton and Waynesboro. Hours are; 10 am 
- 6 pm Sat., and 11 am - 5 pm Sun. For Information, call Jim Ryder 
at (540) 886-4606. 
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BUTTERNUT BITES 


By Col. Steven Ellsworth 
#1. Attending Coin Shows 

A lot of collectors and hobbyists ask me, “What is your advice on 
getting the most out of attending a coin show?” That is sometimes a 
tough question to answer, since numismatics is a life-long study for 
some, and simply an interesting and diverse Saturday morning hobby 
for others. 

Most avid collectors feel that by far the best way to buy or sell coins 
is to attend coin shows regularly. Nothing beats holding the coin in 
your hand and giving it the eyel With that in mind, here are Ten Tips 
to make your shows more worthwhile. 

1. Organize prior to the show. That means that you must know what 
you currently hold, and what items you would like to add to or delete 
from your collection. That sounds basic, but so many collectors attend 
a show, and forget their own collection list. If you don’t have an 
inventory list, stop reading ‘till you take inventory and complete one! 
Be sure to take any reference materials with you, and don't forget 
your magnifier or loupe. A shoulder pack or back pack is a good idea. 
Some use a set of wheels to carry a brief case. If you have a 
moderately priced collection, take a portion of it with you to shows 
and see how a potential new purchase may fit your own needs. If that’s 
not possible, then a well organized and detailed list will do. Keep your 
items close to you, and don’t leave items in your car...ever! 

2. Focus . Limit your hunt to two series, if it’s a small show, perhaps 
three. Some collectors try to collect a little bit of everything, and end 
up with a hodge-podge of just stuff. If you collect Large Cents and 
Buffalos, then spend your time looking for Large Cents and Buffalos! If 
the show has an information program or brochure, check off each 
dealer you visit, and make notes on the items you find interesting. 
After a couple of hours, it’s hard to remember who had what. Avoid 
wandering the show aimlessly. 

3. Meet the Dealers Visit lots of dealers; meet new ones. Shop not just 
for coins, but for dealers as well. Get to know a number of different 
dealers. At nearly every show there will be dealers from out of your 
area, with new material that you haven’t seen before. At many small 
shows, collectors and part time dealers also display items for sale. Do 
business with those whom you like. If a dealer is impolite, rude or 
offensive in any way to you, then go to another table! It always amazes 
me when someone comes to my table to complain about another dealer, 
and then shows me a coin they have purchased from him. This is a 
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hobby; have fun and enjoy the “hunt". 

4. Compare . Look carefully at each dealer’s display, but don’t be in a 
hurry to buy. Take your time to study and compare. Compare the coin, 
not just the price. Since this a life-long hobby, your purchase(s) 
will be with you for a very long time. Be sure to check carefully both 
sides of the coih (and the edge). It’s not impolite to ask a dealer if you 
can compare his coin with another dealer’s. Sometimes a dealer 
specializes in a particular area, but has a few “extras” that came 
with his last purchase. Don’t be shy about asking if they have an item 
that you don’t see. Many dealers have much more behind their tables 
than is showing in their showcases. 

5. Have Choices . Some collectors go to a show to look for one coin, but 
that one coin may not be available at the show you're attending. If 
you’ve been to three or four shows without finding it, you may become 
discouraged, so set several objectives. It’s a good show if you can make 
an addition to your collection; it’s a great one if you score two or more 
additions or upgrades. 

6. Time is Money . Don’t waste your time or the dealer’s. Remember, a 
dealer has only so many hours at a show to cover his expenses and 
costs and make a profit. Don’t spread out your research materials on 
the dealer’s table, covering his display. Be conscious that “the 
collector buying has the priority”. Keep personal visits brief. If you 
are only planning on looking, or doing research, let the dealer know so 
he can help you when he’s not busy. Saturday mornings are usually 
the busiest times, and Sunday mornings the slowest. However, some 
dealers may have already left by then, and by late afternoon, most. 

7. Buy . After you have all the information you can get on a coin, buy 
or pass on it (not buy). If you like a coin, but only at a lower price 
than is marked, then make an offer. If the dealer is willing to meet 
your price, it is considered unethical for you not to buy. Don’t try to 
bargain on a coin priced at less than $15. If you do, most dealers will 
not want to take the time to do business with you in the future. 
Professional dealers will want to sell coins at lower than marked 
prices on longest held inventory. Part time dealers and collectors will 
sell at prices based on what they paid, which may, or may not, be 
relevant to current prices. Remember, a dealer is not obligated to a 
quoted price lower than the one marked once you leave his table. . A 
final word on coin prices: Buy the best grade coins you can afford. I’ve 
never heard a collector say, “I wish I had a poorer example”. In the 
long term, quality is the best value. 

8. Sell .Be sure to take along your duplicates or unwanted collections to 
the show. Usually, the best person to sell to is the one from whom you 
buy. If a dealer is hesitant to buy back his own material, something 
may be wrong with that picture. The dealer will need to cover his cost 
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and profit margin on the purchase, but if he does not want to make an 
offer, find a new dealer. If you are selling a collection or a large group 
of coins, get a price from three different dealers, and if selling a 
collection, make sure that the buyer is willing to “Buy it all", and not 
just cherry pick. Professional dealers are always buying. 

9. Join your local coin club, the American Numismatic Association and 
your state numismatic association. They can provide opportunities to 
view other collections, trade coins and add to your own collection. 
They can also put you in touch with others with interests similar to 
yours, who are happy to share new information with you. 

10- Attend and View. Attend and support your club and community 
shows. Be sure to further your education by attending the seminars 
and lectures and viewing the exhibits. Experts and authors are often 
invited to shows for just this purpose. If the subject is within the 
area of your personal interest, it’s imperative that you attend. 

Your thoughts and ideas are always welcome. Address them to. Col 
Steven Ellsworth, c/o BUTTERNUT, P.O. Box 498, Clifton, VA 20124. 
e-mail: butternut@gslink.com. 

VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

The following applicants, will become members of VNA 20 days 
from the mailing of this notice, unless objections are received, in 
which case the matter will be acted upon by the Board of Directors. 


Applicant Sponsor 

Douglas F. Bird, Hermosa Beach, California.Steven Ellsworth 

Ray Burns, Cleveland, Ohio...Steven Ellsworth 

William T. Chipman, Jr., Va. Beach, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

David Friedlander, McLean, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Cindy Hoffman, Santa Fe, New Mexico.Greg Hoffman 

Greg Hoffman, Santa Fe, New Mexico.Steven Ellsworth 

Gail Kraljevich, Malvern Pennsylvania.Doug Bird 

Matthew Isenhower, Clear Brook, Va. (Jr. Mbr.JSteven Ellsworth 
Joanna Piedmont, Baltimore, Md. (Jr. Member)...Jim Ruehrmund 

Anthony Swiatek, Manhasset, New York.Steven Ellsworth 

J.J. Van Grover, Bayside, New York.Steven Ellsworth 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB’S SPRING SHOW 

The Shenandoah Valley Coin Club will hold its Spring Coin Show Sat. & 
Sun., Mar.28-29,1998 at Augusta Expoland, 1-64,Exit 91 between 
Staunton and Waynesboro. Hours are; 10 am - 6 pm Sat., and 11 am - 
5 pm Sun. For Information, call Jim Ryder at (540) 886-4606. 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


A-EXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the Hammond Jr. High School cafeteria, 4646 Seminary Rd. in Alexandria. 
For information about the club contact Sec.-Treas. Alynne Skrabalak, P.O. 
Box 5234, Woodbridge, VA 22194. 


BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 North 
1 st St., Charlottesville, Va. For information, write to BRCC, 1561 Dairy 
Rd., Charlottesville, VA 22903 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at Aunt Sarah’s Pancake 
House on Pantops Mtn., 1626 Richmond Rd. (Rt 250 E.) in Charlottesville. 
Va. For information write to June Seal, P.O. Box 598, Crozet, VA 22932. 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays in 
Meeting Room 2 of the Central Rappahannock Regional Library, Caroline St., 
Fredericksburg, Va. For information contact Harry Frank, 5923 Cascade 
Dr. FRedericksburg, VA 22407. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the Signet 
Bank Bldg., 7 N. 8th St., Richmond, Va. For information contact Jim 
Ruehrmund, 712.Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Roanoke Main 
Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va.. For information contact 
Emmett Vonce, 2040 Roanoke Rd, Daleville, VA 24083. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the 
Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., Fishersville, Va. For 
information contact Linwood Wilkes, RR 6, Box 570-A, Staunton VA 
24401 


TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 4809 
Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. For 
information contact Malcolm Gutterman, P.O. Box 1145 Norfolk, VA 23501. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm at 
Sammy & Nick's Steak House, 2718 W. Mercury Blvd. in Hampton. For 
information write to: VPCC, P.O. Box 4324, Newport News, VA 23604. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets, on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Mass. Ave., N.W., Wash., D.C. 
or information write to: WNS, 6167 Cobbs Rd. Alexandria, VA 22310. 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


MAR. 5-8 BALTIMORE, MD 

-Convention Center 

SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 
BALTIMORE COIN SHOW 

MAR 19-20 CINCINNATI, OH 

-Convention Center 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

MAR 28-29 FISHERSVILLE, VA 

-Augusta Expoland 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
COIN CLUB 

MAY 15-17 BALTIMORE, MD 

-Convention Center 

MARYLAND STATE 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC 

JUNE 19-21 MEMPHIS, TN 

-Cook Convention Center 

INTERNATIONAL PAPER 
MONEY SHOW 

AUG. 5-9 PORTLAND, OR 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
-ASSOCIATION 


AUG 20-23 DALTON, GA BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 


-mw..ee<?rqia Tra<te otr,_ association _ 

SEP. 17-20 STRASBURG, PA STRASBURG PAPER MONEY 

-2Ha?burq Inn. Rt, 89? collectors show 


SEP 24-27 Greensboro, NC 

-i onwvv_ 

NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

OCT. 2-4 ANNANDALE, VA 

-8333 Little River Tnak. 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


Imperial Coins 



(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 

■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 
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MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOELP. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


CAVALIER COLLECTABLES 

RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 
(804) 249-4387 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Min- 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 

We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 

Free Price List On Request 
ANA 50230 / VNA 75 


Post Office Drawer 6127 | Newport News, VA 23606 

804-596-3183 


















THE 

COIN 

EXCHANGE 

OF 

VIRGINIA 



COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

B(IY - SELL - TRADE 


STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861 -6449 



212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 


PHONE <804> 643-0965 - HOURS 10.15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 
















PUBLIC AUCTIONS 

ALAN BLAIR 


WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOST AUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG OF OUR NEXT SALE 

5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 

RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 


BUTTERNUT 

BUILDER & SELLER OF GREAT COIN COLLECTIONS 
(We Buy it AU....discreatley) 

SPECIALIST IN EARLY AMERICAN COPPER COINS 

(Cher 4,000 Large Cents in Stock) 


For Dealers: Simply the Best..Table & Case Covers 

Table C<?ygr,y:Nylon Cordura Fabric,Double-Interlocking Zippers 
Electric Blue or Money Green SI 10. (includes shipping) 
Covers .'Nylon Cordura Fabric,Double-Interlocking Zippers 
Fits all Standard Cases. Black $43 (includes shipping) 



COLONEL STEVEN K. ELLSWORTH 
PO BOX 498 

CLIFTON, VIRGINIA 20124-0498 
(703) 802-0252: FAX (703) 802-0253 
e-mail: Buttemut@gslink.com. 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


WANTED: “Spottswood” Civil War Medal,7th W.Va. Battalion, 1865, Horse¬ 

shoe on top inscr,”We Have Crossed the Mountains”,cloverleaf below, 
R/W/B ribbon. M.LMcDon ald. POB 808 Winchester VA PPfini _’ 

CONFEDERATE medals, badges, ribbons: UCV, SCV, etc.lllustrated bimonthly 
Newsletter. Subscription $15.00; free sample copy for #10 SASE 
MBR Newsletter. P.O. Box 451421. Atlanta. GA 31145 _ 

WANTED:Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for 

my personal collection. Please describe and price. 

Ned Lea. 8704 Kings Mill P lace. Raleigh. NC 27615 _ 

FOR SALE: 1997 VNA Convention wooden nickels; 50c ea. + SASE 
VNA C/0 G i nnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave. Col o nial Heights. VA 23834 

FOR SALE: 100 antique pewter ingots of U.S. Bicentennial History, cost 
$1QQQ: make offer. Lou Doucet. B ox 1555 Petersburg. VA 38805 _ 

WANTED: Postmarked $2 Bills. Paying $3.20; more for special postmarks 
and some pre-Bicentennial stamps. Minimum 10 bills, unless they are 
u nusual. David Consolvo. POB 15 3 .Covesville. VA 22931: t8041 293-4371 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & 
receive a “FREE” currency price list. Happy Collecting! 

Barry Ciociola. PQ Box 71646. Durham. NC 27722-1646_ 

WANTED: Tokens from Maine, New Hampshire & Vermont; also collect 
tokens from Va„ D.C. & Baltimore. Many available for trade. 

J i m Cooke . P . Q. Box 710 4. Charlottesville. VA 23906-7104. 

WANTED; Paying $1000 for Dewey medal awarded for Manila Bay battle in 
1898. Must be named, with top bar, & in decent condition. 

Charles Pfeiffer. 1401 Druid Rd.. Maitland. FL 32751. f4071 644-0085 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave ., Colonial Heights. VA 23834 _ 

WANTED: LEESBURG & LOUDON CO., VA Numismatic / exonumia of any 
type. Also, any material with the surname ATWELL or ATTWELL. 

George F. Atwell. PO Box 675. Leesburg , VA 22075. 17031 777-2253 

WANTED BY COLLECTOR: Maryland obsolete currency, National Bank Notes 
& all related material. Armand Shank, Jr., PO Box 442, Cockeysville, MD 
21Q30; Ph. (410) 584-2598 Fvenings _ 

WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. 
ParYl C. Spelbrina PQ Box 633 Vienna. VA 22183. 17031 938-7267_ 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 
712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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C©LILICTO1§ CHOICE 



* COINS * STAMPS * JEWELRY* 


* BASEBALL CARDS * 

* GUNS * KNIVES * SWORDS * 

LINDA HULL & UINCE BULMflN 


5441 Virginia Beach Blvd. 

Suite 120-121 
Virginia Beach, Va. 23462 


TEL. (757) 497-5950 


* * 


FAX (757) 557-0540 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 

We Welcome Consignments! =- 

Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 

an individual piece or an entire collection: 

Autographs 


Diana Herzog 
Nuel Somosa 

Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 

Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 

For More Information 

= & for a FREE Brochure _ 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 


Stocks & Bonds 


Currency & Coins 


CEE IS ssiII si> 

26 Broadway, Suite 271 
New York, NY 10004 


FAX 212-908-4047 


NY 212-943-1880 




























ADVERTISING RATES 

Size 1-Time 1-Year 

'/« Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

'/2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 
Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 

YIMIHIA 

HHMISMATIST 

VOLUME 34, NO. 2 
March, 1998 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the 
Virginia Numismatic Associat¬ 
ion, inc., is published six times 
per year. Articles and items 
for publication are welcomed 
and solicited. All six issues are 
mailed from Hampton, Va. at 
the Third Class Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure to 
send us your change of address. 
All VNA mail should be sent to 
the Sec. - Treas. / Editor: 

Jim Ruehrmund 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


There have been a number of inquiries about the change of location 
for the ‘98 convention. Although we did plan to hold it in 
Williamsburg, things didn’t work out that way. We couldn’t find a 
location there at a price we could afford, nor could we find a bourse 
chairman. Dealer resistance was also a factor. Steve Ellsworth then 
stepped forward and volunteered to be bourse chairman if we would 
hold the show in Northern Va. This was an offer we couldn’t refuse, 
and Steve is going great guns, as you will see when you read page 4 . 

As I mentioned in the last issue, I intend to visit as many of our 
clubs and club sponsored shows as possible. Even with a busy travel 
schedule in my regular job, I have been able to attend three different, 
club meetings and two club shows since October. 

In October I was a guest of the Virginia Peninsula Coin Club. There 
were 22 people in attendance for the evening’s topic of “Other 
Hobbies”. I think everyone learned a lot and had a great time . I was 
impressed that club members were making sure that local schools and 
libraries got a copy of the “Money Story” video. The evening ended 
with a raffle, and I was lucky enough to walk away with a prize. 

November was a busy month as I attended the 679th meeting of the 
Richmond Coin Club, and the Salem Coin Show hosted by the Salem 
Coin Club. The Richmond club had an auction with about 14 people in 
attendance. I managed to win a few lots, and went home a happy man. 
The Salem Coin Show was well run and had a steady attendance. I 
managed to spend over $100 buying some new additions for my token 
collection, and I’ve already marked my calendar so I won’t fail to come 
back to this show again next year. 

My first coin related event in December found me at the 
Fishersville Coin Show hosted by the Shenandoah Valley Coin Club. It 
was a pleasant welcome back to the States for me, as I had been in 
Spain for the preceding three weeks. The show was well worth the two 
hour drive it took to get there, and I made up for not spending over my; 
budget in Spain. 

It wouldn’t be Christmas for me without the Tidewater Coin Club 
Christmas party. Every year this party keeps getting better, and it's a 
nice way to start the holiday season by celebrating with good friends. 

VNA is doing well thanks to all the support from our members, 
who are almost 400 strong now. Let’s make 1998 a great year for 
VNA and all of our member clubs. 

Mike Capen 
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VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

40™ annual coin show & 
CONVENTION 

October 2-3-4,1998 

Northern Virginia Community College 
R.J. Ernst Community Cultural Center 
8333 Little River Turnpike(Capital Beltway Exit#6West) 
Annandale, Virginia 

Table Fees: 8ft.w/2 cases 1 light =$195, L.w/4 cases 2 lights = $285, 
2x8ft.w/4 cases 2 lights = $310. 

Bourse Fees paid in full by March 31 st get the following Early Bird 

Discounts. 8ft=$20/net $175. L=$40/net$245 , 2x8ft. =$ 50/net $260. 

Dealer Setup: Friday, Noon- 3pm. Public hours are Friday 3pm- 

7pm.Sat.10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-3pm. Dealers and assistants 
must be a member of VNA. In past years we have been able to 
accommodate few new dealers. We anticipate space for at least 20 
new dealers. Table location assignments will be made by the 
Bourse Czar for all dealers whose paid in full bourse fees are 
received by July 31 s * .based on the following point system and the 
date the bourse fees are received: 

1. Previous VNA Shows, one point for each consecutive 
year.(Max.3Points.) 

2. The Virginia Numismatist Advertising, one point for each $20 spent 
during previous 12 months. (Max.3Points.) 

3. The Virginia Numismatist Articles, one point for each submitted 
during previous 12 months. (Max.2Points.) 

4. Life Membership, one point. 

5. Recruiting New Members, one point for each new member recruited. 
(Max.3Points.) 

Mail for an Application: 

Colonel Steven Ellsworth, Bourse Czar, VNA 
PO Box 498 Clifton, Virginia 20124 
(703) 802-0252 phone (703) 802-0253 fax 
email: Butternut@gslink.com 
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1998 VNA CONVENTION AND COIN SHOW 


Preparations for VNA’s 40th Annual Convention & Coin Show are 
proceeding apace. As of 27 Jan. the following dealers have signed up: 


Banknotes of the World, Vienna, VA 
Bill Smith Coins, Clover, VA 
Butternut, Clifton, VA 
Carat-Coin-Collectibles, N. Olmsted, OH 
Claire’s Corner, Rockville, MD 
Douglas F. Bird, Inc., Hermosa Beach,CA 
Fasano Bros. Rare Coins, Manahawkin, NJ 
Imperial Coins, Richmond, VA 
Ken Earles, Ashland, VA 
Liberty Coins, Richmond, VA 
Liberty Rare Coins, Inc, Plano, TX 
Mercury Numismatics, Merrifield, VA 
Minerva Coins, Manhurst, NY 
Numismatic Financial Corp.,Maitland, FL 
Old Virginia Coin Co., Yorktown, VA 
Premier Precious Metals, Santa Fe, NM 
Rahway Coins, Spotsylvania, VA 
Ray Burns, Ltd., Cleveland , OH 
The Sentry Box, Manassas, VA 


Daryl Spelbring 
William Smith 
Col.Steve Ellsworth 
Valmore J. Holmes 
Claire Wall 
Doug Bird 
Larry Fasano 
Jerry Schmidt 
Kenneth A. Earles 
Ron Mirr 
David Pike 
Joel Cherry 
Anthony Swiatek 
Tim Carrol 
R.Thayer Sheets 
Greg Hoffman 
George Shupp 
Ray Burns 
Chris Maniscalco 


CONVENTION ADS & PATRONS 

Ads and patron listings in the July issue of the Virginia Numismatist 
help to finance the convention, and we appeal to our members and 
friends for their support. Cost of convention ads is: 

Full Page: $25 Half Page: $15 Quarter Page: $7.50 

You don t have to send formally prepared copy, just write out what 
you want to say and send it in. You can, if you wish, use a photo or 
other illustration with your ad; send it along with the text. 

Also, you can be listed as a patron for only $2. You can list yourself, 
or anyone you wish to honor. It’s a low cost way to support VNA, and 
we DO need your support. Please send in your ads and patron listings 
as early as you can, along with a check payable to VNA. They must 
reach the editor no later than the last week of May, and should be sent 
to: Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
tn 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


This year’s dues notices went out between Jan. 2 and 5, and in the 
irst ten days over 100 checks came in. Thanks to all of you who have 
paid so promptly. I've also enjoyed the little notes that many of you 
wrote. Bob Young in Reston wasn’t sure we could make it with dues of 
only $8.00, so he sent an extra two bucks, which makes him the first 
patron of the ‘98 convention. Thanks a lot, Bobl 

There are still some who haven’t paid; if you’re among them, 
please get busy and write a check to VNA, and send it in the return 
envelope. If you didn’t get a dues notice, it means that you’re paid up. 
Your dues status is shown on the magazine mailing label. After your 
name, your membership number appears, followed by a dash and a two 
digit number indicating the year through which you are paid. The year 
numbers reflect payments received up to 7 February. 

We re having problems with the mail service here in Richmond. 
Other people’s mail is ending up in my mailbox, which makes me 
suspect that some of mine is going astray. I’ve deposited all checks 
within five days of receipt, so if you sent a check and it hasn’t cleared 
within a reasonable time, please let me know. 

The number of delinquents on the roll is down to nine. We’ll hate 
to lose them, but if they haven’t paid by 1 April, it’s sayonara. 

With this issue, the magazine expands to 20 pages, and I hope to 
keep it at that size. It would help a lot if I could get a few more articles 
and some more ads. I’d also welcome letters to the editor. 

Here’s a collecting anecdote which I swear is true. Last month I 
attended a meeting of the Relic Hunters Assoc., where I learned that 
recently one of them dug up an 1821 $5 gold piece (catalogs $2300 
in Fine), and had it mounted in a necklace as a gift for his wife. 

The First Union Bank, with headquarters in Charlotte, N.C. is 
running a very interesting ad campaign just now, one with a 
numismatic slant. Their recent newspaper ads have featured 
Australian Holey Dollars and rare Hard Times and Civil War tokens. 
They’re also using posters with a design from the 1896 $1 
educational note. Signet Bank in Richmond is merging with First 
Union, and the get acquainted brochures sent to Signet customers 
picture Va. & Md. colonial coins (including a Va. halfpenny) plus 20th 
century commemoratives. The coins illustrated are from the ANS 
collection, and are, as you might expect, beautiful. The message is: 
First Union, aware of the money of the past, is the bank that can 
handle your money most efficiently today, through its full line of 
inancial services. Actually, they don’t have to convince me of that, 
tor I ve been a satisfied customer of theirs for years. 
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CONFEDERATE COINAGE 

by Jim Ruehrmund 

* 

Most of us have at least a passing familarity with the paper 
currency of the Confederate States of America, but Confederate coins 
are seldom mentioned for the simple reason that, for all practical 
purposes, there were none. No legislation authorizing a Confederate 
coinage was ever enacted, and no official Confederate coins were ever 
issued. Southerners made do with paper currency of various kinds, 
although U.S. coins continued to circulate in the Confederacy, but at an 
ever increasing premium in paper. 

In 1861 three of the U.S. Government’s five mints were located in v 
the South. The New Orleans Mint produced the full range of 
denominations in silver from 3 cents up to the dollar, and in gold from 
one dollar to 20 dollars. At that time all one cent pieces were coined at 
Philadelphia. Mints at Chartlotte, N. C. and Dahlonega, Ga., established 
to coin the locally mined gold, struck only 1, 2 1/2, 3 and 5 dollar 
gold pieces. 

When Louisiana seceded from the Union on 26 January 1861, 
state authorities seized the New Orleans Mint, and operated it until 8 
March, when it was turned over to the Confederate government, which 
operated it for another two months. The coins struck were 1861-0 
half dollars and double eagles. Quantities struck were; 


- Half D oll a rs $20 Gold 

By the U.S. 1-26 Jan: 330,000 5,000 

State of La. 26 Jan.-8 Mar.: 1,240,000 9,750 

C.S.A.. 9 Mar.-14 May: 962.633 1.991 

TOTAL 2,532,633 16,741 


The Dahlonega Mint was seized when Georgia seceded on 26 
January 1861. Prior to the takeover, the U.S. struck 1,597 1861-D 
$5 pieces, and the Confederates may have produced a few more. U.S. 
records show no coinage of gold dollars at Dahlonega, so the existing, } 
and very rare, examples must have been struck by the Confederates. 

North Carolins seceded on 20 May 1861. The 1861 U.S. coinage at 
the Charlotte Mint was only of $5 pieces, just 6,879 of them. There 
is no record of any coins struck there by the Confederates. 

Once existing stocks of gold and silver had been used up, operations 
at all three mints came to a halt, and an act of the Confederate 
Congress of 14 May 1861 suspended operations permanently. The act 
also set official values on foreign coins for circulation in the 
Confederate States, with the U.S. silver dollar and Mexican peso rated 
at $1.05 Confederate ($1 Confed. = $.95 U.S.) 
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Before the closure of the mints officials at New Orleans had 
produced a pattern for a Confederate half dollar, using for the obverse 
a regular U.S. 1861 Seated Liberty die. They had a new reverse die 
made by a local engraver, which has a Confederate shield and a liberty 
cap enclosed in a wreath of cotton, wheat, corn and tobacco, with the 
legend CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA / HALF DOL. they struck 
four pieces on a hand press, but never went into quantity production. 

One of the four pattern coins was sent to Richmond and given to 
President Davis, from whom it was stolen after his capture in 1865. 
Two went to officials in New Orleans, and the forth was retained by the 
coiner, Dr. Taylor, who also kept the dies. In 1879 Dr. Taylor’s coin 
and the dies were acquired by the Scott Stamp & Coin Co.of New York. 
The Scott Co. then procured 500 uncirculated 1861-0 half dollars, 
planed off the reverses, restruck them with the Confederate die, and 
sold them as souvenirs. 

These pieces, known as Scott Restrikes, are easily distinguished 
from the originals. Due to the shaving of the reverses they are about 
seven grains lighter than standard, and their obverses are somewhat 
flattened by the restriking. For years they were a drug on the market, 
but today, with a total production of only 500 pieces, they are 
rarities in their own right. 

The Scott Co. also struck 500 souvenir medals with the 
Confederate die. On completion of the restriking they defaceded the die, 
but over the years innumerable reproductioms have been created and 
used to strike a great variety of souvenir tokens and medals, including 
full replicas of the Confederate half, in both silver and copper nickel. 

There was also a move to produce a Confederate cent, but the coins 
did not surface until nearly a decade after the war. These pieces, 
which have a liberty head and CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA on 
the obverse, and a wreath enclosing 1 / CENT on the reverse, were 
made in the north, and never came into the hands of the Confederates. 
Early in 1861, Robert Lovett, a Philadelphia die engraver, received 
an order for dies for a Confederate cent. He made them and struck a 
dozen sample pieces in copper nickel on planchets made from smoothed 
off U.S. cents. When war broke out in April, 1861, Lovett, fearing 
arrest for aiding the enemy, hid the dies and coins in his basement. In 
1874 he sold them to Capt. John Haseltine, a Philadelphia coin dealer, 
who used the dies to make restrikes, 55 in copper, 12 in silver and 7 
in gold. The obverse die broke on the 59th strike, and the last 15 
pieces struck have a heavy die break on the obverse. Haseltine 
cancelled the broken die, but in 1960 it was reproduced, complete 
with breaks and cancellation marks, and used to make further 
restrikes” for sale to collectors. More recently, someone has come 
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out with fantasy pieces of the same design, dated both 1861 and 
1862. These are larger than the real thing, 22 mm in diameter 
instead of 19, and some of them are not marked COPY. 

Despite the closure of the mints, and the impossibility of doing 
anything about it during the war, hopes for the eventual establishment 
of a Confederate coinage never died. In January 1863, Secretary of 
State Judah P. Benjamin, in a letter to Senator Clement C. Clay 
suggested that the basic Confederate gold coin should be a five dollar 
piece, to be called a Cavalier, and that its design should be an 
equestrian figure of George Washington. The coin was to have the same 
gold content as an English sovereign, which was almost exactly equal 
to 25 French francs, but equal to only $4.85 in U.S. money. This 
would have made Confederate - U.S. currency conversions somewhat 
inconvenient, while facilitating conversion to European currencies. 

Mr. Benjamin put it this way: 

We would thus make it necessary to calculate exchange 
between the currency of the United States and our own, 
creating an embarrassment to direct commerce with 
them, while relieving our direct commerce with Europe 
of a similar embarrassment. 

He also observed that the name of the proposed coin, Cavalier, 
would both express the Southern ideal of chivalry, and be readily 
recognized in many European languages....Chevalier in French, 
Caballero in Spanish, Cavaliere in Italian, etc. Benjamin’s proposal 
also mentioned larger denominations, a double Cavalier, or $10 piece, 
and a quadruple Cavalier of $20. 

Although Benjamin’s proposal reflected high hopes in the ultimate 
success of the Southern cause, nothing ever came of it, which is a 
great pity. Had even a few of those gold Cavaliers been produced, they 
would certainly be cherished by today’s collectors. 

It’s curious that no one has, up to now, produced any fantasy “Gold 
Cavaliers” for sale to the collecting public. There are, however, two 
types of fantasy Confederate “gold” currently on the market. Both 
types are struck in gold plated copper with reeded edges, and both 
come in two denominations, $5 and $20. 

The first type is simply a scaled up version of the Confederate cent 
design , with liberty head / denomination in wreath, and dated 1862 
These are sold in four piece sets, the other two being the 22mnr; 
“cent” described above, and a copper nickeh’half dollar” with liberty 
head obverse, and the standard Confederate $1/2 reverse. 

The second type is supposed to be based on designs proposed by an 
architectual firm in New Orleans, and submitted to Treas. Sect. 
Memminger on 29 April 1861.These have as their obverse type a 
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seated figure of Liberty holding a staff topped with a liberty cap, and 
resting her arm on a shield emblazoned with the Confederate Battle 
Flag, a flag that was not created until late summer of 1861. She is 




surrounded with bales, casks, etc of southern agriculuural products. 
The reverse has a chain design; within the links are the abreviated 
names of the eleven Confederate states, even though three of them had 
not seceded by 29 April 1861. In the center is: C.S.A. /20 (or 5) / 
DOLLARS. The engraving of these can only be described as crude. 


Fantasy Confederate $20 “Gold” Piece 

These items are ludicrous in the extreme, but are included here 
because many are not marked COPY, and will, I predict, become an 
ever greater nuisance to collectors, dealers and curators in future 
years. Sad to say, these things are on sale in the gift shops of a number 
of museums and historic sites. 

Source: Confederate Coins, Everett K. Cooper, The Virginia 
Numismatist, Jan. 1974 

Thanks to Dr. Dick Doty of the Smithsonian Institution, who provided 
the information on the source of Lovett’s Confederate cent planchets. 

NATIONAL COIN WEEK 

National Coin Week 1998 will be observed April 19-25. The theme is 
Numismatics - the Key to Knowledge". This is the time for us to 
educate the public about our hobby by going into classrooms, speaking 
before civic groups and setting up exhibits in libraries, schools, 
banks and shopping malls. ANA offers two full scholarships to any 
future Summer Conference to the club and the collector who submit 
the best report of how they promoted National Coin Week. Send 
reports to ANA, 818 N. Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903; 
they must be received by ANA on or before May 31, 1998. 
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US COLLECTORS PAY A HEAVY TOLL 

By Clay W. Everhart 

It all began several years ago. I was visiting a fellow collector who 
wishes to remain anonymous. Like most collectors, he loved showing 
off his large cents, and over the years he was kind enough to sell me a 
few. first, he showed me his 1793s. Simply put, they were awesome. 
Same with the ‘94s and ‘95s. But when he got to the 1796s, my pulse 
began to quicken. For some reason, I have always been most interested 
in draped busts--1st hair style only: Sheldon 92 through S 164. 

Next he showed me two ‘96 draped busts, an R-2 and an R-3, both 
near perfection. Then I happened to notice he had very carefully 
pushed a tattered coin envelope off to one side, out of my view, You 
may know the type of coin holder I’m referring to, the kind of “two by 
two” that is dog-eared, usually with some combination of “Sheldon, 
Paschal, Bland, Loring and Matthews” scribbled on the back. I always 
know the coin is a good one when I see that weathered and battered 
brown paper; but for some reason he was hiding it from me. My 
curiosity began to grow. Finally, I had to ask, “Aren’t you going to 
show me that one?” 

“Frankly, I was hoping you wouldn’t see that one.” He 
subsequently agreed to show it to me, but on the condition that I 
understood it was NOT for sale. He handed me the flip and right away I 
could see it was a variety I desperately needed--and an R-6. 

“You dog I you know I need that onel” 

“Forget it!”, he replied; “It’s not for sale!” My hand trembled 
slightly as I opened the envelope, and placed it on the velvet pad he had 
on the table.The coin was awsome. When Webster put the word 
“choice” in his dictionary, he should have put a picture of this large 
cent next to it. It was the one coin I needed most, and I’d been 
searching for a “really nice” one for years, but he was adamant about 
it. No Sale. 

So, for the next few years,every time I visited my friend, I would 
nag him. “Please, have you thought about selling me that...” No way, 
he would respond, no way. Whenever I saw him at shows, from 
Virginia to New York, I’d try to corner him, but each time the answer 
was the same, “Forget it!” 

Finally, when I had just about given up, I got a call from him. A 
family member was ill and he needed some capital. He had finally 
decided to sell it to me. He was asking for a lot more money than 1 
usually spend on a coin, but this was a must, and I didn’t want to give 
him any opportunity to change his mind. So I told him that I “jus' 
happened” to be travelling near his town with my girlfriend over the 
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weekend and I’d stop by his house about 5:00 p.m. that Saturday. In 
the meantime, I had to borrow some money from my bank. When we 
got to his house, we exchanged pleasantries, and he told me was glad 
the coin was going to a worthy collector. I thanked him for the 
compliment and wrote him a check. 

In the car on the way home, my girlfriend was berating me for 
spending all that money. Coincidentally, the car radio was playing the 
song “Money Can’t Buy Me Love” by the Beatles. I remember thinking 
to myself “That’s appropriate”, and and I turned the song up loud in 
an attempt to drown out her whining. But I could still hear her say: 
“How could you spend all that money on another penny? You could 
have bought me a nice diamond ring, or even a carl” She then asked to 
see the coin, and at first I said no. She got mad, saying that she would 
like to at least get a look at her competition, another one of those 
“damned liberty ladies”, as she often called my large cents. Feeling 
slightly guilty, I acquiesced, but made her spread her coat over her 
lap to make sure that if she dropped it, as she had done before, it 
would not get dinged (she once turned a $5000 coin into a $500 coin 
in a matter of seconds). She promised to be careful. 

As she was looking at the coin, with the music blaring, I pulled up 
to the last twenty-five cent toll booth on the Dulles Access Road in 
Virginia. “Give me a quarter, Honey,” I said. She handed it to me and I 
threw it into the exact change. As the coin flew towards the machine, I 
noticed that its blur had a distinct brown color to it. , unlike most 
shiny quarters. Then, all at once, my heart sank. “NO-O-O-O” I 
screamed at the top of my lungs. I had suddenly realized the 
unthinkable. It was my new large cent that was flying through the airl 
With the music on so loud, she said she thought I had asked for the 
large cent back, not a quarter. I made a hapless attempt to grab it 
back, but it was too late. The penny seemed to float in slow motion as I 
grabbed helplessly at the air behind it. I can still see it in my mind 
turning, end over end, then down, down, down into the hopper. And as 
Paul McCartney and John Lennon finished their last refrain, “I don’t 
care too...much for money, money can’t buy me love”, I began to weep. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

Between May 1 and June 1 nominations will be open to fill the office 
od Secretary-Treasurer and four places on the VNA Board of 
Directors. Persons making nominations and candidates must be 
members in good standing. Names of candidates and a ballot will appear 
in the July issue. Send nominations to: Robert M. New, PO Box 1124, 
Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870, to reach him no later than June 1, 1998. 
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RAYMOND H. WILUAMSON 
1907-1997 

Raymond H. Williamson of Lynchburg, Va., died on December 13, 
1997, at the age of 90. A member of VNA since the mid ‘60s (No 
194), Ray was also a member of the American Numismatic 
Association and Early American Coppers, Inc., and a fellow of the 
American Numismatic Society. A skilled writer who suppled numerous 
brilliantly written articles to this and other publications, Ray will be 
long remembered by all who knew him as a genial gentleman and i 
devoted numismatist. He is survived by his wife, Hazel, to whom the 
Virginia Numismatic Association extends warmest sympathy. 

FRANKLYN R. HATCH 
1924-1996 

Franklyn R. (Frank) Hatch of Doswell, Va., died on June 5, 1996 
following a cerebral hemorhage. Frank took up collecting after 
retiring from his career as a band teacher, and joined VNA in 1989. 

He is survived by his wife, Lois, daughters Shelley and Rebecca, sons 
Vincent and Allen and four grandchildren, to all of whom the Virginia 
Numismatic Association extends its sincere condolences. 

JAMES M. KILLINGSWORTH 
1916-1997 

James M. Killingsworth of Virginia Beach, Va. died on Nov.22, 
1997. A veteran collector, and a member of VNA from its earliest days 
(No. 50), Jim served the association as Secretary-Treasurer and as a 
director in the ‘60s and ‘70s. He was a charter member and Past 
President of the Tidewater Coin Club, and also a member of the 
American Numismatic Assoc. Jim is survived by his wife, Ruth, to 
whom the Virginia Numismatic Association extends deepest sympathy. 

ARTHUR W. (Bill) WILKERSON 
1932-1998 

Bill Wilkerson of Richmond, Va., owner of Modern Coin, Inc., died 
in his sleep on Jan. 25, 1998. His was Virginia’s oldest coin 
business, established in 1960. Bill was a long-time member and 
generous supporter of VNA and the Richmond Coin Club, and was also a 
member of ANA and the Professional Numismatists Guild. The Virginia 
Numismatic Association extends sincere sympathy to his daughter, 

Beth Marie Wilkerson, of Daytona, Fla. 
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VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

The following applicants, will become members of VNA 20 days 
from the mailing of this notice, unless objections are received, in 
which case the matter will be acted upon by the Board of Directors. 

Applicant Sponsor 

Kyle Bradford, Sterling, Virginia (Jr.Mbr.).Steven Ellsworth 

Tim Carroll, Maitland, Florida.Steven Ellsworth 

Katie Chastain, Annandale, Virginia (jr. Mbr.)....Steven Ellaworth 

Richard A. Clark, Waynesboro, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Justin Connell, Midlothian, Virginia (Jr. Mbr.)...Jim Ruehrmund 

Russell A. Curro, Penn Laird, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Sargon de Jesus, Arlington, Virginia (Jr. Mbr.)..Steven Ellsworth 

Ken Earles, Ashland, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

William R. Eckberg, Alexandria, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Larry Fasano, Manahawkin, New Jersey.Steven Ellsworth 

Red Henry, Winchester, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Angela Holmes, N. Olmsted, Ohio.Valmore Holmes 

Valmore Holmes, N. Olmsted, Ohio.Steven Ellsworth 

Charles W. McMullen, Jr., Winston-Salem, N.C..Steven Ellsworth 

Thomas Mellott, Fairfax, Virginia (Jr. Mbr.).Steven Ellsworth 

Ronald J. Mirr, Mechanicsville, Virginia.Gerald Schmidt 

Justin Myers, Potomac, Maryland (Jr. Mbr.).Steven Ellsworth 

Mike Packard, Fairfax, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Ginger M. Pike, Plano, Texas.Steven Ellsworth 

David O. Pike, Plano, Texas.Ginger Pike 

Joe Seminara, Maitland, Florida.Tim Carroll 

William Shamhart, Jr., Chester, New Jersey.Tim Carroll 

George B. Shupp, Spotsylvania, Virgina.Steven Ellsworth 

William H. (Bill) Smith, Boykins, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Jerry Stubblefield, Fulton, Mississippi.Steven Ellsworth 

Alexander Ulvila, Herndon, Virginia (Jr. Mbr.).Steven Ellsworth 

Claire Wall, Rockville, Maryland.Steven Ellsworth 

Gene Wall, Rockville, Maryland.Steven Ellsworth 

Randall E. Wiley, Clifton, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Bob Yuell, Plainsboro, New Jersey.Steven Ellsworth 

Applicants for Life Membership 

Joseph R. Lasser, Scarsdale, New York.Jim Ruehrmund 

Merritt W. Reynolds, Felts Mills, New York.Steven Ellsworth 

R. Thayer Sheets, Yorktown, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Daryl C. Spelbring, Vienna, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the Hammond Jr. High School cafeteria, 4646 Seminary Rd. in Alexandria. 
For information about the club contact Sec.-Treas. Alynne Skrabalak, P.O. 
Box 5234, Woodbridge, VA 22194. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at the Robert 
Smith Studio, upstairs, at 105 North 1st St., Charlottesville, Va. For 
information, write to BRCC, 1561 Dairy Rd., Charlottesville, VA 22903 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Tuesdays at the Golden Corral 
Restaurant, 1185 Seminole Trail (Rt. 29 N.) in Charlottesville. Va. Club 
officers for 1998 are: Pres. Willie Gentry, V. Pres. Mac Woodward, Sec- 
Treas. Jim Luck. For information call (804) 295-5835. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the Volunteer 
Fire Dept., Collinsville, Va. For information write to Piedmont Coin Club, 
P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays in 
Meeting Room 2 of the Central Rappahannock Regional Library, Caroline St., 
Fredericksburg, Va. For information contact Harry Frank, 5923 Cascade 
Dr. FRedericksburg, VA 22407. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the Signet 
Bank Bldg., 7 N. 8th St., Richmond, Va. For information contact Jim 
Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Roanoke Main 
Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va.. For information contact 
Emmett Yonce, 2040 Roanoke Rd, Daleville, VA 24083. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the 
Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., Fishersville, Va. New 
officers for 1998 are: Pres. Robert L. Trayer, V. Pres. William Hatcher, 
Rec. Secretary Al Berry, Treas. Doug Seal, & Sec. Linwood Wilkes. For info 
contact Linwood Wilkes, RR 6, Box 570-A, Staunton, VA 24401 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 4809 
Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. For 
information contact Malcolm Gutterman, P.O. Box 1145 Norfolk, VA 23501. 
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VNA CLUBS (CONT.) 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm at 
Sammy & Nick’s Steak House, 2718 W. Mercury Blvd. in Hampton. For 
information write to: VPCC, P.O. Box 4324, Newport News, VA 23604. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets, on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Mass. Ave., N.W., Wash., D.C. 
For information write to: WNS, 6167 Cobbs Rd. Alexandria, VA 22310. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB’S SPRING SHOW 

The Shenandoah Valley Coin Club will hold its Spring Coin Show Sat. & 
Sun., Mar. 28-29, 1998 at Augusta Expoland on 1-64, Exit 91 
(Fishersville), between Staunton and Waynesboro. Hours are; 10 am 
- 6 pm Sat., and 11 am - 5 pm Sun. For Information, call Jim Ryder 
at (540) 886-4606. 

SALEM COIN CLUB’S SPRING SHOW 

The Salem Coin Club will hold its Spring Coin Show Sat. & Sun., Apr. 
18-19, 1998 at The American Legion Bldg., 710 Apperson Dr., 
Salem, Va. Hours are 10 am to 5pm both days. There will be 28 
tables. For information, contact Show Chairman Emmett Yonce, 1040 
Roanoke Rd., Daleville, VA 24083; ph (540) 992-5331. 


A\ 

THE SENTRY BOX 


World Coins 

✓Bis 

Box 2413 

Smm* 

Manassas, VA 20108 

mm m 

Chris Maniscalco 


(703) 791-6789 


PAPER MONEY 

ANA-52964 VNA-711 

Do you really want the BEST PRICE for your paper money ? 
Then don’t sell until you get my offer I I buy collections, 
estates and hoards. Dealers, I want to buy from you, too I 
Telephone or send a general list of what you have for sale. I’ll 
travel to you for lots that warrant. Buying since 1964. 

JAMES A. SPARKS, JR. 

P.O Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145 (704) 633-5177 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


MAR 19-20 CINCINNATI, OH 

Convention Center 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

MAR 28-29 FISHERSVILLE, VA 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY 

Auausta Expoland 

COIN CLUB 

APR. 18-19 SALEM, VA 

SALEM COIN CLUB 

Americon Legion Blda. 710 Apoerson Rd. 

MAY 15-17 BALTIMORE, MD 

MARYLAND STATE 

Convention Center 

NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 

JUNE 19-21 MEMPHIS, TN 

INTERNATIONAL PAPER 

Cook Convention Center 

MONEY SHOW 

AUG. 5-9 PORTLAND, OR 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 

Convention Center 

ASSOCIATION 

AUG 20-23 DALTON, GA 

BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 

NW Georgia Trade Ctr. 

ASSOCIATION 

SEP. 17-20 STRASBURG, PA 

STRASBURG PAPER MONEY 

Strasburg Inn. Rt. 896 

COLLECTORS SHOW 

SEP 24-27 Greensboro, NC 

NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

OCT. 2-4 ANNANDALE, VA 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 

9333 Little River TnpK, 

ASSOCIATION 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established. ,1970 
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MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOELP. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


CAVALOEIR COLLECTABLES 




RICHARD B. COLTRANE 


POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 


(757) 249-4387 


LIBERTY COINS 


Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Min- 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 


We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 

Free Price List On Request. 

ANA 50230 / VNA 75 


Post Office Drawer 6127 



News, VA 23606 


757-596-3183 















THE 

com 

EXCHANGE 

OF 

VIRGINIA 



COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 


BUY - SELL - TRADE 


STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 



21*2 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (804> 643-0905 - HOURS 10:15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 














PUBLIC AUCTIONS 



WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOST AUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG OF OUR NEXT SALE 

5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 

RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 


BUTTERNUT 


BUILDER & SELLER OF GREAT COIN COLLECTIONS 

(We Buy it All....discreatley) 

SPECIALIST IN EARLY AMERICAN COPPER COINS 

(Over 4,000 Large Cents in Stock) 

For Dealers: Simply the Best.. Table & Case Covers 

Table Cover.v .'NvIon Cordura Fabric,Double-Interlocking Zippers 
Electric Blue or Money Green $110. (includes shipping) 
Case Covers : Nvlon Cordura Fabric,Double-Interlocking Zippers 
Fits all Standard Cases. Black $43 (includes shipping) 



COLONEL STEVEN K. ELLSWORTH 


PO BOX 498 


CLIFTON, VIRGINIA 20124-0498 
(703) 802-0252: FAX (703) 802-0253 


e-mail: Butternut@gslink.com. 











0011 


THE MONEY $TORE 


FOR SALE: 1880-81 checks of Peoples National Bank, Rock Island, III. , blue 

paper w/ printed rev. stmp. & a great locomotive vignette. $4 each ppd 
Mark J. O’Hara. 136 Dewhnr st St. Savanna II fiir^ _ ’ 

WANTED: “Spottswood” Civil War Medal,7th W.Va. Battalion, 1865, Horse¬ 

shoe on top inscr,”We Have Crossed the Mountains",cloverleaf below 
B /W/B r i bbon , M.L.McPonald, POR fi Q 8, Winchester VA PPfini _ 

CONFEDERATE medals, badges, ribbons: UCV, SCV, etc.Illustrated bimonthly 

Newsletter. Subscription $15.00; free sample copy for #10 SASE 
-MBR Newsletter. P.O. Roy 4514P1 Atlanta fiA 3114* _ 

WANTED.-Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for 

my personal collection. Please describe and price. 

M ed L ea . 8704 Kinds M il l Place. Raieinh. nc ?7ri^ __ 

FOR SALE: 1997 VNA Convention wooden nickels; 50c ea. + SASE 

YM A c/o Ginnie Aldridge 515 Pinehm-st a v r . colonial Heinhts va 

FOR SALE: 100 antique pewter ingots of U.S. Bicentennial History, cost 

M QQQ: make offer . Leo Poncet. Box 1555 , Petersburg VA aaarvj _ 

WANTED: Continental & Colonial currency from Va. & other colonies; I pay 

more than anyone else for low-grade notes & ones with problems. 

Pa Y l d Censolyp. PQB 153.Covesv i ||e. VA PP931: (8041 9 Q 3 - 437 -| _ 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & 

receive a “FREE” currency price list. Happy Collecting! 

Barry Ciociola PO Boy 71fi4 6 . Durham NCP77PP.1R4R _ 

WANTED: Tokens from Maine, New Hampshire & Vermont; also collect 

tokens from Va., D.C. & Baltimore. Many available for trade. 

, P - Q -—BflZ—Z1SH.—Charlottes ville. VA 23906-7104 

WANTED; Paying $1000 for Dewey medal awarded for Manila Bay battle in 

1898. Must be named, with top bar, & in decent condition. 

Bharles Pfeiffer , 1401 Druid Rd.. Maitland fi . 32751 (4071 644 -nna 5 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Qinni? Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave Colonial Heinhts VA 23224 _ 

WANTED. LEESBURG & LOUDON CO., VA Numismatic / exonumia of any 

type. Also, any material with the surname ATWELL or ATTWELL. 

£ SPrqe F ■ Atwell , P Q BOX 675 Leesburg VA 9P075. (7031 777-PP53 

WANTED: Maryland canning tokens. Price & describe in 1st letter. 

kL M . Boswell. P.Q. Box 428. G a mbrills. MB P 1054 -n 498 _ 

WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. 

Daryl C, Spelbrina PO Box 638 V ienna. VA 22183. (7081 Q 38 - 7 PR 7 _ 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 

712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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COLLECTORS CHOICE 



BUY - SELL 



* COINS * STAMPS * JEWELRY 
* BASEBALL CARDS * 

* GUNS * KNIVES * SWORDS * 

LINDA HULL & VINCE BULMAN 


5441 Virginia Beach Bivd. 

Suite 120-121 
Virginia Beach, VA 23462 

TEL. (757) 497-5950 * * FAX (757) 557-0540 

e Mail collcoin@visi.net 
Web Site http://www.coincollectables.com 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 


We Welcome Consignments! 


Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 


Autographs 


Stocks & Bonds 


Currency & Coins 


Diana Herzog 
Nuel Somosa 

Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 

Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
= & for a FREE Brochure = 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 




FAX 212-908-4047 


§ Eg HHI B 

26 Broadway, Suite 271 
New York, NY 10004 


NY 212-943-1880 




































ADVERTISING RATES 

Size 1-Time 1-Year 

% Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

'/ 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


In the last issue I mentioned the need for articles & ads for the 
magazine. My appeal did not go unheeded; three articles came in, all of 
which appear in this issue. Sincere thanks to the authors, Steve 
Ellsworth, Red Henry & Ed Kuszmar. I fondly hope that others will be 
inspired to emulate them. Thanks also to Andy & Alynne Skrabalak of 
Angel Dee’s Coins & Collectibles, Woodbridge, Va., for taking an ad, 
which will start in the next issue. 

Mention of the Skrabalaks leads to a mention of the Alexandria Coin 
Club, of which Alynne is secretary-treasurer. At the April meeting 
the club had as visitors four boy scouts who were helped to fulfill the 
requirements for the merit badge in coin collecting. What an excellent 
project! It's a great way to help young people to become serious 
collectors, for earning that merit badge does require some serious 
collecting. 

A number of convention ads and patron listings for the July issue 
have come in, which are much appreciated. I can use a lot more, so 
please keep them coming. Sophie the Schnauzer has signed up as a 
patron again this year, and she urges all of her friends, both humans 
& dogs, to do likewise. 

As of 11 April we still have 36 members who have not yet paid 
their ‘98 dues. That’s two more than at this time last year, but VNA 
has about 25% more members now than it had in April ‘97. If you 
haven’t paid, please get busy and send a check, payable to VNA, for 
$8.00 ($2.00 for juniors). 

Many of you no doubt saw in Coin World a couple of months back 
that Col. Grover Criswell, VNA Life Member #23, of Ft. McCoy. Fla. 
had suffered a stroke. He’s now out of intensive care, and is in a 
nursing home. We wish him a full and speedy recovery, and we 
should all remember Grover and Dolly in our prayers. 


HAVE YOU PAID YOUR ‘98 DUES? 

REGULAR MEMBERS.$8.00 

JUNIOR MEMBERS.$2.00 

CLUBS.$10.00 
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VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

40™ ANNUAL COIN SHOW & 
CONVENTION 
October 2-3-4,1998 

Northern Virginia Community College 
R.J. Ernst Community Cultural Center 
8333 Little River Turnpike(Capitai Beltway Exit#6West) 
Annandale, Virginia 

Table Fees: 8ft.w/2 cases 1 light =$195, L.w/4 cases 2 lights = $285, 
2x8ft.w/4 cases 2 lights = $310. 

Bourse Fees paid in full by March 31 st get the following Early Bird 

Discounts. 8ft=$20/net $175, L=$40/net $245, 2x8ft.=$50/net $260. 

Dealer Setup: Friday, Noon- 3pm. Public hours are Friday 3pm- 
7pm.Sat.10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-3pm. Dealers and assistants 
must be a member of VNA. In past years we have been able to 
accommodate few new dealers. We anticipate space for at least 20 
new dealers. Table location assignments will be made by the 
Bourse Czar for ail dealers whose paid in full bourse fees are 
received by July 31 s * .based on the following point system and the 
date the bourse fees are received: 

1. Previous VNA Shows, one point for each consecutive 
year.(Max.3Points.) 

2. The Virginia Numismatist Advertising, one point for each $20 spent 
during previous 12 months. (Max.3Points.) 

3. The Virginia Numismatist Articles, one point for each submitted 
during previous 12 months. (Max.2Points.) 

4. Life Membership, one point. 

5. Recruiting New Members, one point for each new member recruited. 
(Max.3Points.) 

Mail for an Application: 

Colonel Steven Ellsworth, Bourse Czar, VNA 
PO Box 498 Clifton, Virginia 20124 
(703) 802-0252 phone (703) 802-0253 fax 
email: Butternut@gslink.com 





1998 VNA CONVENTION AND COIN SHOW 

As of 26 March, the following dealers have signed up for VNA’s ‘98 
Show. You’ll note that 22 of them are from out of state. 


A.E. Johnbrier Coins, Bowie, MD 
Angel Dee’s Coins, Woodbridge, VA 
B & H Coins, Jamison, PA 
Banknotes of the World, Vienna, VA 
Bill Smith Coins, Clover, VA 
Butternut, Clifton, VA 
Carat-Coin-Collectibles, N. Olmsted, OH 
Catawba Valley Coins, Charlotte, NC 
Claire’s Corner, Rockville, MD 
Coins & Collectibles, Seaford, NY 
Coins of the Realm, Rockville, MD 
Cotten’s Coins & Currency, Cary, NC 
David Amey / Stuart Jones, Woodstock, MD 
David Gotkin World Coins, Springfield, VA 
Don Baily Numismatic, Homer, Ml 
Don Frederick, Annandale, VA 
Donald Apte, Inc., Vienna, VA 
Douglas F. Bird, Inc., Hermosa Beach,CA 

Fasano Bros. Rare Coins, Manahawkin, NJ __ 

George 0 Eggimann’s Rare Coins, Diamond Springs, CA 
Len Harsel, World Paper Money, Springfield, VA 


Al Johnbrier 
Andrew Skrabalak 
Frank Burns 
Daryl Spelbring 
William Smith 
Col.Steve Ellsworth 
Valmore J. Holmes 
Chesley Dellinger 
Claire Wall 
Ira Meltzer 
Peter Boyer 
Larry Cotten 

David R. Gotkin 
Don Bailey 
Don Frederick 
Don Apte 
Doug Bird 
Larry Fasano 


Imperial Coins, Richmond, VA 
Ken Earles, Ashland, VA 
Liberty Coins, Richmond, VA 
Liberty Rare Coins, Inc, Plano, TX 
Mercury Numismatics, Merrifield, VA 
Minerva Coins, Manhurst, NY 
Nilus Coins, Austin, TX 
Numismatic Financial Corp.,Maitland, FL 
Old Virginia Coin Co., Yorktown, VA 
Premier Precious Metals, Santa Fe, NM 
Rahway Coins, Spotsylvania, VA 
Ray Burns, Ltd., Cleveland , OH 
Robin Borum Coin Sales, Woodbridge, VA 
Scotsman Coins, St. Louis, MO 
The Sentry Box, Manassas, VA 
Tom’s Coins & Currency, Annandale, VA 
Triangle Gold ‘N Cards, Durham, NC 
Weiss Collectable Sales, Hopatcong, NJ 


Jerry Schmidt 
Kenneth A. Earles 
Ron Mirr 
David Pike 
Joel Cherry 
Anthony 'Swiatek 
Bill Kalmbach 
Tim Carrol 
R.Thayer Sheets 
Greg Hoffman 
George Shupp 
Ray Burns 
Robin Borum 
Jerry L. Morgan 
Chris Maniscalco 
Thomas Moore 
Alan Flowers 
Lorraine Weiss 
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CONVENTION ADS & PATRONS 


Support the ‘98 convention with an ad or a patron listing in the July 
issue of the Virginia Numismatist Cost of convention ads is: 

Full Page: $25 Half Page: $15 Quarter Page: $7.50 

A patron listing costs only $2, Ads & patron listings must reach the 
editor no later than the last week of May, and should be sent to: VNA, 
712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 


WHERE DO VNA’S MEMBERS LIVE? 


Thanks largely to the recruiting efforts of Col. Steve Ellsworth, VNA’s 
membership as of 21 March stood at 416, which includes 11 clubs, 
10 in Virginia, and one in the District of Columbia. Of the 405 
individual members, 63 are Life members, 309 are Regular 
members and 33 are Juniors. Their locations are as follows: 

Northern Virginia. L7/R64/J13 

Fredericksburg Area. L 1 / R 4 / J 1 

Tappahannock & Northern Neck. L - / R 4 / J 1 

Shenandoah Valley. L2/R18/J2 

Charlottesville Area. L3/R10/J- 

Richmond Area. L5/R37/J9 

Peninsula Area. L 6 / R13 / J - 

Norfolk -Va. Beach Area. L5/R18/J- 

Petersburg Area. L1/R12/J- 

Farmville - Franklin Area. L-/R5/J- 

Roanoke - Salem Area. L8 / R 12 / J 1 

Lexington Area. L 3 / R 3 / J 1 

Western Va., Covington - Saltville. L-/R10/J- 

Lynchburg - Danville. L-/R6/J- 


We have 117 out of state members, 19 Life, 93 reg. , 5 Jr., (29% of 


our membership), 
CA. 5 reg 
CO. 1 reg 
CT. 1 life 
DC. 5 reg. 

DE. 2 life / 1 reg. 
FL. 2 life / 5 reg. 
GA. 2 life / 3 reg. 
IL. 2 reg. 


who live in the following states: 
LA. 2 reg 

MD. 2 life / 14 reg/ 3 jr 
Ml. 1 reg 

MS. 1 life / 1 reg. 

MT. 1 reg. 

NC. 2 life / 14 reg / 1 Jr. 
NJ. 5 reg. 

NM. 2 reg. 


NY. 2 life/ 6 reg 
OH.1 life / 3 reg 
PA. 7 reg / 1 jr. 
SC. 3 reg. 

TN. 1 life 1 reg 
TX. 1 life /3 reg 
Wl. 1 life/1 reg 
WV. 1 life/7 reg 
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Virginia Ancestral Currency: 

The Coins of Alexius I and Isaac II 

by Red Henry 

Many collectors in Virginia are descended from ancient kings of England 
and France. Are you among them? If you had ancestors in Virginia long aqo 
especially Carters, Harrisons, Randolphs, Pages, or any of several other 
well-connected families, you may be able to trace your ancestry back to 
royal roots. Silver pennies of English monarchs such as Edward III, and the 
deniers of Charlemagne and other early French kings, have always been 
popular and appropriate items for a Virginia collection. 

However, there is also another field of numismatics which provides scope 
for collecting Virginia ancestral money: the coinage of certain Byzantine 
emperors. Thousands of people in Virginia are descended from Alexius I 
(1081-1118) and other emperors, although they may be unaware of the fact. 
If your family tree goes back to the early planter Robert Carter I (called “King” 
Carter because of his wealth and influence), then you are descended from 
Byzantine royalty. 

Alexius I is famous in history, partly because he was emperor at the time 
of the First Crusade: a gigantic outpouring of life, wealth, and effort which 
recaptured Jerusalem from the Moslems. The crusade was undertaken by 
Western Europeans who, in order to reach the 
Holy Land, had to march through the Byzantine 
Empire—now (roughly speaking) portions of Bul¬ 
garia, Greece, and Turkey. Tens of thousands of 
people from France, Italy, Germany, and other 
countries, seized with fanatical religious enthusiam 
(and the desire to obtain land and wealth at the 

expense of the Moslems), passed through Alexius’s 
territory. Unable to bring along provisions for such 

a long march, they begged food from the emperor. ig ' 1 ?lnJ,? xlus 1 
He fed them, just to get rid of his dangerous guests ’ ear-woo,) 

and send them on their way. 

Alexius and his Byzantine nobility considered the Crusaders to be little 
better than barbarians, ignoring the fact that those “barbarians” were 
pushing back the tide of Moslem expansion and giving the Byzantine empire 
a new lease on life. The dealings of the Crusader princes and Alexius with 
each other are a saga of political greed, subterfuge, and bad faith surpassed 
by few other episodes in history. 
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The principal bronze coin of Alexius was called the follis. This denomina¬ 
tion, which was produced for hundreds of years, underwent many changes 
of design, size, and workmanship as the fortunes of the empire waxed and 
waned. Many folles of Alexius are badly struck on irregular planchets. 
Figure 1 is a photo of the most distinctive side of a “Class J” follis of Alexius 
made at the Constantinople mint. This coin, which (in spite of its appear¬ 
ance) is a better-than-average example, depicts 
a cross in the center and a large crescent at the 
bottom, with several large dots or “pellets” spaced 
around the sides and top. These folles are often 
found overstruck on coins of Michael VII (1071- 
1078) or other previous emperors. 

Alexius’s folles from the Thessalonica mint are 
scarcer, but are sometimes better-struck and on 
rounder planchets. Figure 2 is a photo of the 
obverse of one variety, which also features a 
cross as its prominent device, with lettering in the 
field. 

Alexius’s descendant Irene Comnena married 
another emperor, Isaac II. Isaac’s coins are 
scarcer than those of Alexius. Figure 3 shows a 
bronze tetartaron, this side of which depicts the 
Archangel Michael. A crude image of the em¬ 
peror is on the other side, with the legend icaak 
giving his name in the Greek letters of the time. 

One attractive aspect of collecting these Byz¬ 
antine bronze coins is their low cost. Depending 
on the dealer and the coin, many of these items can be found at prices from 
$3.00 to $25.00, putting them within the reach of most collectors. For more 
information on the bronze coins, Berk’s Eastern Roman Successors of the 
Sestertius is a useful and inexpensive guide. 

Alexius also coined silver and gold. The silver is rare and very expensive, 
but I have seen quite nice examples of Alexius’s gold coins (the cup-shaped 
“scyphates”) advertised for sale in the $275 to $375 price range. 

Since information about Byzantine ancestry is not as readily available as 
for English or French family lines, I am appending a chart of the generations 
from Alexius down to American colonial times. Professional genealogists 
might do better, but this is the best information I have. This chart shows 
Alexius’s descendents down to “King” Carter of Virginia. To connect Alexius 
and Isaac with your own family tree, you can take it from there. 



Fig. 2: Follis of Alexius I 
(Sear-1911) 



Fig. 3: Tetartaron 
of Isaac II 
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The generations from Alexius I to Robert “King” Carter are as follows: 

Alexius I, Byzantine Emperor 1081-1118, m. Irene 
John II, Emperor, d.1143, m. Prisca 
Isaac Comnenos, d.1174 

Theodora Comnenos m2. Andronicus I, Emperor, d.1185 

Irene Comnena m. Isaac II Angelos, Emperor, d.1204 

Irene Angela m2. Philip of Swabia, son of Frederick I, Holy Roman Emperor 

Maria of Hohenstaufen, d.1235, m. Henry II, Duke of Brabant 

Matilda of Brabant m. Robert I, Count of Artois, d.1250 while on crusade 

Blanche of Artois m. Edmund Plantagenet, Earl of Lancaster, d.1256, son 
I of Henry II 

Henry Plantagenet, Earl of Lancaster, d.1345 

Eleanor Plantagenet m. Richard FitzAlan, d.1376 

Sir John FitzAlan, Earl of Arundel, d.1379 

Joan FitzAlan, d.1407, ml. William Echyngham 

Sir Thomas Echyngham m. Margarett Knyvett 

Sir Thomas Echyngham m. Margaret West 

Margaret Echyngham, d.1481, m. Sir William Blount, killed at the Battle of 

Barnet 

Eljzabeth Blount m. Sir Andrew Windsor, d.1543 

Edith Windsor m. George Ludlow, Sheriff of Wiltshire, d.1580/1 

Thomas Ludlow m. Jane Pyle 

Gabriel Ludlow, 1587-1639, m. Phyllis 

Sarah Ludlow, b. circa 1635, m. Col. John Carter of Virginia 

Robert “King” Carter, c. 1663-1732, ancestor of many Virginia families 


Sources: 

Berk, Harlan J., Eastern Roman Successors of the Sestertius, n.d. 
von Redlich, M.D.A., Pedigrees of Some of the Emperor Charlemagne’s 
Descendants , Genealogical Pub. Co., Baltimore, 1986 
Encyclopedia Brittanica, Enc. Brit. Pub. Co., New York, 11th ed., 1910 
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The Great “Should Dealers Stay at Shows 
Until the Close on Sunday?” Debate 

By Ed Kuszmar 

Being on America On Line for the past few years, and participating 
in many of the discussion groups that pertain to coins, currency and 
collectibles, has been a real experience. One of my primary reasons 
for being there has been to find new areas to reach out worldwide to 
publicize the Lakeland, Florida “Collectorama Show”, and the 
Suburban Washington / Baltimore Coin and Currency Show. While the 
time and effort has been very positive for publicizing my shows, it 
has also offered me a lot of new insights as to how collectors feel about 
a wide range of subjects pertaining to the hobby and the business. 

Being on the Coin Net and Facts coin dealer teletype systems for 
many years just couldn’t prepare me for the onslaught of issues, both 
real and imaginary, that get discussed out in cyberspace. Collectors 
look at our business, and at the hobby, in an entirely different light 
than we do, and “dealer bashing” seems to be one of their favorite 
pastimes. Much of this “dealer bashing” is completely without merit, 
as most collectors haven’t the foggiest idea of what is involved in 
running a successful coin business. Many collectors couldn’t care less 
about major issues that have such a dramatic impact on the way we 
have to conduct our businesses, such as security, travel, airline 
schedules, political problems, tax problems, cash reporting 
problems, grading, bad checks, scams, robbery, burglary and even 
murder. And, heaven forbid that a dealer make a profit on his wares, 
or leave a show before it closes on Sunday. 

On of the most active threads on AOL in past months has been the 
“Should Dealers Stay at Shows Until the Close on Sunday?” debate. 
Many collectors feel that EVERY dealer should be at his table until the 
close on Sunday, just in case the collector decides to show up, and 
there are no valid reasons for dealers leaving the show early. Many 
collectors have absolutely no concern that a dealer, will often be put 
into very compromising and added expense situations because there 
are no airline flights schheduled that day after the show closes, or, 
after working all day, he may have to take a motel somewhere, with 
no security other than what he carries on his hip, because he could not 
drive all night, to get home to open up his shop, or be on time for his 
other job. What about church, or spending a nice day with the family? 
No, absolutely not allowed. A day off? No wayl If a dealer takes a table 
at a show, he is most definitely a scumbag if he thinks he can get away 
with leaving the show early. It’s perfectly O.K. for the collector to go 
home or not show up at all on Sunday, but the dealer is expected to be 
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there at all times. 

And the suggestions on what to do about this get even worse. Fine 
the dealer $50 or $100 if he leaves the show early. Of course there 
was also one guy who felt that a $5000.00 fine would solve the 
problem. Don’t give the offending dealer a table at the next show if he 
leaves early. It’s this kind of thinking that would shortly put an end 
to many good shows. Put dealers who leave early in the back of the 
room next show. Forget about the fact that the dealer has worked hard 
and supported the show for many years to work his way up to a front 
row table. Have armed guards at the exits and force dealers, who try 
to leave early, back to their tables until the show ends. And while 
your armed guards are watching for offending dealers, the thieves and 
crooks will be stealing the show blind. Let local club members or 
collectors set up on Sunday on the vacated tables at no cost. Sure, 
jeopardize your show security by allowing someone you do not know to 
be behind a table, and then explain to the Department of Revenue why 
someone was selling at your show without a valid Sales Tax License 
Number.You can also explain to the dealers who have paid for their 
space and stayed for Sunday, why there are people behind tables who 
did not share in the show expenses. 

At the January 1997 FUN show, according to one AOL message, a 
collector who thought it was absolutely disgraceful that some dealers 
had left early, apparently “took pictures” of all empty tables of 
departed dealers, and was going to “report” this information via his 
club bulletin to other collectors in his organization. I asked him how 
he was going to determine which dealers had actually left the show, 
which dealers had moved up to a better location and which ones had left 
the show but had another dealer move into their space. After all, to be 
fair (and to avoid lawsuits), one would have to be damn well sure that 
this information was 100% accurate, and, short of matching up the 
dealer’s faces with the table signs, it is impossible to determine. I 
have yet to receive an answer to this. As a major show dealer for over 
30 years and a major show promoter for over 25 years, I walk both 
sides of the fence on this issue. My previous comments are, needless to 
say, coming from the dealer standpoint, and as an independent “free 
enterprise” coin dealer I take offense at anyone’s telling me how I 
have to run my business, how long I have to stay at a show, and where 
and when I can do my business 

However, as a show promoter, I also have to be completely 
cognizant of both the dealers’ and the collector’s standpoints, because 
you cannot have a successful coin show without both dealers and 
collectors. The “Dealers Staying Through Sunday" problem is really a 
very tough issue, and most folks contend that it cannot be solved. I do 
not agree. Each side blames the other, ONLY considers its own point of 
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view, and then dismisses the other side's view as pure Bullhocky. 

However, there is a third side to the equation, the show 
promoter's side. And, the show promoter must also accept a share of 
the blame, along with the dealer who leaves his table vacant on Sunday 
because there is hardly any business and the collector who does not 
attend on Sunday because so many dealers have left. No promoter likes 
to see his show half empty on Sunday, but few try to do anything about 
it. At my Lakeland, Florida “Collectorama Show”, we retain about 
85% of our dealers for Sunday, and those dealers who stay for Sunday 
do a great job of “spreading out” to keep the show basically filled up. 
At 4:00 P.M. on Sunday, as the show closes, each collector and dealer 
gets a “Grand Door Prize” ticket for our special drawing for a three 
day, two night, vacation at the Kon-Tiki Resort in the Florida Keys, a 
prize that costs the show $250.00. Not only does this keep many 
dealers at the show until the end, it also keeps lots of collectors there 
too, and it bolsters Sunday business. 

One thing I have learned over the years is that, if you give dealers 
and collectors the opportunity to do some good business, many of them 
will take advantage of it. If you give them an opportunity for some 
“great" business, then most will take advantage of it. The collector 
says there’s no sense in attending on Sunday because many dealers 
have left, and the dealer says there’s no sense staying on Sunday 
because the collectors don’t show up. The show promoter looks at both 
dealer and collector attendance on Sunday, and often times feels that 
the expense of keeping the show open on Sunday does not warrant it. I 
disagree. I think that if all three sides of this problem work together 
there can be a solution. 

To start with, major shows like Baltimore, Long Beach, F.U.N., 
Central States and A.N.A. will usually retain more dealers on Sunday 
than other area shows do on their best day because they have a strong 
base of dealers who want to do business on Sunday. Some of the 
“wholesale only" dealers will leave, but these are not the ones that 
collectors would be doing any business with in the first place. At 
Baltimore we offer any legitimate dealer the opportunity to set up on 
Sunday for business, and his only cost is a $25.00 donation to 
Children’s Hospital. The Lakeland, Fla. “Collectorama Show" uses 
Florida Youth Ranch for donations. The dealer must have a Sales Tax 
Number, and, if he is not known to the show management, must 
provide references from other known dealers. Not only does this bring 
in new material and new business on Sunday for both collectors and 
other dealers, it’s a great way to raise money for a worthy charity. 

Scheduling special lectures, exhibits, meetings, seminars and 
giveaways for Sunday, instead of Saturday, will also improve Sunday 
attendance. Clubs and organizations tend to schedule their meetings 
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during the peak business hours because they feel that more folks will 
attend, but this often defeats their purpose because it’s hard for 
dealers and collectors to break away for meetings when business is 
brisk. Sundays are great for Appraisal Clinics, free coins for 
youngsters and other programs to attract new people to our shows and 
to our hobby. Instead of all the finger pointing and griping about how 
bad Sundays are at shows, and who is to blame, a concentrated effort, 
by everyone involved, can solve this problem, and keep our hobby and 
our business strong and growing. A little sacrifice may be needed to 
make the change, but many of us feel it will definitely be worth it. 


BUTTERNUT BITES 

By Col. Steven Ellsworth 
#2. Building a Library. 

The old saying, “Buy the book before you buy the coin” is a lesson 
which most collectors wish they had heeded. My Webster dictionary 
defines numismatics as “The study and collection of coins and medals”. 
In order for collectors to understand coins and currency, they must at 
least know what they are. The public library and the internet both 
offer excellent information, but to study your coins you'll want to 
have your own books, articles and reference notes. With this in mind, 
here are six basic publications every collector should own: 

A-puide Book qL United SM££. Goins, by R.S. Yeoman. The “Red 
Book” has become the standard work on U.S. coins. The 1998 edition 
is the 51st, and the price is under $10. Within its pages is a wealth of 
knowledge with which a novice can become proficient in many, many 
areas of numismatics. For some areas, such as colonials, it is the best 
source of information. You should buy a new one every year, being 
sure to retain the old one, as they, too, become collectable. In fact, a 
first edition now sells for over $300. However, it is not the best 
source for prices, as they tend to be outdated before the book is 
printed. To compensate, the editors tend to inflate the prices, only to 
find them too low by year’s end. 

2. EhQtQQf^Q by James F. Ruddy. This book makes it easy for anyone 
to get a general idea as to a coin’s grade. It doesn’t necessarily help 
with condition, but it will give you a sharpness grade based on the 
degree of wear. The book is designed so that you simply place a coin 
next to the type and grade photograph that most closely resembles it. 
You then read the short narrative (also found in the Red Book) to 
insure the match; it’s that simple, it won’t make you an expert 
grader, but it will at least give you a general idea of a coin’s grade. 
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BUTTERNUT BITES (CONT.) „ . u „ 

3 nffirial A N.A. Grading S tandards fan Untied Sales Gems by Ken 
Bressett and A. Kosoff. This book gives a closer standard for grading 
than does Photograde, it uses detailed drawings and descriptions to 
show the progression of wear for every U.S. coin from 1793 to the 
present. This book is an indispensable aid to coin grading. 

4 m imismatic News & Coin World Newspapers. Numismatists are 
fortunate in having two fine newspapers available; both are excellent. 
In my opinion, Numismatic News has more articles about coin and 
currency series and types, while Coin World offers more articles on 
current events and prices. Coin World’s Price Trends is used by most 
dealers to price their average coins. Both will provide articles about 
many aspects of collecting. The key is to save articles of interest, and 
organize them in a file for future reference. Both papers are 
inexpensive, and I recommend that you subscribe to one or both. 

5 The Numismatist , the official publication of the American 
Numismatic Association (ANA). Founded in 1891, and with over 
27,000 members, ANA is the world’s largest numismatic association. 
ANA’s magazine, The Numismatist, is published monthly, and costs 
$ 5 , but is sent free to ANA members. Every issue has great articles 
and reference materials, which most collectors save, sort of like the 
National Geographic. An index is published every 10 years. If you’re 
not an ANA member, you should be. 

6 . Rooks on Sp^rifir Coin Types . Once you have settled on a com type 
or series that interests you, buy the current book, or books, on the 
subject, for example, if large cents are your interest, then United 
States Large Cents, 1793-1814 by William C. Noyes, The Cent 
Book 1816-1839 by John Wright and Attribution Guide for 
United States Large Cents 1840-1857 by J.R. Grellman are three 
essential references. It doesn’t matter what you collect, books have 
been written about it. Be sure to consider acquiring earlier works, as 
they,too, are a treasure of information. 

Your thoughts and ideas are always welcome. Address them to Col. 
Steven Ellsworth, c/o BUTTERNUT, P.O. Box 498, Clifton, VA 20124 
e-mail: butternut @gslink.com. 

VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 


Applicant SponSQ E 

David C. Amey, Woodstock, Maryland.Steven Ellsworth 

Matthew Blair, Richmond, Virginia (Jr.Mbr.).Jim Ruehrmund 

Beatrice Borum, Woodbridge, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Robin Borum, Woodbridge, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Peter A. Boyer, Rockville, Maryland.Steven Ellsworth 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS /PONT \ 

Dr. B. Shay Bradley, Richmond, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Larry W. Cotten, Cary, North Carolina.Steven Ellsworth 

Chesley Y. Dellinger, Jr., Charlotte, NC Steven Ellsworth 

George Eggimann, Diamond Springs, California....Steven Ellsworth 
Darlene Eggimann, Diamond Springs, California...George.Eggimann 

Michael P. Epstein, Baltimore, Md. (Jr.Mbr.).Steven Ellsworth 

Alan Flowers, Durham, North Carolina.Steven Ellsworth 

Donald R. Frederick, Annandale, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Jay Jefferson, Rockville Maryland.Peter Boyer 

Bill Kalmbach, Austin, Texas.Steven Ellsworth 

Ira Meltzer, Seaford, New York.Steven Ellsworth 

Thomas D. Moore, Annandale, VA.Steven Ellsworth 

Jerry L. Morgan, St.Louis, MO.Steven Ellsworth 

Bruce Schmerling, Pittsburg, Pa. (Jr. Mbr.).Steven Ellsworth 

Ruth A. Schmidt, Richmond, Virginia.Gerald Schmidt 

Lorraine S. Weiss, Hopatcong, New Jersey.Steven Ellsworth 

Warren L Weiss, Hopatcong, New Jersey.Steven Ellsworth 

Mary Anne Yohe, Fairfax, Virginia.Keith Littlefield 

Applicant for Life Membership 

Michael Capen, Williamsburg, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 


VNA MEMBER CLUBS 

ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in the 
Hammond Jr. High School cafeteria, 4646 Seminary Rd. in Alexandria. For 
info contact Alynne Skrabalak, P.O. Box 5234, Woodbridge, VA 22194. 
BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at the 
Robert Smith Studio, upstairs, at 105 North 1st St., Charlottesville, Va. In 
April the Blue Ridge & Monticello clubs held a combined meeting featuring a 
large auction sale, and will hold another in October. For information, write 
to BRCC, 1561 Dairy Rd., Charlottesville, VA 22903 
MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Tuesdays at the Golden Corral 
Restaurant, 1185 Seminole Trail (Rt. 29 N.) in Charlottesville. Va. For info 
contact Sec-Treas. Jim Luck, 301 E. Market St., Charlottesville, VA 
22902, or call him at (804) 295-1765. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Volunteer Fire Dept., Collinsville, Va. For information write to Piedmont 
Coin Club, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd 
Tuesdays in Meeting Room 2 of the Central Rappahannock Regional Library, 
Caroline St., Fredericksburg, Va. For information contact Harry Frank, 
5923 Cascade Dr. Fredericksburg, VA 22407. 
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VNA CLUBS (CONT.) 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the Signet 
Bank Bldg., 7 N. 8th St., Richmond, Va. For information contact Jim 
Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Roanoke 
Main Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va.. For information contact 
Emmett Yonce, 2040 Roanoke Rd, Daleville, VA 24083. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays 
at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., Fishersville, Va. 
For info contact Linwood Wilkes, RR 6, Box 570-A, Staunton, VA 24401 
TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 
4809 Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. For 
information contact Malcolm Gutterman, P.O. Box 1145 Norfolk, VA 23501. 
VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm 
at Sammy & Nick’s Steak House, 2718 W. Mercury Blvd. in Hampton. For 
information write to: VPCC, P.O. Box 4324, Newport News, VA 23604. 
WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets, on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Mass. Ave., N.W., Wash., D.C. 
For information write to: WNS, 6167 Cobbs Rd. Alexandria, VA 22310. 

The Society does not meet in July and August 



THE SENTRY BOX 

World Coins 
Box 2413 

Manassas, VA 20108 

Chris Maniscalco 
(703) 791-6789 


PAPER MONEY 

ANA-52964 VNA-711 

Do you really want the BEST PRICE for your paper money ? 
Then don’t sell until you get my offer I I buy collections, 
estates and hoards. Dealers, I want to buy from you, too I 
Telephone or send a general list of what you have for sale. I’ll 
travel to you for lots that warrant. Buying since 1964. 

JAMES A. SPARKS, JR. 

P.O Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145 (704) 633-5177 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


MAY 15-17 BALTIMORE, MD 

Convention Center 

MARYLAND STATE 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC 

JUNE 19-21 MEMPHIS, TN 

-Cook Convention Center 

INTERNATIONAL PAPER 
MONEY SHOW 

JUL. 10-12 NEW CARROLLTON, MD 

-Bamada Hotel 

METRO WASHINGT6N 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC 

AUG. 5-9 PORTLAND, OR 

-Convention Center 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

AUG 20-23 DALTON, GA 

-NW Georgia Trade Ctr. 

BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

SEP, 17-20 STRASBURG, PA 

-Strasburo Inn. Rt. 896 

STRASBURG PAPER MONEY 
COLLECTORS SHOW 

SEP 24-27 Greensboro, NC 

NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

OCT. 2-4 ANNANDALE, VA 

- -.9333 Little River Tnplc. 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

OCT. 10-11 RICHMOND, VA RICHMOND COIN & PAPER MONEY SHOW 

-USA Mini Mall. 6031 Nine Mile Rd, 

OC1.24-25 SALEM, VA SALEM COIN CLUB 

- American Legion Bldo. 710 Apperson Rd. 


Imperial Coins 



(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 

■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established. .1970 


















MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOELP. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


CAVALIER COLLECTIBLES 

RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 
(757) 249-4387 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Min- 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 

We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 

Free Price List On Request. 

ANA 50230 / VNA 75 



Post Office Drawer 6127 Newport News, VA 23606 


757-596-3183 















VIRGINIA 


COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BOY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861 -6449 



212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE <804* 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 














PUBLIC AUCTIONS 



WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOST AUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG OF OUR NEXT SALE 

5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 

RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 


BUTTERNUT 

BUILDER & SELLER OF GREAT COIN COLLECTIONS 
(We Buy it All....discreatley) 

SPECIALIST IN EARLY AMERICAN COPPER COINS 

(Over 4,000 Large Cents in Stock) 


For Dealers: Simply the Best.. Table & Case Covers 

Table Covers .‘Nylon Cordura Fabric,Double-Interlocking Zippers 
Electric Blue or Money Green SI 10. (includes shipping) 
Case Covgre /Nvlon Cordura Fabric,Double-Interlocking Zippers 
Fits all Standard Cases. Black $43 (includes shipping) 




COLONEL STEVEN K. ELLSWORTH 
PO BOX 498 

CLIFTON, VIRGINIA 20124-0498 
(703) 802-0252: FAX (703) 802-0253 
e-mail: Buttemut@gslink.com. 










THE MONEY $TORE 


FOR SALE: Collection of Va obsolete bank, county, town notes & some pvt 
scrip. 69 notes in all. Send SASE to: 

Dgvid g, Scott. 10347 Walker Road. Culpeper. VA 2P701-835P _ 

FOR SALE: 1880-81 checks of Peoples National Bank, Rock Island, III. , blue 

paper w/ printed rev. stmp. & a great locomotive vignette. $4 each, ppd. 
Mark J. O’Hara. 136 D ewhurst St. Savanna. IL 61074 _ 

WANTED: “Spottswood” Civil War Medal,7th W.Va. Battalion, 1865, Horse¬ 

shoe on top inscr.’We Have Crossed the Mountains”,cloverleaf below, 
B/W/B ribbon. M.L.McDon ald. POB 808. Winchester VA PPfim _’ 

CONFEDERATE medals, badges, ribbons: UCV, SCV, etc.lllustrated bimonthly 

Newsletter. Subscription $15.00; free sample copy for #10 SASE 
_MBR Newsletter. P.O. Box 451 421. Atlanta. GA 31145 _ 

WANTED.Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for 

my personal collection. Please describe and price. 

Ned Lea. 8704 Kings Mill P lace. Raleioh. NC 27615 _ 

FOR SALE: 1997 VNA Convention wooden nickels; 50c ea. + SASE 

Y . NA p/o Qinnid Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave , Colonial Heights. VA 23834 

FOR SALE: 100 antique pewter ingots of U.S. Bicentennial History, cost 

$1QQQ; make offer. Lou Douc e t. Box 1555. Petersburg. VA 33flns _ 

RARE VA CIVIL WAR SCRIP FOR SALE. Very low grade, but several are “2- 

4 known”, one is unlisted; also VA colonials. 

David Co nSPlVQ. POB 153.Covesville. VA 22931: (8041 P93-4371 _ 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & 

receive a “FREE” currency price list. Happy Collecting! 

Barrv Ciociola. PO Box 71646. Durham. NC P77PP-1646 _ 

WANTED: Tokens from Maine, New Hampshire & Vermont; also collect 

tokens from Va., D.C. & Baltimore. Many available for trade. 

Jim Cooke. P.O,— Box 7104. Charlottesville. VA 23906-7104. 

WANTED; Paying $1000 for Dewey medal awarded for Manila Bay battle in 

1898. Must be named, with top bar, & in decent condition. 

Charle? Pfeiffer, 1401 Druid Rd.. Maitland , FL 32751. f4071 644-0085 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Qinnie Aldridge. 515 Pi nehurst Ave Colonial Heights. VA P3834 _ 

WANTED: Maryland merchant tokens. Price & describe in 1st letter. 
iLM. Boswell. P.O. Box 4 28. Gambrills. MD 21054-0428 _ 

WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. 
Daryl C, S pelling PQ Box 633 Vienna. VA 22183. (7031 938-7267 _ 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 
712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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COLLECTORS CHOICE 


BUY - SELL 

* COINS * STAMPS * JEWELRY* 
* BASEBALL CARDS * 

* GUNS * KNIVES * SWORDS * 

LINDA HULL & VINCE BULMAN 




5441 Virginia Beach Blvd. 

Suite 120-121 
Virginia Beach, VA 23462 

TEL. (757) 497-5950 * * FAX (757) 557-0540 

e Mail collcoin@visi.net 
Web Site http://www.coincollectables.com 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related items. 


— ~ We Welcome Consignments! — 

Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 
Autographs Diana Herzog 

Nuel Somosa 


Stocks & Bonds Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 


Currency & Coins Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
= & for a FREE Brochure = 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 



26 Broadway, Suite 271 
New York, NY 10004 


FAX 212-908-4047 


NY 212-943-1880 



































ADVERTISING RATES 

Size 1-Time 1-Year 

% Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

1/2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


As the weather is warming up, each of us should start making 
plans to attend the 40th annual VNA convention and show 2-4 October. 
This is one show that you do not want to miss. It promises to be the 
largest one we’ve held in the past ten years, and there will be 
something for everyone. Our new show site this year, just off the 
Washington, D.C. Beltway (1-495) at the Northern Virginia 
Community College, has allowed us to increase the number of dealers, 
and I want to thank all of the dealers who have registered to attend so 
far. Also, special thanks to ANA President Anthony Swiatek, who has 
volunteered to present an educational program. 

In this issue of The Virginia Numismatist you will find more 
information on the show. This year we have three hotels close to the 
convention site offering special show rates. I'm sure everyone will 
find one that suits their taste. Also in this issue you will find a ballot 
for positions on the VNA Board of Directors, and I urge each of you to 
vote. All of the candidates are highly qualified, and I want to thank each 
of them for running. It takes a lot of time and effort to keep VNA going, 
and your Board of Directors has done an outstanding job. 

Numismatics is a great hobby with something for everyone. Take 
the time to join a local coin club. You won't be disappointed. Clubs that 
belong to VNA are listed in this issue along with their meeting times 
and dates. When you go to a club meeting, take along a friend and share 
the excitement. 

I look forward to seeing you at the convention. I plan to spend all of 
my non-bourse shopping time at the registration table, so please come 
on up and introduce yourself. 

Have a great numismatic summer. 

Mike Capen 


HAVE YOU PAID YOUR ‘98 DUES? 


REGULAR MEMBERS.$8.00 

JUNIOR MEMBERS.$2.00 

CLUBS.$10.00 
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VNA’s 40th ANNUAL CONVENTION -1998 

The 1998 VNA Convention and Coin, Currency & Collectibles Show 
will be held Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 2-4, at the R.J. Ernst 
Community Cultural Center, Northern Virginia Community College, 
8333 Little River Turnpike (Rt. 236), Annandale, Va, Va. To get 
there from 1-95, take 1-495 (Washington, D.C. Beltway) west to exit 
6W, Little River Turnpike. The show site is on the left, about .5 mi. 
from the beltway (see map on p. 5). Signs will be posted to guide you. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 

Since this year’s show is not being held in a hotel, you can choose 
to stay at one of several nearby hotels: 

ECONO LODGE, 9700 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 22031. Rate is : 
$56.00 plus tax per night. Call (703) 273-1160 for reservation 

WELLESLEY INN, 10327 Lee Hway, Fairfax, VA 22030.Rate is: 
$69.00 plus tax per night. For reservations call (703) 359-2888 

HYATT FAIR LAKES 12777 Fair Lakes Circle, 1-66 Exit 55 West 
of Fairfax, and not shown on the map. Rate $99 plus tax per night. 
For reservations call (703) 818-1234. 

CONVENTION PROGRAM 

At magazine press time in June, scheduling and final arrangements 
for the Educational Programs, Rag Pickers Get Together and the 
Awards Breakfast had not been completed. These will be included in a 
separate program which will be distributed at the show. 

VNA BUSINESS MEETING 

The quarterly meeting of the VNA Board of Directors will be held 
during the convention. Time and location will be announced. Business 
will include certification of elections and plans for 1999. 

BOURSE 

The bourse will open to the public at 3 PM on Fri. & at 10 AM. on 
Sat. & Sun. Admission is free. The bourse will close at 3:00 PM on 
Sunday to give the dealers time to pack up and get on the road. 

No insurance will be carried on bourse materials, but full time 
guard service will be maintained for the duration of the show. 
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SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFER FOR VNA MEMBERS 


If you are a VNA member, and would like to set up as a dealer on 
Sunday, Oct. 4, you can get a table with two cases and a light for just 
$39.00. The number of available tables is limited, and they will be 
assigned on a first come first served basis. To obtain information or 
an application, contact the Bourse Czar, 

Col. Steven Ellsworth 
P.O. Box 498, Clifton, VA 20124 
Phone (703) 802-0252 Fax (703) 802-0253 

(704) email: Butternut@gslink.com 

EXHIBITS 

Share your interests with others by mounting an exhibit. 

Contact Exhibit Chairman, Henry E. Hawkins, Rt. 11, Box 190, 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801; phone (703) 433-2223 to obtain entry 
forms and reserve space for your exhibit. If you have display cases, 
please bring them with you. VNA does, however, have a limited 
number of cases which will be assigned on a first come first served 
basis. If you will need some of VNA’s cases, let Henry know promptly. 

No insurance will be carried on exhibits, but full time guard 
service will be maintained for the duration of the show. 

MEMBERSHIP & DUES 

Membership applications will be available at the registration 
desk. The $8 dues paid by new members joining at the convention 
cover membership through the end of 1999, so do make it a point to 
enlist one or more new members. Also, you can pay your 1999 dues of 
$8.00 at the registration desk, and save VNA the trouble and expense 
of sending you a bill next January. 

COME AND HAVE FUN 

this year’s show will be the biggest we've held for quite a while, 
so don’t miss it. It’s an opportunity to look over the stocks of 
numerous dealers you’ve never met before. Meet with old friends, and 
make some new ones. Bring your family. While you’re enjoying the 
show, they can find plenty of interesting and entertaining things to do, 
for the area offers great shopping, memorable restaurants, and 
cultural attractions and historic sites are numerous. There’s 
something here to please everyone, so come and join in the fun. 
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1998 VNA CONVENTION AND COIN SHOW 


As of 8 June, the following dealers had signed up for VNA’s ‘98 Show. 
You’ll note that 30 of them are from out of state. 


A.E. Johnbrier Coins, Bowie, MD 

Alan Blair Stamps & Auctions,Richmond,VA 

Angel Dee’s Coins, Woodbridge, VA 

B & H Coins, Jamison, PA 

Banknotes of the World, Vienna, VA 

Bill Smith Coins, Clover, VA 

Butternut, Clifton, VA 

Carat-Coin-Collectibles, N. Olmsted, OH 

Catawba Valley Coins, Charlotte, NC 

Claire’s Corner, Rockville, MD 

Coins & Collectibles, Seaford, NY 

Coins of the Realm, Rockville, MD 

Cotten’s Coins & Currency, Cary, NC 

David Amey / Stuart Jones, Woodstock, MD 

David Gotkin World Coins, Springfield, VA 

Don Baily Numismatic, Homer, Ml 

Don Frederick, Annandale, VA 

Donald Apte, Inc., Vienna, VA 

Douglas F. Bird, Inc., Hermosa Beach,CA 

E & G Coins, Lawrenceburg, TN 

Fasano Bros. Rare Coins, Manahawkin, NJ 

First Ciity Currency, St. Augustine, FL 

Frank Hannah, Hampton, VA 


Al Johnbrier 
Alan Blair 
Andrew Skrabalak 
Frank Burns 
Daryl Spelbring 
William Smith 
Col.Steve Ellsworth 
Valmore J. Holmes 
Chesley Dellinger 
Claire Wall 
Ira Meltzer 
Peter Boyer 
Larry Cotten 

David R. Gotkin 
Don Bailey 
Don Frederick 
Don Apte 
Doug Bird 
Earl Ranta 
Larry Fasano 
Robert Azpaizo 


George 0 Eggimann’s Rare Coins, Diamond Springs, CA 
Guy Clark, Norfolk, VA 

Len Harsel, World Paper Money, Springfield, VA 


Imperial Coins, Richmond, VA 
JJ. Van Grover, Bayside, NY 
Ken Earles, Ashland, VA 
Liberty Coins, Richmond, VA 
Liberty Rare Coins, Inc, Plano, TX 
Lilac City Tokens, Rochester, NY 
LSCOA/Olde SouthMercantil, Durham, NC 
Marsh & Schull, Washington, D.C, 
Mercury Numismatics, Merrifield, VA 
Minerva Coins, Manhurst, NY 
Nilus Coins, Austin, TX 
Numismatic Financial Corp.,Maitland, FL 
Old Virginia Coin Co., Yorktown, VA 


Jerry Schmidt 

Kenneth A. Earles 
Ron Mirr 
David Pike 
Gary Glise 
Barry Ciociola 
Larry Marsh 
Joel Cherry 
Anthony Swiatek 
Bill Kalmbach 
Tim Carrol 
R.Thayer Sheets 
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1998 DEALERS LIST( 

Premier Precious Metals, Santa Fe, NM 
Rahway Coins, Spotsylvania, VA 
Ray Burns, Ltd., Cleveland , OH 
Robert Weikle Company, Hidenwood, Va 
Robin Borum Coin Sales, Woodbridge, VA 
Scotsman Coins, St. Louis, MO 
Shaker Coin & Stamp, Beachwood, OH 
The Sentry Box, Manassas, VA 
Tom’s Coins & Currency, Annandale, VA 
Triangle Gold ‘N Cards, Durham, NC 
Wake Forest Coins, Wake Forest, NC 
Weiss Collectable Sales, Hopatcong, NJ 


continued) 

Greg Hoffman 
George Shupp 
Ray Burns 
Robert Weikle 
Robin Borum 
Jerry L. Morgan 
James Irwin 
Chris Maniscalco 
Thomas Moore 
Alan Flowers 
George Rogers 
Lorraine Weiss 


Southwest Airlines is offering a 10% discount on most 
of its already low fares for travel to and from the 40th 
Annual Virginia Numismatic Association Convention. 
Call (or have your professional travel agent call) the 
Southwest Airlines Group and Meeting Desk at 
1-800-433-5368,Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

and Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. by no later than 
September 24, 1998 and refer to identifier code K1708 
to take advantage of this offer. Call right away as fares 
are subject to terms and 

SOUTHWEST AIRLINES 

MEETINGS 

A SYMBOL OF FRK EDOM' 

1-800-433-5368 
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VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

40 th annual coin, stamp & 
COLLECTIBLE SHOW & CONVENTION 

October 2-3-4, 1998 

Northern Virginia Community College 
R.J. Ernst Community Cultural Center 
8333 Little River Turnpike(Capitai Beltway Exit#6West) 
Annandale, Virginia 

Table Fees: 8ft.w/2 cases 1 light =$195, L.w/4 cases 2 lights = $285 
2x8ft.w/4 cases 2 lights = $310. 

Dealer Setup: Friday, Noon- 3pm. Public hours are Friday 3pm- 
7pm.Sat.10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-3pm. Dealers and assistants 
must be a member of VNA. Table location assignments will be 
made by the Bourse Czar for all dealers whose paid in full bourse 
fees are received by July 31 st .based on the following point system 
and the date the bourse fees are received: 

1. Previous VNA Shows, one point for each consecutive 
year.(Max.3Points.) 

2 The Virginia Numismatist Advertising, one point for each $20 spent 
during previous 12 months. (Max.3Points.) 

3. The Virginia Numismatist Articles, one point for each submitted 
during previous 12 months. (Max.2Points.) 

4. Life Membership, one point. 

5 f ?? cruiting New Members , one point for each new member recruited 
(Max.3Points.) 

SUNDAY ONLY TABLES FOR VNA 
MEMBERS: $39 EACH I! 

Sell your own unwanted and duplicate collections! (Tables limited 
to availability, on a first come basis. Includes 2 cases & light., 
Sunday morning, 8am-9am table assignments). 

Mail for an Application: 

Colonel Steven Ellsworth, Bourse Czar, VNA 
PO Box 498 Clifton, Virginia 20124 

(703) 802-0252 phone (703) 802-0253 fax 

(704) email: Butternut@gslink.com 


8 




VNA THANKS THE FOLLOWING PATRONS 


FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
OF THE 1998 CONVENTION 


Ginnie Aldridge 
David Amey 

Dave & Theresa Armstrong 

Doug Bird 

Alan Blair 

Parry Bragg 

Mike Capen 

Tim Carroll 

Joel Cherry 

Neil A. Chiappa 

Mary Grace Coalter 

Elizabeth Coalter 

Bob Custer 

Guy DeWolf 

Awesome Ellsworth 

Gail Ellsworth 

Jake Ellsworth 

Jasmine Ellsworth 

Steve Ellsworth 

Larry Fasano 

Alan Flowers 

Barbara Hannah 

Billy Hannah 

Forest Hannah 

Frank Hannah 

Marge Hannah 

Len Harsel 

Al. Johnbrier 


Gail Kraljevich 
Keith & Ellen Littlefield 
Katie Littlefield 
Sam Littlefield 
Ron Mirr 
Mark J. O’Hara 
Dave & Ginger Pike 
William B. Power 
Weezie Quimby 
Jim & Elsie Ruehrmund 
Jessica E. Ruehrmund 
Shauna R. Ruehrmund 
Sophie S. Ruehrmund 
Stevie S. Ruehrmund 
Merv Reynolds 
George & Wilma Sandy 
Jerry & Ruthie Schmidt 
David S. Scott 
Jane N. Scott 
Rachel Ann Scott 
Andy & Alynne Skrabalak 
Guy R. Swanson 
Claire & Gene Wall 
Christopher D. Washburn 
Susan S. Washburn 
David W. Washburn 
Bob Young 
James Irwin 
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VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

The following persons, who have applied for membership in the 
Virginia Numismatic Association, will become members 20 days from 
the mailing of this notice, unless objections are received, in which 
case the matter will be acted upon by the Board of Directors 

W'cant ' SDonsor 

Robert Azpaizo, St. Augustine, Florida.Steven EHsw^th 

P°" ® a, ' e y- Ho ™ er - Michigan.Steven Ellsworth 

Lois R Bailey Homer, Michigan.Steven Ellsworth 

Frank Burns, Jamison, Pennsylvania.Steven Ellsworth 

Brian Davis, Hampton, Virginia. p arry Braaa 

Guy DeWolf Williamsburg, Virginia.j im Ruehrmund 

William W. Hoitt, Montpelier, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

ifSfwTj" 1, Bea A chwood - 0hio .Steven Ellsworth 

Jean W. Moore, Annandale, Virginia. Tom Moore 

Joey Piner, West Point, Virginia. Mike CaDen 

Aar d nn R R aPPaP °w B |? aC c hW00d ’ ° hi °. JameS ^ win 

Aaron Rogers, Wake Forest, North Carolina.Steven Ellsworth 

George Rogers, Wake Forest, North Carolina.Steven Ellsworth 

Rncctn c*' 5 U99i £; J -’ Fairfax - Va -( Jr - Member).Steven Ellsworth 

Karen M. Warner, Rochester, New York.Steven Ellsworth 

CONDOLENCES TO REED WALTON 

The Virginia Numismatic Association and all of his many friends 

an,t ® !a, ® t xpre ! a ', n9 most sincere sympathy to VNA Charter Member 
Reed Walton of Hampton, Va. on the loss of his mother, Mrs. Nannie B. 
Walton, who died in Hampton on March 5, 1998 at the age of 91. 

GRACE ST. STAMP & CARD SHOP REOPENS 

Guy DeWolf has announced the grand re-opening on Tuesday, 18 
August of his GRACE STREET STAMP & CARD SHOP at 212 E Grace St 
in Richmond, in the Modern Coin Building. The shop will be open on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:15 AM to 4:00 PM offering an 
extensive stock of U.S. & foreign stamps and covers up to 1950, and a 
wide selection of vintage sports cards up to 1948. 

MODERN COIN, INC REMAINS IN BUSINESS 

Modern Coin, Inc., at 212 East Grace St. in Richmond, founded by 
the late Bill Wilkerson, remains very much in business. The shop is 
open Monday - Friday from 10:15 AM to 4 PM. Pay them a visit. 
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AN EARLY AMERICAN SUCCESS STORY 
THE SAGA OF SIR WILLIAM PHIPPS 

by Jim Ruehrmund 

American history abounds in rags to riches 
success stories, but none as early, and few as 
amazing as the story of William Phipps of 
Massachusetts. I’ve chosen to relate it here 
because it also has several features that will be 
of interest to numismatists. .. 

Phipps was born in 1651 in the primitive 
little settlement of Woolwich on the Kennebec 
River in what is today the State of Maine, but at 
that time part of the Colony of Massaachussets. 
One of twenty six-children of the same mother, 
he was raised in dire poverty after the death of 
his father. He received no schooling, and up to 
the age of eighteen his only occupation was sheep herding. 

At age eighteen he went to Boston, went to work as a ship 
carpenter, and also learned to read and write. Phipps was an 
exceptionally large, well-set-up young man with a very persuasive 
tongue, and he soon married. His bride was a lady some years older 
than he, the widow of a Boston merchant who possessed a fair estate^ 
This was his first step toward the realization of his ambition to own £ 
“fair brick house in the green lane in north Boston”. 

Phipps made a number of trading voyages to the West Indies, and it 
was probably there that he first heard of the wreck of a Spanish 
treasure galleon that had gone down in 1641 off the north coast of the 
Island of Hispaniola. He resolved to find it and recover the treasure. 

The ship he hoped to find was the Nuestra Senora de la pura^ y 
limpia Concepcion, generally known simply as the Concepcion, 
flagship of the Spanish treasure fleet of 1641. She was carrying some 
600 passengers and crew, and over 100 tons of silver in bars and 
coin when she struck an offshore reef and sank. The location, known 
today as Silver Bank, is about twenty miles offshore and a bit to the 
east of Puerto Plata in today's Dominican Republic. Only about half ot 
the people on board survived, and the treasure was a total loss. 

Phipps tried to arouse interest in Boston in an expedition to find 
and recover the treasure, but found no takers. People in Boston with 
money were unwilling to take risks. They also considered Phipps an 
upstart, so, in 1684 he went to England, where he managed to obtain 
an interview with King Charles II. As previously mentioned, Phipps 
was a very persuasive fellow, and King Charles, found his proposition 


a 
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interesting. All Phipps asked was the loan of one of the king’s ships, 
for which he, Phipps, would provide the crew. In return, the king was 
to receive 35% of any treasure recovered. Charles, an inverterate 
gambler, seeing that a small outlay might net him a very large 
return, had a small ship, the Rose of Algeree, made ready for sea and 
handed over to Phipps. The cruise was a disaster from the start, due 
chiefly to the gang of riffraff that Phipps had engaged as his crew. He 
had to deal with two mutinies, quelling one single handed with his bare 
fists. Worst of all, they did not succeed in finding the wreck. 

When the expedition returned to England empty handed in the 
summer of 1685, Phipps learned that his patron, King Charles, had 
died, and been suceeded by his brother, James II. King James was not 
interested in sponsoring another treasure hunt, and Phipps, not in the 
least discouraged, set about finding other backers. 

He soon found one in the Duke of Albemarle, who put up L800, and 
persuaded five of his wealthy friends to put up L400 each. Two ships, 
the Henry and the James and Mary were hired, and this time Phipps 
was careful to sign on a reliable crew. The expedition departed for the 
West Indies in September, 1686, and through incredible good luck, 
located the wreck of the Concepcion in January, 1687. 

The ships anchored at a safe distance from the reef, and the salvage 
work was carried on from small boats anchored over the wreck, with 
the underwater work done by native divers who could stay down for 
only as long as they could hold their breath. The wreck itself had 
almost completely rotted away, and the site was covered with coral 
which had to be cleared away to get at the treasure. Once this was done 
the divers began to find silver bars and masses of coins corroded 
together. They attached lines to them, and the boat crews hauled them 
in. The daily take often amounted to more than a ton of silver. 

By early May the the quantity of silver coming in had dwindled to a 
trickle, and with provisions running low, Phipps set sail for England, 
where his arrival created a sensation. When the treasure was 
officially weighed it was found to amount to 68,511 troy pounds, or 
about 28 tons avoirdupois; its value was reckoned at 1205,536, an 
enormous sum in those days, and no mean sum today. King James 
claimed his royal tenth, worth 120,553, but the big winner was the 
Duke of Albemarle, who got 143,534. Phipps received 111,043, and 
18,000 was set aside by the investors to be divided among the officers 
and crews of the ships. King James invited Phipps in to give an 
account of his adventures, and afterwards knighted him, making 
Phipps one of the very few Americans to receive that honor during the 
entire colonial period from 1607 to 1776. 

The first numismatic souvenir of the Phipps expedition is the medal 
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illustrated below. It was commissioned by the investors, and struck in 
gold and silver. Sir William Phipps received a gold one, and silver 
ones were given to the officers of his ships. The obverse carries 
cojoined portraits of King James II and Queen Mary, and the reverse 
depicts a ship in the distance and a small boat in the foreground 
workina over a wreck. 



The medal is of considerable rarity, and few of us will ever see 
one, let alone own one, but there are other numismatic souvenirs of 
the episode that are more available. Most, if not all, of the silver must 
have been sent to the Royal Mint, so it is very likely that silver coins 
of James II dated 1687 were made from the Phipps treasure, and 
almost certain that ones dated 1688 were. James was deposed in 1688 
and replaced by William and Mary, whose early coinage also must 
contain some of the treasure silver. 

As a further reward, Phipps was appointed Provost Marshal of 
New England, a post for which he was utterly unqualified due to his 
ignorance of the law. 

In 1689, with England and France once more at war, French 
privateers based at Port Royal in Acadia, today’s Nova Scotia, began to 
take a heavy toll of New England shipping. The New Englanders 
resolved to capture the place, outfitted an expedition of 500 militia in 
seven ships, and appointed Phipps to command. 

Phipps reached Port Royal in May, 1690, landed his army, and 
sent a demand for surrender. The French, Governor, with only 70 
soldiers to his name, promptly complied, and Phipps had won a 
military reputation without firing a shot. 

Phipps and his men returned in triumph to Boston to find an even 
larger expedition in preparation, this time against the French 
stronghold of Quebec. The Massachusetts treasury was empty, but it 
was expected that the plunder to be gathered in Quebec would more 
than cover the cost of the operation. They collected a fleet of 36 ships, 
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raised an army of 2,200 men, and again appointed Phipps to command. 

The expedition reached Quebec in October, but things did not go as 
planned. The French commander, Count Frontenac, a hard-bitten old 
soldier, not only refused to surrender, he put up a spirited defense. 
Had the New Englanders attacked promptly, they might have stood 
some small chance of success, but they did not, and the arrival of 
French reinforcements, exhaustion of their scanty ammunition supply 
and an outbreak of smallpox among the troops left them no alternative 
but retreat. The expedition returned to Boston less many men and a 
number of ships, and without any plunder. 

Those who made it back with whole skins could consider 
themselves lucky, but they still clamored for their pay. Having no 
money to pay them, the authorities hit upon the novel scheme of 
issuing printed bills of credit, the first issue of paper currency by a 
government in the western world. Printed from engraved copper 
plates, they came in four denominations, 5, 10 and 20 shillings and 5 
pounds, and are exceedingly rare today. At first, the public viewed the 
new currency with distrust, and it quickly depreciated by 30%. Its 
value was restored by an announcement that the notes would carry a 
5% premium when tendered in payment of taxes. 

In 1691 Phipps went to England to negotiate for the restoration of 
the colony’s charter. He was not only successful in obtaining a 
charter, he was also appointed the first royal governor. Although Sir 
William was a brave and honest man, his lack of education, his hot 
temper and headstrong nature made him totally unfit to govern. 
During his rise to power he had made more than enough enemies, and 
as governor he proceeded to make a great many new ones. By 1694, so 
many complaints of his high-handed conduct had reached England that 
he was ordered to come to London to answer the charges. 

Sir William, confident that he could talk his way out of his 
difficulties, requested an early hearing, but before it could be held, he 
was taken ill of a malignant fever and died at the age of 44. 

Of the lessons to be learned from the career of Sir William 
Phipps, two stand out: (1) Perseverance can pay great dividends, and 
(2) as you climb the ladder of success, be careful to avoid treading on 
other people’s fingers. 

SOURCES. 

Betts, C.W., American Colonial History Illustrated by Medals, 1896 
Earle, Peter, The Treasure of the Concepcion, Viking Press, N.Y. 1979 
Leckie, Robert, The Wars of America, Harper Collins, NY, 1992 
National Cyclopaedia of American Biography J. White & Co.,NY, 1896 
Newman, Eric P. The Early Paper Money of America, Krause 
Publications, lola, Wl, 1990 


14 








Massachusetts Note of 5 Shillings 
December 10,1690 

Printed from a copper plate thought to have been engraved by John 
Coney (1655-1722), a Boston silversmith. The number of notes of 
this denomination issued was 1,038. The indian in the colony seal has 
a dialogue balloon above his head which has him saying, “come over & 
help us”. 
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North Carolina 
Numismatic Association 



Friday 10-6 
Saturday 10-6 
Sunday 10-5 


39th Annual 

Convention 

and 

Coin Show 

September 25-27 

Free Admission 
Free Parking 


Bourse • Exhibits • Educational Program 
Village Green • 310 W. Meadowview 



Greensboro 
North Carolina 


Directions: From 1-40 

and 1-85 east , take exit 
125, S. Elm-Eugene 
Street, go north, turn left 
onto Meadowview. If 
coming from west, take 
exit 124, Randleman 
Road, go north, turn right 
onto Meadowview. 


C.Y. Dellinger, Jr., Bourse Chair 
PO Box 25156 
Charlotte, NC 28229 


Information: 
(919) 828-9450 
Halbert_Carmichael@ncsu.edu 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS, 1998 

********************** 

The slate of candidates below was reported by the Nominating 
Committee for offices whose terms expire in September, 1998. Ail of 
the candidates are members in good standing, and have agreed to serve. 

ALL MEMBERS ARE URGED TO SUPPORT VNA 
BY EXERCISING THEIR RIGHT TO VOTE. 

Please cut out the ballot and mail it to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, Sec.-Treas. 

712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 


1998 OFFICIAL BALLOT 

For the term 1998-2000 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

OFFICERS 

Secretary-Treasurer, Jim Ruehrmund, Richmond, Va. □ 
DIRECTORS (vote for fourl 

Henry E. Hawkins, Harrisonburg Va. TH 

Robert M. New, Roanoke Rapids, N.C., IJ 

David S. Scott, Culpeper, Va. □ 

Andrew Skrabalak, Woodbridge, Va. □ 

Daryl C. Spelbring, Vienna, Va. D 
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VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 


Edited by Richard H. Jones & Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

500 Page catalog lists all known Va. notes from 1770 to 1880 
except Colonial & National Bank Notes; 2000 illustrations 
Hardbound @ $55.00;Unbound @ $49.00(incl tax & shipping) 

Send orders and requests for information to: 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 


VIRGINIA TOKENS 


BY DAVID E. SCHENKMAN 

PUBLISHED BY THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Lists over 2500 tokens dating from the 1830s to the 1950s from 
over 400 Va. towns and cities, with hundreds of illustrations 

Hard bound, 238 pages, price $35.00 postpaid 
A 40% discount is given on orders for three or more books 

Send orders and requests for information to: 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 
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Compliments of the 


RICHMOND COIN CLUB 

ESTABLISHED 1940 


The Richmond Coin Club meets on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 P.M. at the 
First Union Bank Building, 7 North Eighth Street, 
Richmond, Va. 


Visitors are always welcome 




From 

GEORGE and UJILMR SRNDV 

Milpitas, California 
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N & W SALVAGE, INC. 

Salvage & Surplus Merchandise Bought & Sold 

NEIL A. CHIAPPA, PRESIDENT 

Always a keen buyer of 
Rare C.S.A. Currency & Fiscal Paper 
and Richmond Scrip Notes 

319 W. Williamsburg Rd, Sandston, VA 23150 
804-737-0279 FAX 804 737-0348 
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Regular $8.00 / year Junior $2.00 / year Club $10/ year 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Make checks payable to VNA and mail to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220 

Name_____ 

Address_____ 

City___State_Zip--— 

Collecting Specialty^-.- 

Sponsored by_VNA No- 

Applicant’s Signature-.--- 

Date Received_Date Approved-.— 

No. Assigned_Dues Received- 


ARE YOU A VNA MEMBER ? 

IF NOT, USE THIS APPLICATION FORM AND JOIN 
AT THE CONVENTION 

THE $8 DUES OF NEW MEMBERS WHO JOIN 
AT THE CONVENTION PAYS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
TO THE END OF 1999 

THE COST OF A LIFE MEMBERSHIP IS $100 
YOU CAN APPLY AFTER 1 YEAR'S REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT 
THE SECRETARY 

IF YOU ARE ALREADY A MEMBER, USE THIS FORM 
OTSIGN UP A FRIEND 
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MutetPM* 1 , 

fl I Art of Printing 


The Creative 


FOR ALL 
YOUR 

PRINTING NEEDS 


• 911 "G" STREET 

• HAMPTON, VIRGINIA 23661 

• (804) 244-6800 

• FAX: (804) 247-9431 

• 1-800-292-2091 







GRESHAM’S LAW AGAIN 

by the Editor 

At the risk of being thought tiresome, I’m going to present a few 
more thoughts on Gresham’s Law, and its influence on coins and coin 
collecting today. Just why it was named for Sir Thomas Gresham 
(1519-1579), the Elizabethan financier, is a mystery, for he didn’t 
formulate it, and it isn’t really a law, but an economic principle. 

Briefly, the principle is that when two kinds of coin of the same 
denomination, but of unequal intrinsic value, are in circulation at the 
same time, the more valuable kind will be hoarded, while the less 
valuable kind will circulate. In other words, bad money drives good 
money out of circulation. A prime example of its operation occurred in 
1965 when the clad coins appeared. Within a few months the earlier 
coins of .900 fine silver had disappeared from circulation, causing an 
acute coin shortage (blamed at the time on collectors). 

Apparently the government took the lesson of 1965 to heart in 
1982, when it decided to debase the one cent piece. The reason given 
was that the rising price of copper made it unprofitable to coin cents 
of bronze (95% copper - 5% zinc), and so a switch to a zinc cent 
with a thin copper plating was ordered. Gresham’s Law, heeded this 
time, played a part in the decision. The copper plated zinc cents look 
just like the old bronze ones, and most people are unaware that the 
change was ever made. The new coins, however, carry in their 
composition the seeds of their own destruction. With the slightest 
break in the copper plating, and exposure to moisture, an electrolytic 
action occurs, which rapidly corrodes the zinc. Actually, cents of pure 
zinc, even though they would be nasty looking, would wear and last 
better than the copper plated ones, but the introduction of zinc cents 
would have caused massive hoarding of the bronze ones. 

Some, who know the difference, have already started hoarding 
pre-1982 cents, but it’s hardly worth the trouble; it takes 154 
bronze cents to equal a pound of copper, which sells for $.80. The 
cents that have disappeared from circulation due to hoarding are the 
pre-1959 “wheaties”. This suggests a modern corolary to Gresham’s 
Law: when two kinds of coin of the same denomination and the same 
intrinsic value, but of different designs are in circulation at the same 
time, coins of the design thought by the public to be worth a premium 
will be hoarded. Up to now, this has generally meant older coins, 
which accounts for the Treasury’s reluctance to change the coin 
designs, but it also occurs with new designs, like the 1976 
bicentennial issue, and will occur again with the new state 
commemorative quarters. This kind of hoarding will ensure that nice 
circulated specimens of the coins hoarded will never be rare. 
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A classic example of this happened in 1883 when the Liberty Head 
nickel was introduced. Its reverse had only a Roman number “V” for 
5, but was without the word “cents”. Before long, cases of fraud were 
reported in which the new nickels had been gold plated and fobbed off 
on ignorant store clerks as $5 gold pieces. Today's numismatists may 
wonder how anyone could get away with this; although the nickel and 
the quarter eagle have almost the same diameter, the gold piece is 
markedly heavier. The answer is that store clerks then were almost as 
ignorant of gold coins as today’s store clerks are. Gresham’s Law saw 
to it that people who had gold hoarded it, and spent paper currency. 

The problem was considered sufficiently serious to warrant a 
design change, and production was halted after 5.5 million of the 
centless nickels had been struck, making it a one year type. When the 
new nickel with “cents" on its reverse appeared, the centless coins 
were widely hoarded in the belief that they would be valuable some 
day, but no one thought to hoard any of the 16 million “with cents” 
ones. The result was that an 1883 “no cents” nickel in VF can be had 
today for $5.50, while the “with cents” variety in VF goes for $20. 

Some claim that the designs of our current coins are banal and 
outdated. I don’t agree, for I see them as links with the past. But 
whether you like the designs or not, Gresham’s Law will play a big 
part in the government’s continued reluctance to change them. 

A Most Sincere and Hearty Welcome to all who attend VNA’s 
Thirty Ninth Annual Convention 
from 

Ginnie Aldridge 

Past President 

Virginia Numismatic Association 


BEST WISHES TO VNA 

FROM 

JIM and ELSIE RUEHRMUND 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
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THE 

COIN 

EXCHANGE 

OF 

VIRGINIA 



COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BUY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 


BILL WILKERSON 

PRESIDENT 

MODERN COIN INC. 

21*2 15. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 
PHONE (804> 643-0905 - HOURS 10:15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 
















MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOEL P. CHERRY 
Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield. VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


GAVALOEIR COLLECTIBLES 

RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 
( 757 ) 249-4387 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 

We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 

Free Price List On Request 
ANA 50230 / VNA 75 


Post Office Drawer 6127 ^ Newport News, VA 23606 

757-596-3183 
















Andy Skrabalak Alynne Skrabalak 

ANGEL DEE’S 

COINS AND COLLECTIBLES 
P.O. Box 5234, Woodbridge, Virginia 22194 
Phone / Fax 703/491-0336 

NGC Authorized Member / Dealer 
Members: ANA, MSNA, NACA and VNA 


THE SENTRY BOX 

World Coins 
Box 2413 

Manassas, VA 20108 

Chris Maniscalco 
(703) 791-6789 


PAPER MONEY 

ANA-52964 VNA-711 

Do you really want the BEST PRICE for your paper money ? 
Then don't sell until you get my offer I I buy collections, 
estates and hoards. Dealers, I want to buy from you, too I 
Telephone or send a general list of what you have for sale. I’ll 
travel to you for lots that warrant. Buying since 1964. 

JAMES A. SPARKS, JR. 

P.O Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145 (704) 633-5177 


WILLIAMSBURG COIN & STAMP 

* Coins * Supplies * Baseball Cards * 

* Medals & Decorations * Stamps * Etc.* 

321A Penniman Rd., Williamsburg, VA 
Telephone (757) 229-5544 

OPEN MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS .FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in the 
Hammond Jr. High School cafeteria, 4646 Seminary Rd. in Alexandria. For 
info contact Alynne Skrabalak, P.O. Box 5234, Woodbridge, VA 22194. 


THE BLUE RIDGE & MONTICELLO COIN CLUBS 
WILL HOLD THEIR FIRST JOINT COIN SHOW 
10 am - 5 pm, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5,1998 IN 
THE RIVANNA ROOM AT THE ANTIQUES MALL 
2335 SEMINOLE TRAIL (Rt.29 N), CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA. 
SHOW CHAIRMAN: DOUG SEAL 
P.O. BOX 598, CROZET. VA 22932 
PH (804) 823-8096 


PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Volunteer Fire Dept., Collinsville, Va. For information write to Piedmont 
Coin Club, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. 


RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd 
Tuesdays in Meeting Room 2 of the Central Rappahannock Regional Library, 
Caroline St., Fredericksburg, Va. For information contact Harry Frank, 
5923 Cascade Dr. Fredericksburg, VA 22407. 


RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the First 
Union Bank Bldg., 7 N. 8th St., Richmond, Va. For information contact Jim 
Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Roanoke 
Main Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va.. For information contact 
Emmett Yonce, 2040 Roanoke Rd, Daleville, VA 24083. 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays 
at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., Fishersville, Va. 
• Oi in.o contact Linvvccd Wilkes, RR G, Box 570 A, Staunton, VA 24401 


TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 
4809 Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. For 
information contact Malcolm Gutterman, P.O. Box 1145 Norfolk, VA 23501. 
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VNA CLUBS, CONTINUED 


VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Mondays (except May) 
at 7:30 pm at Sammy & Nick's Steak House, 2718 W. Mercury Blvd. in 
Hampton. In May they held their annual banquet and installed the following 
new officers: Pres. Thomas Scull, Vice Pres. Col. Alfred Hoshor, Sec- 
Treas. Dr. James Harmon, Sgt. at Arms Andy Smith, and Governors John 
Gearhart, James Ross, Dr. Thomas Sale and Mervyn Reynolds. For 
information write to: VPCC, P.O. Box 4324, Newport News, VA 23604. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets, on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Mass. Ave., N.W., Wash., D.C. 
For information write to: WNS, 6167 Cobbs Rd. Alexandria, VA 22310. 

The Society does not meet in July and August 


PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
ALAN BLAIR 


WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOST AUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG OF OUR NEXT SALE 

5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 

RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 

VISIT OUR TABLE AT THE 1998 VNA SHOW 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


JUL. 10-12 NEW CARROLLTON, MD 

—-Ramada Hotel 

METRO WASHINGTON 

NUMISMATIC AQQnr 

JUL.18-19 ROANOKE, VA 

- Civic Ctr. 710 Williamson Rd 

COLLECTOR’S SHOWCASE 

OF AMFRICA 

AUG. 5-9 PORTLAND, OR 

-Convention Center 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 

AUG.15-1 6 BURLINGTON, NC 
- Ramada Inn. 1-85. exit 143 

HEART OF CAROLINA 
COIN STAMP & MONFV QMOtA/ 

AUG 20-23 DALTON, GA 
-NW Geornia Trade Ctr 

BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

SEP. 17-20 STRASBURG, PA 

-Strasburg ln n , Rt. 89fi 

STRASBURG PAPER MONEY 
COI 1 FCTORS SMOtA/ 

SEP 25-27 Greensboro, NC 

NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

OCT. 2-4 ANNANDALE, VA 

- - §333 Little River Tnpk. 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 

OCT. 10-11 RICHMOND, VA RICHMOND COIN & PAPER MONEY SHOW 
-USA Mini Mall. 6031 Nine Mile Rd 

OCT.24-25 SALEM, VA SALEM COIN CLUB 

- American 1 eoion Bldg 710 Annerenn Rrl 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 


U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 

■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 



MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established. .1970 
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Compliments of 


MIKE CRPEN 


BLACKSBURG, VIRGINIA 


31 









hotzl 
n\ ta'M 


£> 

infiVtiS 


m 


THE MONEY $TORE 


FOR SALE: Collection of Va obsolete bank, county, town notes & some pvt 
scrip. 69 notes in all. Send SASE to: 

David S. Scott. 10347 Walker Road. Culpeper. VA 2P701 - 635 ? _ 

FOR SALE: 1880-81 checks of Peoples National Bank, Rock Island, III. , blue 

paper w/ printed rev. stmp. & a great locomotive vignette. $4 each, ppd. 
Mark J, O’Hara. 136 Dewhurst St. Savanna. II 61074 _ 

WANTED: “Spottswood" Civil War Medal,7th W.Va. Battalion, 1865, Horse¬ 

shoe on top inscr,”We Have Crossed the Mountains”,cloverleaf below, 
R/W/B ribbon, M.L.McD onald. POB 808. Winchester. VA PPfini _ 

CONFEDERATE medals, badges, ribbons: UCV, SCV, etc.lllustrated bimonthly 

Newsletter. Subscription $15.00; free sample copy for #10 SASE 
-MBR Newsletter. P.O. Box 451421. Atlanta. GA 31145 _ 

• WANTED:Contemporary (to tha Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for 

my personal collection. Please describe and price. 

Lied Lea, 8704 Kings Mill Place. Raleiah. NC 27615 _ 

FOR SALE: 1997 VNA Convention wooden nickels; 50c ea. + SASE 

YNA c/o Ginnie Aldridge. 515 P inehurst Ave, Colonial Heights. VA 23834 

FOR SALE: 100 antique pewter ingots of U.S. Bicentennial History, cost 

jJOOO: make offer. Lou Doucet. Box 1555. Petersburg. VA spans _ 

RARE VA CIVIL WAR SCRIP FOR SALE. Very low grade, but several are “2- 

4 known”, one is unlisted; also VA colonials. 

David Consolvo. POB 153.Covesville. VA 22981- (8041 293- 


-4371 


DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & 

receive a “FREE” currency price list. Happy Collecting! 

Barry Ciociola, PO Box 71646. Durham. NC P77PP-164R _ 

WANTED: Tokens from Maine, New Hampshire & Vermont; also collect 

tokens from Va., D.C. & Baltimore. Many available for trade. 

Jim Cooke, P.O, —Bo* 7194, _ Charlottesville. VA 23906-7104. 

WANTED; Paying $1000 for Dewey medal awarded for Manila Bay battle in 

1898. Must be named, with top bar, & in decent condition. 

Charles Pfeiffer. 14 01 Druid Rd,, Maitland. FL 32751, (4071 644-0085 

WANTED: Wooden nickels with buffalo facing right. Describe and price. 

Qjnnie Al dridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave„ Colonial Heights. VA P3834 _ 

WANTED: ELKS-both BPOE & IBPOEW tokens. Price & describe in 1st letter. 

JM Bb?weil, P.Q, BOX 428. Gambrills. MD 21054-0428 _ 

WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. 

Daryl C. Spelbrina PO B ox 633 Vienna. VA 22183. 17031 938-7P67 _ 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 

712 Westover Rd..Richmond. VA 23220-6327. 
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COLLECTORS CHOICE 



BUY - SELL 



* COINS * STAMPS * JEWELRY* 
* BASEBALL CARDS * 

* GUNS * KNIVES * SWORDS * 


LINDA HULL & VINCE BULMAN 

5441 Virginia Beach Blvd. 

Suite 120-121 
Virginia Beach, VA 23462 

TEL. (757) 497-5950 * * FAX (757) 557-0540 

e Mail collcoin@visi.net 
Web Site http://www.coincollectables.com 





1138 Big Bethel Road 

HAMPTON. VIRGINIA 

Member of 

THE FACTS NATIONWIDE TELETYPE CIRCUIT 
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ADVERTISING RATES 

Size 1-Time 1-Year 

Va Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

V 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 

YIMIHIA 

HUMISMATIST 

VOLUME 34, NO. 5 
September, 1998 

The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the 
Virginia Numismatic Associat¬ 
ion, inc., is published six times 
per year. Articles and items 
for publication are welcomed 
and solicited. All six issues are 
mailed from Hampton, Va. at 
the Third Class Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure to 
send us your change of address. 
All VNA mail should be sent to 
the Sec. - Treas. / Editor: 

Jim Ruehrmund 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 


IN THIS ISSUE 

President’s Letter.2 

‘98 Convention & Show.3 

‘98 Dealers List.4 

Portland Report.6 

Butternut Bites #3.12 

Show Calendar.13 

Club News.15 

Membership Applications.16 

Book Review, CSA Paper 

Money, 9th Edition.18 

Money Store.20 


1 















PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

These past two months have been busy ones for me. It started out 
in July with my trip out to Colorado Springs to attend the American 
Numismatic Association’s 30th Anniversary Summer Conference. I 
took the course in the “Detection of Counterfeit and Altered Coins”. 
The knowledge I gained from the course is invaluable, as are the many 
new friendships I made during the weeklong class. If you want the 
numismatic buy of a lifetime, consider attending next year’s 
conference. There are usually about thirty courses offered on a 
variety of numismatic topics. I returned from Colorado on Friday, 
July 17th, just in time to attend the Collector’s Showcase of America 
in Roanoke on Saturday. It was a good show, and I managed to find a few 
items for my collection.. 

August 1st brought a big change in my personal life. I retired from 
the Navy, having served the last 21 years in uniform. Combine this 
with 4 years of ROTC in college and 2 years of Junior ROTC in high 
school, and you can understand the transition I’m making. I actually 
have to think about what clothes I’m going to wear. The best part is 
that I’m finally living at home with my wife in Blacksburg now. If you 
want to contact me, my new mailing address is: 103 Cohee Road 
Blacksburg, VA 24060. 

Thursday, August 6th, found me on a plane to Portland, Oregon, to 
attend the ANA’S 107th Anniversary Convention. I had a special 
purpose for attending this year. It was my privilege to represent the 
Virginia Numismatic Association, and accept the ANA’s Third Place 
Regional Numismatic Publication Award for 1998, awarded to our 
magazine,"The Virginia Numismatist". Special congratulations go to 
our editor, Jim Ruehrmund. This award would never have happened 
without his hard work. I would also like to thank everyone who has 
submitted articles for the magazine, not only this year, but also in 
years past. Articles from you, the members of VNA, only make our 
magazine better. 

In a few days, I’m driving down to Dalton, Georgia, to represent 
VNA at the Blue Ridge Numismatic Association’s 39th Annual 
Convention. VNA is a Life Member Club of Blue Ridge, and I look 
forward to promoting our upcoming show in October. As always, I look 
forward to meeting and hearing from our members. Take care, and I’ll 
see you in Annandaie. 

Mike Capen 


DONT FORGET TO SEND IN YOUR 1998 VNA ELECTION BALLOT 
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VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

40 ™ annual coin, stamp & 

COLLECTIBLE SHOW & CONVENTION 

October 2-3-4,1998 

Northern Virginia Community College 
R.J. Ernst Community Cultural Center 
8333 Little River Tumpike(Capital Beltway Exit#6West) 
Annandale, Virginia 

Table Fees: 8ft.w/2 cases 1 light =$195, L.w/4 cases 2 lights = $285, 
2x8ft.w/4 cases 2 lights = $310. 

Dealer Setup: Friday, Noon- 3pm. Public hours are Friday 3pm- 
7pm.Sat.10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-3pm. Dealers and assistants 
must be a member of VNA. Table location assignments will be 
made by the Bourse Czar for all dealers whose paid in full bourse 
fees are received by July 31 st .based on the following point system 
and the date the bourse fees are received: 

1. Previous VNA Shows, one point for each consecutive 
year.(Max.3Points.) 

2. The Virginia Numismatist Advertising, one point for each $20 spent 
during previous 12 months. (Max.3Points.) 

3. The Virginia Numismatist Articles, one point for each submitted 
during previous 12 months. (Max.2Points.) 

4. Life Membership, one point. 

5. Recruiting New Members, one point for each new member recruited. 
(Max.3Points.) 

SUNDAY ONLY TABLES FOR VNA 
MEMBERS: $39 EACH!! 

Sell your own unwanted and duplicate collections! (Tables limited 
to availability, on a first come basis. Includes 2 cases & light., 
Sunday morning, 8am-9am table assignments). 

Mail for an Application: 

Colonel Steven Ellsworth, Bourse Czar, VNA 
PO Box 498 Clifton, Virginia 20124 

(703) 802-0252 phone (703) 802-0253 fax 

(704) email: Butternut@gslink.com 
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1998 VNA CONVENTION AND COIN SHOW 

As of 10 Aug. the following dealers had signed up for VNA’s ‘98 Show. 

A.E. Johnbrier Coins, Bowie, MD Al Johnbrier 

Alan Blair Stamps & Auctions,Richmond,VA. Alan Blair 

Al/v\ Pnln O. _/^_i_> 


Alco Coin Supplies, Galena, OH 
Angel Dee’s Coins, Woodbridge, VA 
B & H Coins, Jamison, PA 
Banknotes of the World, Vienna, VA 
Bill Smith Coins, Clover, VA 
Bob Nolan Rare Coins, Landover Hills, MD 
Brian Kritt, Burtonsville, MD 
Butternut, Clifton, VA 
Carat-Coin-Collectibles, N. Olmsted, OH 
Catawba Valley Coins, Charlotte, NC 
Chas. Davis, Numismatic Lit., Wenham, MA 
Claire’s Corner, Rockville, MD 
Coins & Collectibles, Seaford, NY 
Coins of the Realm, Rockville, MD 
Coleman Foster Coins, Austin, TX 
Cotten’s Coins & Currency, Cary, NC 
David Amey / Stuart Jones, Woodstock, MD 
David Gotkin World Coins, Springfield, VA 
Don Baily Numismatic, Homer, Ml 
Don Frederick, Annandale, VA 
Donald Apte, Inc., Vienna, VA 
Douglas F. Bird, Inc., Hermosa Beach,CA 
E & G Coins, Lawrenceburg, TN 
Fasano Bros. Rare Coins, Manahawkin, NJ 
First City Currency, St. Augustine, FL 
Frank Hannah, Hampton, VA 
Frank Leister Rare Coins, Altamonte Sp, FL Frank Leister 
George 0 Eggimann’s Rare Coins, Diamond Springs, CA 
George Watson Coins, Springfield, VA George Watson 
Guy Clark, Norfolk, VA 

Len Harsel, World Paper Money, Springfield, VA 


Ted Severance 
Andrew Skrabalak 
Frank Burns 
Daryl Spelbring 
William Smith 
Bob Nolan 

Col.Steve Ellsworth 
Valmore J. Holmes 
Chesley Dellinger 
Charles Davis 
Claire Wall 
Ira Meltzer 
Peter Boyer 
Coleman Foster 
Larry Cotten 

David R. Gotkin 
Don Bailey 
Don Frederick 
Don Apte 
Doug Bird 
Earl Ranta 
Larry Fasano 
Robert Azpaizo 


Imperial Coins, Richmond, VA 
J & P Coins & Currency, Florence, AL 
J.E.L. Coins, Baltimore, MD 
J.J. Van Grover, Bayside, NY 
J.P. Coins, Silver Spring, MD 
Jim McGuigan, No. Versailles, PA 
Ken Earles, Ashland, VA 


Jerry Schmidt 
Phil Darby 
James Long 

Jimmy Pappas 

Kenneth A. Earles 
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1998 DEALERS LIST (continued) 

Liberty Coins, Richmond, VA Ron Mirr 

Liberty Rare Coins, Inc, Plano, TX 
Lilac City Tokens, Rochester, NY 
LSCOA/Olde SouthMercantil, Durham, NC 
Maple Leaf Coins, Wooster, OH 
Marsh & Schull, Washington, D.C, 

Mercury Numismatics, Merrifield, VA 
Minerva Coins, Manhurst, NY 
Nilus Coins, Austin, TX 
Numismatic Financial Corp.,Maitland, FL 
Old Virginia Coin Co., Yorktown, VA 
Paul Finck Numiamatist, Timonium, MD 
Rahway Coins, Spotsylvania, VA 
Ray Burns, Ltd., Cleveland , OH 
Richard Nansen /CEO Coins, Glenelg, MD 
Rob Golan Ancient Coins, Hillsborough, NC 
Robert Weikle Company, Hidenwood, VA 
Robin Borum Coin Sales, Woodbridge, VA 
Scotsman Coins, St. Louis, MO 
Shaker Coin & Stamp, Beachwood, OH 
The Sentry Box, Manassas, VA 
Tom’s Coins & Currency, Annandale, VA 
Triangle Gold ‘N Cards, Durham, NC 
Wake Forest Coins, Wake Forest, NC 
Weiss Collectable Sales, Hopatcong, NJ 


David Pike 
Gary Glise 
Barry Ciociola 
Mike Leggett 
Larry Marsh 
Joel Cherry 
Anthony Swiatek 
Bill Kalmbach 
Tim Carrol 
R.Thayer Sheets 
Paul Finck 
George Shupp 
Ray Burns 
Richard Nansen 
Rob Golan 
Robert Weikle 
Robin Borum 
Jerry L. Morgan 
James Irwin 
Chris Maniscalco 
Thomas Moore 
Alan Flowers 
George Rogers 
Lorraine Weiss 


SOUTHWEST AIRLINES IS OFFERING A 10% DISCOUNT ON MOST 
OF ITS ITS ALREADY LOW FARES FOR TRAVEL TO AND FROM THE 
40TH ANNUAL VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION CONVENTION 
CALL (OR HAVE YOUR PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AGENT CALL) THE 
SOUTHWEST AIRLINES GROUP AND MEETING DESK AT 
1-800-433-5368, MONDAY-FRIDAY, 8:00 am TO 5:00 pm 
AND SATURDAY 9:30 am - 3:30 pm BY NO LATER THAN 
SEPTEMBER 24,1998 AND REFER TO IDENTIFIER CODE K1708 
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS OFFER CALL RIGHT AWAY AS FARES 
ARE SUBJECT TO TERMS AND AVAILABILITY 


SOUTHWEST ARUNES 

MEETINGS 


A SYMBOI Ol 
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PORTLAND REPORT 


By Jerry Schmidt 

.. 4! e ?. ummer ’ and '. ts off t0 the ANA extravaganza once again. This 

ama Ruthl ® and 1 de ? ide t0 do it a little differently. After almost 40 
ANAs on the dealer side of the table, we thought we’d dispense with 
that hassle and just go to observe, and act the part of the averaae 
customer and collector. a 

Though we normally fly to West Coast shows, this time we thought 
it might be fun to drive out through Southern Canada, and return via 
the Northern U.S. route. It’s hard to find the time for it, but, with the 
| years slipping by, it’s now or never. 

Departing Richmond in late July, the drive up to Michigan is 
uneventful, and we cross the border at Sault Ste. Marie. Suprisingly 
the car search by Canadian Customs Authorities was quite thorough 
Normally, in the past, we had just been waved through, but we were 
later told^lhat Canada is very concerned about gun smuggling, and that 
our Virginia license plates prompted a bit more attention in that 
category than if we had been from some other state. 

The Trans-Canadian Highway, for the first few hundred miles, is 
s ow going, mostly winding and two lane, but the scenery is beautiful 
along the northern shore of Lake Superior, and the experience is most 
enjoyable. 

Coin stores, we discover, are few and far between. The coin 
business has been hurt by the 7% value added tax enacted a few years 
ago in Canada. ’ 

Our first real numismatic experience comes in the form of a visit 
to the Royal Canadian Mint at Winnipeg. Tours are conducted Monday - 
Friday at this beautiful modern facility for a fee of $2.00, and it’s 
well worth the price. A short film on the mint’s operations is shown, 
and then a walking tour is conducted through the facility. Although 
quite interesting, we are only allowed to view the mint operations 
through large glass windows, and no photography is permitted. This is 
very unlike some of the other mints we have visited, such as those of 
Paris and Mexico City, where picture taking and a much closer and 
more intimate look at things are allowed. The Winnipeg Mint, in 
addition to producing all of Canada's domestic circulating coinage, also 
provides coins under contract to 60 foreign countries. Canada's other 
mint at Ottawa produces all of the special coins, such as 
commemoratives, proof sets, etc. Before departing we purchase a few 
coins at the Mint Gift Shop, and then resume our journey westward. 

The remainder of our Canadian trip, while interesting and 
enjoyable, is numismatically unrewarding. Upon reaching Victoria on 
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Vancouver Island, we visit three coin shops, but all are devoted almost 
exclusively to Canadian material, and very little can be found to excite 
the collector of U.S. coins. 

On to Portlandl A ferry ride from Victoria to Washington State - a 
This drive along the Pacific Coast, and we are soon in Portland for the big 
[ 40 show.From our hotel, it is only a short walk to the Convention Center, 
with Monday we look at auction lots. Heritage has a varied selectftir of 
age coins and paper with something to please most any taste. Refreshments 
are served both during the viewing, and the actual auction, which 
'9ht heightens the enjoyment of the whole process significantly, 
via Tuesday is PNG (Professional Numismatist Guild) Day, a warm- 
the up s how put on by some of the nation’s top dealers the day preceding 
ANA. Rarities are in abundance. 

is Wednesday ! The big day arrives, and the crowds and long lines 
Jly. that first morning portend an active and rewarding show for most. 

With well over 300 dealers in attendance, all displaying their best 
* re merchandise, it is very difficult not to find something to interest 

1a t almost any numismatic taste. We are able to fill a few want lists and 

tat acquire gold coins, Spanish treasure and a few ancients. 

There is so much to see, and the three days we have allocated for 
is this endeavor will be fully utilized. The displays in the Exhibit Area 

ful are both educational and enthralling. In the Bourse Area, one with deep 

>st enough pockets can purchase the rarest of the rare - or not spend a 

cent, and fill a large plastic bag with dozens of freebies, including 
in candy, pens, tokens, wooden nickels, etc. The major numismatic 
rs periodical publishing companies also distribute their wares free of 
charge. The U.S. Mint appropriately dispensed U.S mints, candy 
!l ’t wrapped in red, white and blue. The Bermuda table gave out Hogge 
Money, chocolate wrapped in foil depicting their early currency. The 
s French Mint held a drawing twice a day, and passed out prizes.These 
i. examples barely touch the surface of what was available, 
h If one tired of walking the bourse floor, there were numerous 

s other special activities of which to partake. Lectures and specialized 

s meetings on all kinds of numismatic topics were available to the 
,f interested. Those with tired feet could also go to the ANA hospitality 

1 room, and enjoy a free cookie and a cup of coffee. For those wanting to 

1 learn more about their special treasures, several of the grading 
> services provided free verbal authentication and grading. 

Many special events also took place. Bob Hendershott, a renowned 
1 numismatist, celebrated his 100th birthday on August 7th, and signed 
wooden nickels and passed out birthday cake to commemorate the 
event. I marveled at his spryness and quick wit. He jokingly mentioned 
that he planed to ask the state legislature to approve a bill which 
would exempt centenarians from being prosecuted for sexual 
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harrassment. Mr. Hendershott also stated that his involvement in, and 
love of, numismatics played a large part in his longevity. 

The VNA had a major presence in Portland. It was uplifting and 
heartwarming to see so many familiar dealers and friends so far away 
from home, some of whom are depicted herein. 

Having attended many ANA’s only as a dealer, I had not previously 
gained an appreciation of all there was to do and see. The demands of 
the bourse table precluded any opportunity to do so. The enjoyment of 
the show was greatly enhanced by its location this year. Portland is a 
beautiful clean city with flowers and shrubs in abundance, bubbling 
drinking fountains along the sidewalks, river activities and a state ol 
the art transportation system. The ANA committee is to be commended 
on its site selection, and the tremendous effort put into producing a 
top-notch event. I found this show to be immensely enjoyable, ana 
hope circumstances will permit my attendance at future ANAs on the 
customer's side of the table. 
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BUTTERNUT BITES 

By Col. Steven Ellsworth 

#3. Creating Young Collectors 

Shame on usl With the exception of a few dedicated individuals, 
Early American Coppers, American Numismatic Association, American 
Numismatic Society and all the other fine clubs do very little to seek, 
interest and retain young collectors. We do have a few of enthusiastic 
young collectors, but by and large, our membership is graying. The 
graying appears faster than one wishes. Look in your mirror, it’s 
happening to all of us senior collectors! This will effect both our 
economics and the educational legacy that we must preserve 

Here are some thoughts on why we should all be concerned for the 
future of collecting. They reflect my personal bias toward coppers, 
but the principles apply to all types of coins. 

After attending hundreds of coin shows and talking to thousands of 
collectors, dealers and hobbyists, I’ve noticed a few trends. First, 
most collectors begin collecting at a young age, usually with Lincoln 
Cents. Then they branch out into nickels and dimes, or even Indian 
Cents. Then, in most cases, the interest comes to an abrupt halt when 
they discover perfume or gasoline. When the two are mixed, it tends 
to weaken the collecting interest, as it does for most of usl With young 
collectors who have passed through those confusing years, interest 
can possibly be renewed if they are welcomed back into the fold. 

When born again collectors look back at their joyous youth, 
generally through a bunch of little round holes partially filled with 
well worn penies, the desire is sometimes sparked once again. The 
conversation usually starts with, “I have this album of coins that J 
collected years ago, and I have a few holes in it I would like to fill. 
What is said next will determine whether a collector is reborn, or 
discouraged forevermore. If the viewer responds, “This is a 
wonderful set, and you should complete and improve it”, the spark can 
again become a fire. However, if the response is, “This is a bunch of 
low grade junk, and I would just get rid of them ", the collector s 
spark is doused, and with it the joy of a lifelong study and a hobby 
filled with tremendous satisfaction. Unfortunately, the second 
scenario is usually repeated hundreds of times every week in coin 
shops and coin shows. If the spark survives this assault, and through 
some miracle is kept alive, the natural progression in copper is from 
a Lincoln set to a set of Indians, and then perhaps going further back 
in the history of U.S. cents to those elusive Large Cents, the “Fat 
Pennies” so many of us enjoy in every grade and condition. 
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I do have a few thoughts on how we should address the potential 
demise of so many numismatists. These could be “The Seven Deadly 
Sins”, if we as a group fail to do the following: 

1. Continue junior membership programs, but don't let them be 
the best kept secret in numismatics. We need to recruit and 
encourage, with a gift of membership, any young folks who show an 
interest in collecting. We must ensure that our Web site devotes 
plenty of space and lots of action to junior membership. Remember, 
they are used to playing “Mario in its 39th Laser packed edition. 

2. Ensure that all of your organization’s officers and board 
members are “on board & in tune” with supporting youth programs. 
One board member should have as a sole responsibility the recruiting 
and retaining of young collectors. All officers and board members 
should either give, get or get off. The last thing any volunteer 
organization needs is a bunch of advisors. A good word of advice is to 
avoid homesteading in a position, and mentor your replacement. In 
nearly every case in volunteer organizations, longevity doesn’t create 
experience, only mildew. 

3. Present a free date or type set album to all new junior 
members as an aid in starting their collections. 

4. Help to fill the holes. We shouldn’t criticize the coins in a young 
person’s collection based on our own own preferences and standards, 
rather we should give suggestions for “filling the holes". Remember 
they cannot afford, nor do they give a hoot about pristine choice 
examples. Most likely their collections will lie dormant for ten years 
or more, from when they start college until that second or third job 
kicks in and gives them the economic stability required to complete or 
upgrade their sets. We are planting the seeds that may well grow into 
a future Clapp, Newcomb, Robinson, Reiver or Reale. 

5. Make yourself known to local Boy and Girl Scout groups and 
youth organizations, and let them know that you would be more than 
willing to give a presentation on numismatics. Hold a participation 
quiz with coins for prizes. At every club sponsored show devote a free 
table for youth activities. 

6. Make sure that your club show has a drawing for Young 
Numismatists with prizes such as Indian Cents and early coppers. 

7.Share your collection and information. Pictures and books are 
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good, but nothing excites kids more than the real thing. Have examples 
on display, with coins that they can touch and hold. Let them view the 
coin and feel its weight. Be sure to bring out, not only the history of 
the coins, but also of the times in which they were issued, and their 
influence on the design of coinage. 

These are only a few thoughts and suggestions. I’m sure that our 
membership, the most quintessential group of numismatic collectors 
anywhere, and probably the most knowledgeable, can come up with 
some teriffic ideas. I hope so, if nothing more than from a pure greed 
factor. If we continue at our present rate, the time will come when 
there’ll be no one who’s interested in, or cares about, our treasured 
collections that we have so dearly pursued over the years. So when 
that young collector shows you a half-filled album of worn common 
Lincoln Cents, engage your brain first, before activating your mouth. 

Your thoughts and ideas are always welcome. Address them to Col. 
Steven Ellsworth, do BUTTERNUT, P.O. Box 498, Clifton, VA 20124 
e-mail: Butternut@gslink.com 

THE LATEST FROM JAPAN 

The April / May issue of SILVER NEWS, newsletter of the Silver 
Institute, carried an interesting article on the latest fashion in Japan. 
They are marketing men’s suits containing silver threads designed to 
shield the wearer from the electromagnetic radiation emitted by such 
devices as personal computers and mobile telephones. The shielding, 
composed of silver-plated nylon woven into cotton or wool, is placed 
in the suit’s breast pocket. The suits are selling like hotcakes, and 
manufacturers are having trouble keeping up with the demand. 

The Japanese are very innovative folks, but several people 
knowledgable in electronics, have questioned the efficacy of the new 
shielding, and the need for it. One opined that you could get the same 
protection by carrying a rabbit’s foot in your breast pocket. Whether 
or not the suits actually work probably doesn’t matter, they’ll make 
wearers feel both protected and fashionable. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB’S 42nd COIN ARAMA 

The Tidewater Coin Club will hold its 42nd Annual Coin Arama at 
the Virginia Beach Pavilion, Saturday and Sunday, October 10-11. 
Bourse hours are: Sat. 10 am - 5 pm; Sun. 10 am-4 pm. For table 
information, contact Bourse Chairman Malcolm Gutterman. Tidewater 
Coin Club, P.O. Box 1145, Norfolk, VA 23501; ph (757)627-1095 
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Andy Skrabalak 


Alynne Skrabalak 


ANGEL DEE’S 

COINS AND COLLECTIBLES 
P-O- Box 5234, Woodbridge, Virginia 22194 
Phone /Fax 703/491-0336 

NGC Authorized Member / Dealer 
Members: ANA, MSNA, NACA and VNA 


THE SENTRY BOX 

World Coins 
Box 2413 

Manassas, VA 20108 


Chris Maniscalco 
(703) 791-6789 


PAPER MONEY 

ANA-52964 VNA-711 

Do you really want the BEST PRICE for your paper money ? 
Then don t sell until you get my offer I I buy collections, 
estates and hoards. Dealers, I want to buy from you, too I 
Telephone or send a general list of what you have for sale. I'll 
travel to you for lots that warrant. Buying since 1964 
JAMES A. SPARKS, JR. 

P.0 Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145 (704) 633-5177 


SATISF»€D 

CUSTOMERS 

sre Our b«*t. 


U.S. Coins 

Doug's Coins 

Buy - Sell - Trade - Appraisals 


DOUG SEAL 

P.O. Box 598 
Crozet, VA 22932 


Phone 

(804) 823-8096 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


SEP. 17-20 STRASBURG, PA 

Strasbura Inn. Rt. 896 

STRASBURG PAPER MONEY 

rni 1 FOTORS SHOW 

SEP 25-27 Greensboro, NC 

NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION- 

OCT. 2-4 ANNANDALE, VA 

8333 Little River TnDk. 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 

OCT. 10-11 VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 

Va. Beach Pavillion 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB 
4?nd ANNUAL COIN-A-RAMA 

OCT. 16-18 CHATTANOOGA, TN 

Hamn Jordan Arena 

TENNESSEE STATE 
NUMISMATIC SOC. 

OCT.24-25 SALEM, VA SALEM COIN CLUB 

Amerinan Leaion Blda. .710 Apperson Rd.- 

OCT.29-NOV. 1 GREENVILLE, SC 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 

NOV. 12-15 BALTIMORE, MD 

Baltimore Convention Ctr. 

SUBURBAN WASHINGTON / 

BALTIMORE COIN SHOW 

DEC. 5-6 Fishersville, VA 

Augusta Expoland 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY 

COIN CLUB- 


Imperial Coins 

( 804 ) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


CERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 
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MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOELP. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


GA VALOEIR COLLECTIBLES 


RICHARD B. COLTRANE 


POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS. VA 23609 


(757) 249-4387 


LIBERTY COINS 


Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Min- 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 


We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 


And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 
Free Price List On Request 
ANA 50230 / VNA 75 


Post Office I rs, VA 23606 



757-596-3183 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in the 
Hammond Jr. High School cafeteria, 4646 Seminary Rd. in Alexandria. For 
info contact Alynne Skrabalak, P.O. Box 5234, Woodbridge, VA 22194. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at the 
Robert Smith Studio, upstairs, at 105 North 1st St., Charlottesville, Va. 
For information write to BRCC, 1561 Dairy Rd., Charlottesville, VA 22903 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Tuesdays at the Golden Corral 
Restaurant, 1185 Seminole Trail (Rt. 29 N.) in Charlottesville, Va. In Oct. 
The Blue Ridge, Monticello and Shen. Valley Clubs will hold a combined 
meeting featuring a large auction sale. For info contact Sec.-Treas. Jim 
Luck, 301 E. Market St., Charlottesville, VA 22902. Ph. (804) 295-1765. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Volunteer Fire Dept., Collinsville, Va. For information write to Piedmont 
Coin Club, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd 
Tuesdays in Meeting Room 2 of the Central Rappahannock Regional Library, 
Caroline St., Fredericksburg, Va. For information contact Harry Frank, 
5923 Cascade Dr. Fredericksburg, VA 22407. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the First 
Union Bank Bldg., 7 N. 8th St., Richmond, Va. For information contact Jim 
Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Roanoke 
Main Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va.. For information contact 
Emmett Yonce, 2040 Roanoke Rd, Daleville, VA 24083. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays 
at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., Fishersville, Va. 
For info contact Linwood Wilkes, RR 6, Box 570-A, Staunton, VA 24401 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 
4809 Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. For 
information contact Malcolm Gutterman, P.O. Box 1145 Norfolk, VA 23501. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm 
at Sammy & Nick’s Steak House, 2718 W. Mercury Blvd. in Hampton. . For 
information write to: VPCC, P.O. Box 4324, Newport News, VA 23604. 
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VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

The following persons, who have applied for membership in the 
Virginia Numismatic Association, will become members 20 days from 
the mailing of this notice, unless objections are received, in which 
case the matter will be acted upon by the Board of Directors. 


Applicant Sponsor 

Claude M. Broome, Jr., Fredericksburg, Virginia........Jim Ruehrmund 

Glen C. Burger, Hampstead, Maryland.Steven Ellsworth 

Karen K. Cotten, Cary, North Carolina.Larry Cotten 

Phil Darby, Florence, Alabama.Steven Ellsworth 

Rita Fasano, Manahawkin, New Jersey.Larry Fasano 

Paul Finck, Timonium, Maryland.'.Steven Ellsworth 

Coleman Foster, Austin, Texas.Steven Ellsworth 

Rob Golan, Hillsborough, North Carolina.Steven Ellsworth 

Aaron M. Hammond, Gate City, Virginia (Jr. Mbr.)....Steven Ellsworth 

Stephen K. Harris, Richmond, Virginia.Jerry Schmidt 

Stuart Jones, Bel Air, Maryland.Steven Ellsworth 

James M. Keeling, Stafford, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Benjamin Kolodner, Columbia, Maryland (Jr. Mbr.j.Steven Ellsworth 

Brian Kritt, Burtonsville, Maryland.Steven Ellsworth 

Mike Leggett, Wooster, Ohio.Steven Ellsworth 

Frank Leister, Altamonte Springs, Florida.Steven Ellsworth 

James Long, Baltimore, Maryland.Steven Ellsworth 

Millard B. Poore, Richmond, Virginia.Jerry Schmidt 

Robert R. Tait, Fairfax, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 


RICHMOND COIN & PAPER MONEY SHOW 
HAS BEEN CANCELLED 

Dave Ripley has had to cancel his Richmond Coin & Paper Money Show 
scheduled for Sat. Oct. 11-12., because the show site, the USA Mir; 
Mall, has been sold. 

SALEM COIN CLUB’S FALL SHOW 

The Salem Coin Club will hold its fall coin show Sat. & Sun., Oct. 24 
25 at the American Legion Bldg, 710 Apperson Dr., Salem, Va., Hour 
are 10:00 am to 5:00 pm both days. For info, contact Emmett Yonce 
2040 Roanoke Rd., Daleville, VA 24083. Ph. (540) 992-5331. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COUN CLUB’S WINTER SHOW 

The Shenandoah Valley Coin Club will hold its Winter Coin show of 
about 40 tables Sat, & Sun., Dec. 5-6, 1998, at Augusta Expoland on 
1-64 justwest of Waynesboro. Hours are: 10 am- 6 pm Sat. & 11 am 
Sun. For information call Jim Ryder at (540) 886-4606. 
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THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BUY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 





212 E. GRACE ST,. RICHMOND, VA. 23210 

PHONE (80-H 643-0065 - HOURS 10.15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES PAPER MONEY 

By Arlie R.SIabaugh 

9th Edition, 248 pages, more than 200 illustrations 
Published by Krause Publications, lola, Wl @$19.95, softcover 




Now Including 
cnnontylMued by 
the Southern Slates 










It’s always a pleasure to review a book when 
the author is a VNA member, and doubly a 
pleasure when the book is really superb, The 
new 9th edition of Arlie Slabaugh’s Confederate 
States Paper Money is just such a book. The 
most notable new feature is the section on the 
issues of the Southern States, with separate 
chapters on 16 states from Arizona to West 
Virginia, and includes notes of the Indian 
Nations that were allied with the Confederacy. 
Listed notes, both CSA and Southern State, are 
priced in up to six grades of condition. Although 
the current frantic market in this material will 
soon make these prices obsolete, it does not 
detract in the slightest from the overall value of the book. Arlie said, 
“This catalog has been written with the idea of conveying as much 
information as possible in a handy size volume”, and he has succeeded 
admirably in doing just that, for the book is a veritable goldmine of 
background information, much of it not available anywhere else. 

Some of the topics covered are Engravers and Printers, paper and 
watermarks, uncut sheets, vignettes, Trans-Mississippi notes, 
counterfeit and altered notes, bogus notes, error notes, and 
Confederate notes with ads printed on them. 

Facsimile notes are thoroughly covered, from the wartime issues 
of S.C. Upham and others, to post-war facsimile advertising notes. 
There’s also a section on modern facsimiles. Don’t smirk at that; 
we’re seeing more of them these days than we’re seeing of the real 
thing, and it’s useful to know something about them. 

All collectors of Confederate or Southern States notes, from 
novices to veterans, and, in fact, anyone with any interest at all in 
Civil War finance will need to have a copy of Confederate States 
Paper Money. Also, the price of $19.95 is certainly reasonable. 
Almost any note in decent shape now costs more than that, and this is a 
reference that you’ll use again and again. 

You can purchase the 9th Ed. of Confederate States Paper Money 
from many coin dealers, or order it by mail from: Krause 
Publications , Book Dept. NQR8, 700 E. State St, lola, Wl 54990- 
0001. For charge-card orders, call toll free (800) 258-0929, 
Dept. NQR8, or use the Krause web site at http: //www.krause.com. 
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PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
ALAN BLAIR 


WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOST AUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG OF OUR NEXT SALE 

5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 

RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 

VISIT OUR TABLE AT THE 1998 VNA SHOW 


BUTTERNUT 

BUILDER & SELLER OF GREAT COIN COLLECTIONS 
(We Buy it All....discreatley) 

SPECIALIST IN EARLY AMERICAN COPPER COINS 

(Over 4,000 Large Cents in Stock) 


For Dealers: Simply the Best.. Table & Case Covers 

Table Covers /Nylon Cordura Fabric,Double-Interlocking Zippers 
Electric Blue or Money Green $110. (includes shipping) 
Case Covers : Nvlon Cordura Fabric,Double-Interlocking Zippers 
Fits all Standard Cases. Black $43 (includes shipping) 



COLONEL STEVEN K. ELLSWORTH 
PO BOX 498 

CLIFTON, VIRGINIA 20124-0498 
(703) 802-0252: FAX (703) 802-0253 
e-mail: Buttemut@gslink.com. 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


FOR SALE: Collection of Va obsolete bank, county, town notes & some pvt 
scrip. 69 notes in all. Send SASE to: 

David S. Scott. 10347 Walker Road. Culpeper. VA 22701 -8359 _ 

WANTED: “Spottswood” Civil War Medal,7th W.Va. Battalion, 1865, Horse¬ 
shoe on top inscr,”We Have Crossed the Mountains’,cloverleaf below, 
R/W/B ribbon. M.L.McDonald. POB 808. Winchester. VA 22601 _ 

CONFEDERATE medals, badges, ribbons: UCV, SCV, etc.IIlustrated bimonthly 
Newsletter. Subscription $15.00; free sample copy for #10 SASE 
■ MB R Newsletter. P.O. Box 451421. Atlanta. GA 31145 _ 

WANTED.Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for 
my personal collection. Please describe and price. 

Ned Lea. 8704 Kings Mill Place. Raleigh. NC 27615 _ 

FOR SALE: 1997 VNA Convention wooden nickels; 50c ea. + SASE 
VNA C/Q Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial Heights. VA 23834 

FOR SALE: 100 antique pewter ingots of U.S. Bicentennial History, cost 
$1000; make offer. Lou Doucet. Box 1555. Petersburg. VA 33805. _ 

RARE VA CIVIL WAR SCRIP FOR SALE. Very low grade, but several are “2- 
4 known’, one is unlisted; also VA colonials. 

David ConsolVQ, POB 153.Covesville. VA 22931: (804) 293-4371 _ 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & 
receive a “FREE” currency price list. Happy Collecting! 

Barrv Ciociola. PO Box 71646. Durham. NC 27722-1646_ 

WANTED: Tokens from Maine, New Hampshire & Vermont; also collect 
tokens from Va., D.C. & Baltimore. Many available for trade. 

Jim Cooke. P.O. Box 7104. Charlottesville. VA 23906-7104. 

WANTED; Paying $1000 for Dewey medal awarded for Manila Bay battle in 
1898. Must be named, with top bar, & in decent condition. 

Ch arles Pfeiffer. 1401 Druid Rd.. Maitland. FL 32751. (4071 644-0085 

WANTED: Wooden nickels with buffalo facing right. Describe and price. 

Qinnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst A ve.. Colonial Heights. VA 23834 _ 

WANTED: ELKS-both BPOE & IBPOEW tokens. Price & describe in 1st letter. 
J.M, Bo swell. P.O. Box 428. Gambrills. MD 21054-0428 _ 

WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. 
Daryl C. Spelbrino PO Box 633 Vienna. VA 22183. f703) 938-7267_ 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 
712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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COLLECTORS CHOICE 


BUY - SELL 

* COINS * STAMPS * JEWELRY 
* BASEBALL CARDS * 

* GUNS * KNIVES * SWORDS * 

LINDA HULL & VINCE BULMAN 




5441 Virginia Beach Bivd. 

Suite 120-121 
Virginia Beach, VA 23462 

TEL. (757) 497-5950 * * FAX (757) 557-0540 

e Mail collcoin@visi.net 
Web Site http://www.coincollectabies.com 
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Looking for the Very Best 
in Antique Stocks & Bonds? 


Call or write for our FREE 
fully-illustrated ioo-page price list 
featuring over 1000 different stocks and bonds. 


1+212-943-1880 
Fax 1+212-908-4047 


Call Toll Free 
800 - 622-1880 
(USA Only) 

26 Broadway, Suite 271, New York, NY 10004-1701 


RMSMOTME 


WANTED 


BUYING 

Stocks , 
Bonds 

Confederate 
Paper Money 
Autographs 


R. M. Smythe and Company buys, 
sells and auctions more antique stocks, 
bonds and paper money than anyone 
else is the country. We specialize in 
all areas of financial history, and we 
will gladly make offers on anything 
from single items to entire estates. 
R.M. Smythe, established 1880, 
will furnish you with institutional 
or banking references. If you are 
thinking of selling, call, fax, write, 
or contact us via e-Mail today. 
































ADVERTISING RATES 

Size 1-Time 1-Year 

>/ 4 Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

1/2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 

Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (eg.. 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 

YIRGIHIA 

HUMISMATIST 

VOLUME 34, NO. 6 
November, 1998 

The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the 
Virginia Numismatic Associat¬ 
ion, inc., is published six times 
per year. Articles and items 
for publication are welcomed 
and solicited. All six issues are 
mailed from Hampton, Va. at 
the Third Class Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure to 
send us your change of address. 
All VNA mail should be sent to 
the Sec. - Treas. / Editor: 

Jim Ruehrmund 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


Our 40th Annual Convention and Show is now history, and it was 
an astounding success. Attendance this year was over 1500, over 
triple the attendance in ‘97. The facility at the Northern Virginia 
Community College proved to be a great one for collectors and dealers 
alike, and your Board has already voted to hold next year’s show 
there., October 1-3, 1999. The Bureau of Engraving and Printing has 
announced that they will attend our ‘99 show, one of only five shows 
they will attend in ‘99, so mark your calendars now to attendl 

I want to thank our benevolent despot, Bourse Czar Steve 
Ellsworth, and all the people who volunteered at the show, from 
manning the registration desk to putting up signs, running meetings 
and conducting educational seminars. These are the ones who made it 
all happen. I also want to recognize the ANA for all their support, 
especially Pres. Anthony Swiatek and YN Coordinator Larry Gentile. 

President Swiatek gave an informative educational seminar on 
“Treasure in Your Pocket”, and spoke at the YN program. He also 
brought with him two ANA Presidential Awards which went to Keiith 
Littlefield and Steve Ellsworth for their many services to the hobby. 
My personal congratulations to these two deserving individuals. 

Larry Gentile travelled from New York to run our YN program, 
which was very well attended. Larry does a first class job, and, 
judging by the smiles on the YN’s faces, his program was a success. 
Larry also supervised our popular YN money grab. Thanks are also 
due to Ray Burns, who donated over $100 worth of coin folders for 
distribution to the YNs. The young folks went home laden with goodies, 
and VNA gained ten new junior members. 

Speaking of new members, over 70 new members joined at the 
show. Many people came up to me after exiting the bourse, and asked 
how to join VNA. All were impressed by the show, and the fact that 
they would receive VNA’s award winning magazine six times a year. 

At the Sunday morning breakfast Jim Ruehrmund, the editor of 
The Virginia Numismatist, received the Wait Mason Award for his 
support of the hobby for over 40 years. Jim's tribute to Walt Mason 
after receiving the award made me wish that I could have known Walt. 

I welcome new Directors, Andy Skrabalak and Daryl Spelbring, 
elected this year to the VNA Board, along with Sec.-Treas. Jim 
Ruehrmund and Directors Henry Hawkins and David Scott. 

The’98 Convention marks the end of my first year as your 
president, and I thank you all for your support. I also challenge each 
of you to support our hobby and share it with a friend. I look forward 
to meeting and talking with you at some of the club shows. 

Mike Capen 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


To the 87 new members listed in this issue: Welcome to VNAI 
Please pardon my delay in getting your membership cards out to you, 
but preparing this issue of the magazine takes precedence. Then 
there’s the January ‘99 issue, which has to be finished by late 
November. After those jobs are finished, I’ll get busy with the cards. 
Membership cards for the other members will be sent out with the 
dues notices in January. 

I wish more members would send in ads for the Money $tore, after 
all, it’s free, and with a circulation of 550, your ad will reach a lot of 
collectors. I can’t guarantee results, that will depend on what you’re 
selling or seeking, but, except for a stamp, you risk nothing by 
sending in an ad. 

Also, I’ll gladly run notices of local shows and other events, 
dealer’s changes of location, etc., but they have to be sent in timely 
fashion. Deadlines are: Jan. issue, 15 Nov.; March issue, 5 Feb.; May 
issue, 5 April; July issue, 5 June; Sept, issue, 5 August. 

1998 has been a banner year for articles; I’ve received nine and 
published all of them. Many thanks to authors Steve Ellsworth, Clay 
Everhart, John Fariss, Red Henry, Ed Kuszmar and Jerry Schmidt. To 
the rest of you: if you feel the urge to write something, don’t supress 
it, but fire up your pencil, pen, typewriter, computer, etc., & get 
busy I Don’t worry about grammar, spelling or other fine points, 
that’s what editors are for. I may not be the greatest of writers, but 
eleven years in this job have made me a reasonably competant editor. I 
can also, in many cases, supply illustrations. 

This has been a banner year for me in other ways, too. The 
Virginia Numismatist won the third place award for regional 
publications in the ANA Club Publications Contest, and Pres. Mike 
travelled all the way out to Portland to receive it. My cup really ran 
over at the convention when I received the 1998 Walt Mason Award. I 
was deeply touched, for I knew Walt well, and to be compared 
favorably with him is indeed a high honor. Len Harsel, Chairman of 
the Walt Mason Award Committee, sent a press release, which I’ll 
forebear to publish lest I be accused of tooting my own horn. 

Speaking of Walt Mason, Those who knew him will remember that 
he wrote many interesting and entertaining articles for this magazine. 
He also used to write letters to the editor, something that hardly 
anyone does these days. I really wish that readers would send in 
letters once in a while. It doesn’t matter if you’re throwing roses or 
brickbats, I’ll publish them all. 

With best wishes for a Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year. 

Jim Ruehrmund 
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REPORT ON THE ‘98 VNA CONVENTION & SHOW 

VNA’s 40th, held at the RJ. Ernest Community Center on the 
campus of the Northern Virginia Community College in Annandale, Va. 
was an event that will be long rememberedl With 81 dealers and 110 
tables, it was the largest show we’ve held in many years. Publlic 
attendance was also great, a little under 2,000. At the opening on 
Friday several hundred people were waiting to get in, many bringing 
coins for free appraisals and grading. On Sunday alone, more than 550 
people came through the door, and at the close that afternoon, over 
100 were still on the bourse floor buying stuff. And there was plenty 
to buy. The dealers offered a wide range of mouth-watering goodies, 
and found plenty of buyers. 

The show was also well attended by officials of the American 
Numismatic Association, the Smithsonian, the U.S. Mint and numerous 
Foreign Embassy and Washington officials. 

The registration table was kept busy the whole weekend signing in 
a constant stream of visitors. The volunteer staff, headed by Pres. 
Mike Capen, included Gail Ellsworth, Henry Hawkins, Keith 
Littlefield, Corky Rivera, David Scott and Bonnie Spelbring. Keith also 
helped the dealers unload their material on Friday. Profuse thanks to 
one and all. 

Exhibits this year were outstanding, both in quality and quantity 
The top exhibit honor, the Best of Show Award, was won by Gerald 
Kochel of Lititz, Pa., for his exhibit “The Draped Bust Large Cent’ 
Outstanding Awards went to Clay Everhart of Reston, Va., for “1798 
1998, 200 Years of Cents”, and to Steven Ellsworth of Clifton, Va. fo 
“Catch a Falling Star, The 1855 Large Cent”. The award for Bes 
Junior Exhibit was won by Emile Garcia of McLean, Va. for his 
“Money of the Philippines”. Non-competative exhibits included the 
British Royal Mint’s “Coins of the Titanic”, The Republic o? 
Slovenia’s “Slovenian Currency Past and Present” and the Americar 
Numismatic Association’s display of ancient coins. 

Lectures and seminars were numerous. ANA Pres. Anthony Swiatek 
presented a lecture on “Treasure In Your Pocket”, . and the Early 
American Coppers Society held their regional meeting during the 
show. Larry Gentile, ANA’s YN Coordinator, conducted an all day 
seminar on Saturday for young collectors, a program which included 
an address by Pres. Swiatek, lunch and several “Money Grabs”.Larry 
also sponsored ten new Junior VNA members. 

After the bourse closed on Saturday, the Board of Directors met, 
and installed the following newly elected officers and directors: 
Secretary-Treasurer Jim Ruehrmund of Richmond, Va., and directors 
Henry Hawkins of Harrisonburg, Va., David Scott of Culpeper, Va., 
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Andy Skrabalak of Woodbridge, Va. and Daryl Spelbring of Vienna, Va. 
The Board voted to hold the show at the same location in 1999, and 
initiated plans for a smaller show to be held in the spring in another 
part of the state 

Len Harsel presented the Walt Mason Award for 1998 to Jim 
Ruehrmund, and Anthony Swiatek presented the ANA President's 
Award to Steve Ellsworth and Keith Littlefield. 

On Sunday, the day started with a free breakfast for VNA members, 
and, as previously mentioned, business continued brisk right up to 
closing time. 

Half of the tables for the ‘99 show have already been reserved, and 
we’ll have the added attraction of the Bureau of Engraving & Printing 
exhibit. Plan to come and join in the fun. 

With many photos to run, captions have been omitted. If you don’t 
see yourself in any of them, perhaps you will next year. 

























































DEALERS AT THE ‘98 VNA SHOW 

Sincere thanks from VNA to each of the following dealers, 81 in all, 
from 23 states, who made our 40th Coin Show such a rousing success. 

A.E. Johnbrier Coins, Bowie, MD Al Johnbrier 

Acropolis Coins, Morgantown, WV Gus Sermetis 

Alan Biair Stamps & Auctions,Richmond,VA. Alan Blair. 

Alco Coin Supplies, Galena, OH Ted Severance 

ANACS Coin Grading & Certification, Dublin, OH Michael Faraone 


Angel Dee’s Coins, Woodbridge, VA 
B & H Coins, Jamison, PA 
Banknotes of the World, Vienna, VA 
Bay Coin & Stamp Co., Brooklyn, NY 
Bill Smith’s”Junk to Unc", Clover, VA 
Brian Kritt Ancient Coins, Burtonsville, 

Butternut, Clifton, VA 
Carat-Coin-Collectibles, N. Olmsted, OH 
Catawba Valley Coins, Charlotte, NC 
CEO Coins, Savage Mill, MD 
Chas. Davis, Numismatic Lit., Wenham, MA 
Claire’s Corner, Rockville, MD 
CMK World Coins, Harland, Wl 
Coins & Collectibles, Seaford, NY 
Coins of the Realm, Rockville, MD 
Coins, Stamps & Things, Norfolk, VA 
Coleman Foster Coins, Austin, TX 
Connections Coin Co., Sandston, VA 
Cotten’s Coins & Currency, Cary, NC 
Dan Walker Rare Coins, Peekskill, NY 
David Amey / Stuart Jones, Woodstock, MD 
David Gotkin World Coins, Springfield, VA 
Don Baily Numismatic, Homer, Ml 
Don Frederick, Annandale, VA 
Donald Apte, Inc., Vienna, VA 
Douglas F. Bird, Inc., Hermosa Beach,CA 
Fasano Bros. Rare Coins, Manahawkin, NJ 
First City Currency, St. Augustine, FL 
Forest Hill Co., Woodstock, MD 
Frank Hannah Currency, Hampton, VA 
Frank Leister Rare Coins, Altamonte Sp, FL Frank Leister 
George 0 Eggimann’s Rare Coins, Diamond Springs, CA 
George Watson Coins, Springfield, VA George Watson 
GES Numismatics, Laurel, MD Gerald Swen 


Andrew Skrabalak 
Frank Burns 
Daryl Spelbring 
Ralph Pfau 
William Smith 
MD. Brian Kritt 

Col.Steve Ellsworth 
Valmore J. Holmes 
Chesley Dellinger 
Carl Ostiguy 
Charles Davis 
Claire Wall 
Chip Droege 
Ira Meltzer 
Peter Boyer 
Joe Thompson 
Coleman Foster 
Dave Riply 
Larry Cotten 
Dan Walker 


David R. Gotkin 
Don Bailey 
Don Frederick 
Don Apte 
Doug Bird 
Larry Fasano 
Robert Azpaizo 
Stuart Jones 
Frank Hannah 
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1998 DEALERS (continued) 

Glen Burger Coins, St. Augustine, FL Glen Burger 

Guy Clark Ancient Coins, Norfolk, VA 
Harmony Exonumia, Central Falls, Rl 
Imperial Coins, Richmond, VA 
J & P Coins & Currency, Florence, AL 
J.E.L. Coins, Baltimore, MD 
J.J. Van Grover Ltd., Bayside, NY 
J.P. Coins, Silver Spring, MD 
Jim McGuigan Coins, No. Versailles, PA 
Ken Earles, Ashland, VA 

Len Harsel, World Paper Money, Springfield, VA 
Liberty Coins, Richmond, VA Ron Mirr 

Liberty Rare Coins, Inc, Plano, TX David Pike 

Lilac City Tokens, Rochester, NY Gary Glise 

Long Island Numismatics, Bedford Hills, NY Gary Parietti 


Guy Clark 
William Bannon 
Jerry Schmidt 
Phil Darby 
James Long 
J.J. Van Grover 
Jimmy Pappas 
Jim McGuigan 
Kenneth A. Earles 


LSCOA, Durham, NC 
Marsh & Schull, Washington, D.C, 
Maryland Coin Exch., Silver Spring, MD 
Mercury Numismatics, Merrifield, VA 
Minerva Coins, Manhurst, NY 
Nilus Coins, Austin, TX 
Numismatic Financial Corp.,Maitland, FL 
Old Virginia Coin Co., Yorktown, VA 
Olde SouthMercantile, Whiteville, NC 
Paul Finck Numiamatist, Timonium, MD 
Premier Precious Metals, Santa Fe, NM 
Rahway Coins, Spotsylvania, VA 
Ray Burns, Ltd., Cleveland , OH 
Richard Nansen /CEO Coins, Glenelg, MD 
Rob Golan Ancient Coins, Hillsborough, NC 
Robert Weikle Company, Hidenwood, VA 
Robin Borum Coin Sales, Woodbridge, VA 
Scotsman Coins, St. Louis, MO 
Shaker Coin & Stamp, Beachwood, OH 
Steve Fisher Coins, No. Versailles, PA 
The Sentry Box, Manassas, VA 
Tom Reynolds Coins, Omaha, NE 
Tom’s Coins & Currency, Annandale, VA 
Triangle Gold ‘N Cards, Durham, NC 
Vern Marshall, Jessup, MD 
Virginia Beach Rare Coins, Va. Beach, VA. 
Wake Forest Coins, Wake Forest, NC 
Weiss Collectable Sales, Hopatcong, NJ 


Barry Ciociola 
Larry Marsh 
Mike Higgins 
Joel Cherry 
Anthony Swiatek 
Bill Kalmbach 
Tim Carrol 
R.Thayer Sheets 
John Youngerman 
Paul Finck 
Gregg Hoffman 
George Shupp 
Ray Burns 
Richard Nansen 
Rob Golan 
Robert Weikle 
Robin Borum 
Jerry L. Morgan 
James Irwin 
Steve Fisher 
Chris Maniscalco 
Tom Reynolds 
Thomas Moore 
Alan Flowers 

T. Earl Hawthorne 
George Rogers 
Lorraine Weiss 
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How Much Was a Large Cent Worth? A Trip Back in Time: 
Friday, November 8th, 1811 

Red Henry 




BOSTON—FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1811. 


“The Steamboat Car of Neptune, which left New York City on 
Saturday evening October 18th at 5 o’clock, arrived in Albany in 20 hours— 
she returned the next Thursday morning, in 22 hours—equal 330 miles in 43 
hours. Let foreigners, who say we have no talent for improvement, point 
out where there is any mode of conveyance equal to this? In what country 
are there so many enjoyments combined in one great politechnic machine 
and mounted with wings, as this, which wafts passengers as if by enchant¬ 
ment between New York and Albany? To our countrymen, then, and our 
arts, let justice be liberally and honestly measured out.” 

A copy of The Weekly Messenger , a Boston newspaper from 1811, turned up 
recently in a Pennsylvania junk store. The price was insignificant, and the paper 
came home with me. I enjoy acquiring and reading newpapers such as this, for each 
one is a time machine. We may forgive the editor for indulging in his flight of 
patriotic hyperbole (and for his arithmetic). His vigorous young country could take 
a just pride in its fledgling achievements, of which the early American coins are our 
keepsakes today. 

Boston, in the early years of our country, was one of those eastern commercial 
centers where “hard money” is said to have circulated extensively. Most silver in 
circulation was Spanish dollars and fractions, but for the copper coinage we learn 
that the American cents were beginning to predominate. A few weeks ago, a 
neighbor gave me an excellent local history book which reveals, in the following 
interesting passage, that the old British coppers were disappearing even in the 
Virginia outback: 

“The silver in common circulation was the ‘piece of eight’ and its 
subdivisions...in fact, the readiness with which this foreign dollar subdivided 
into terms of colonial currency was the compelling reason that made it the 
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basis of the subsequent Federal currency...Mr. Robert Y. Conrad, [in his] 
boyhood recollections beginning a few years earlier...relates that until about 
1810 British halfpennies were in general circulation, the value of the coin 
being the same as our cent. Companies of Indians visited Winchester every 
year about this time. In their target practice they would hit a mark for a silver 
coin, but scorned to do so for a copper penny.” 

(Frederic Morton, The Story of Winchester in Virginia, Shenandoah Pub., 1925) 


From this we may judge that few of the Indians collected large cents. In fact, 
there were not many coin collectors of any kind in America in 1811, so even the 


newest Classic-Head cents were 
circulating, wearing, and (shud¬ 
der) corroding freely. No United 
States coins were over 18 years 
old, but many of the still-fairly- 
common 1793 cents were already 
showing quite a bit of wear. When 
did men begin carrying coins in 
trouser pockets? I don’t know, but 
in 1811, most people may have 
still carried their coins in a pouch 
or “change purse.” 

And just what could be bought 
with those early coins, which are 
so sought after today? Now we 
know. On the last of the 
Messenger' s four pages, listings 
are printed of several kinds of in¬ 
teresting information, which in¬ 
clude that week’s PRICES OF 
MERCHANDIZE and especially 
the up-to-date meat, poultry, and 
dairy prices in THE MARKETS. 

The products seen in the 
‘Merchandize’ listing remind us 
that America’s economy in 1811 
was still overwhelmingly agricul¬ 
tural. No items requiring exten¬ 
sive manufacturing facilities are 


PRICES OF MERCHANDIZE. 


Ashes, pot rincl pearl, per ton, - 85 u 90 <//*. 

Mutter, 1st £^2d qual. for ship. * Ida 14 cts~ 

Beans, white, bush, .... 125 a 133 cts. 
Cheese, Am. lb. 8 a 10 cts. 

Cider, liquor, bbl.. 200 a 225 cts. 

Flax, lb. -.14 a 15 cts. 

Flour, sup..9} a 9J &s. 

Feathers, Am. live geese, lb. - 60 a 65 cts. 

Com, bush..105 a 110 cts. 

Rye, do.. 100 a 108 cts. 

Oats, do..44 a 45 cts. 

Hops, new,. 8 a cts. 

Hogs Lard, 1st and 2d qual. lb. 14 u 16 as. 


THE MARKETS. 

BccF, freeh per lb.6 a 9 cts. 

Fork, do. in hogs, per lb. - • - G a 7 cts. 

Veal, lb..- 7 a 9’ cts. 

Mutton, lb.- 5 a 7 cts. 

Poultry, lb. ........ 11 « 13 cts. 

Butter, fresh, lb..20 a 23 cts. 

Eggs, doz. 14 a 16 cts. 


STOCKS. 

Six per Cents,.97i a 97} per ct. 

State Note®,.96 a 97 do. 


EXCHANGE. 


Bills on London, 

30 days, 

• • 

17 per ct. 

dit. 



ALMAKACK. 




Nov. 8. Sun ri.i4s 

i 3 m. after 7, sets 

3 

m. before 5. 

9, 

do 

4 

do 

7, do 

4 

do 

Tm 

10, 

do 

5 

do 

7, do 

5 

do 

5. 

11, 

do 

6 

do 

7, do 

6 

do 

5. 

12, 

do 

7 

do 

7, do 

7 

do 

5. 

13, 

do 

9 

do 

7, do 

9 

ilo 

5. 

14, 

do 

10 

do 

7, do 

10 

do 

5. 


Nov. 9.—Cape Cod first settled, 1620. 
12.—C. P. Castine. 
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listed here! These prices seem to be those paid by merchants, because most 
quantities listed exceed the short-term needs of city families, then or now. 

In the ‘Markets’ listing, however, we see quantities and prices which are related 
to those we find when shopping today. The economics of meat and dairy production 
and storage were different in those days with no refrigeration, but the items in the 
list can make us feel closer to family shoppers of that era. The prices also remind 
us that large cents which would be priceless to us were the small change of that day. 

Nine of those (formerly) MS60 1811 cents jingling in your purse would 
purchase a pound of the highest quality beef. Seven AU50 1810 cents would buy 
a pound of good pork. Spending thirteen XF40 1809 cents would bring you a pound 
of the best poultry. 

However, in buying butter and eggs, you might want to use some of those 
aggravating “cut” Spanish fractions that always sifted to the bottom of your purse. 
Otherwise, you could tediously count out 23 of your VF 1798 cents for a pound of 
the best butter, or you could spend sixteen F12 1793 cents to purchase a dozen large 
eggs. 

How do 1811 prices compare with today’s? Poultry is relatively less expensive 
now, the result of modem large-scale agricultural production. Eggs were high, 
reflecting the difficulty of carting a perishable, fragile product to market over 
miserable roads. Butter was even higher. In fact, if an unskilled laborer in 1811 
made one or two shillings a day (1 shilling=12 pence=24 cents), then every one of 
these food items was much more expensive then than it is now. With even the 
cheapest beef priced at six cents per pound, we can see why most families put meat 
on the table only once a week. Six cents might be a quarter of a day’s wages! 

Outside the secure eastern seaboard, it was a brave time. Hostile Indians in the 
pay of British agents massacred families on the western frontier. Warships from the 
“mother country” stopped American merchant vessels on the high seas and 
kidnapped sailors into the near-slavery of British naval service. Outraged Ameri¬ 
can statesmen, and blunderers serving insane old King George, would soon 
precipitate their two nations into another war. In 1811, not all Americans could 
concern themselves with news about miraculous steamboats and the price of beef 
at the city market. 

But the confidence of the newspaper’s editor, and of his country, was justified. 
The morning of the previous day (November 7th), a young general from Virginia 
named William Henry Harrison had defeated the Indians in battle at a place called 
Tippecanoe, although this news would not reach the east coast for several more 
days. Many of those who read the paper that Friday morning lived to see their 
country grow into a young giant on the world stage, and our prized early cents, small 
change to the Americans of 1811, are our keepsakes of those times. 
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Andy Skrabalak 


Alynne Skrabalak 


ANGEL DEE’S 

COINS AND COLLECTIBLES 
P.O. Box 5234, Woodbridge, Virginia 22194 
Phone /Fax 703/491-0336 

NGC Authorized Member / Dealer 
Members: ANA, MSNA, NACA and VNA 



THE SENTRY BOX 

World Coins 
Box 6112 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

Chris Maniscalco 
(757) 721-5331 


PAPER MONEY 

ANA-52964 VNA-711 

Do you really want the BEST PRICE for your paper money ? 
Then don't sell until you get my offer I I buy collections, 
estates and hoards. Dealers, I want to buy from you, too I 
Telephone or send a general list of what you have for sale. I’ll 
travel to you for lots that warrant. Buying since 1964. 

JAMES A. SPARKS, JR. 

P.O Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145 (704) 633-5177 


SATiSFi€D 

CUSTOMERS 

sre Our best. 



U.S. Coins 

Doug's Coins 

Buy - Sell - Trade - Appraisals 



DOUG SEAL 

3 .0. Box 598 
Crozet, VA 22932 


Phone 

(804) 823-8096 
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SHOW CCLENDAR 

1998 

NOV. 12-15 BALTIMORE, MD 

Baltimore Convention Ctr. 


SUBURBAN WASHINGTON / 
BALTIMORE COIN SHOW 


DEC. 5-6 Fishersville, VA 
Augusta Expoland 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
COIN CLUB 


1999 

MAR. 18-21 BALTIMORE, MD 
Baltimore Convention Ctr. 

APR. 24-25 VIENNA, VA 
Community Center 

JUN. 10-13 BALTIMORE, MD 

Baltimore Convention Center 

OCT. 2-4 ANNANDALE, VA 

8333 Little River Tnpk. 


SUBURBAN WASHINGTON / 
BALTIMORE COIN SHOW 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
COIN CLUB SHOW 

MARYLAND STATE 
NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S.& FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


CERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 
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MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOEL P. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


GAVALOEIR COLLECTOBLES 

RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 
(757) 249-4387 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 

We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock 
Free Price List On Request 
ANA 50230 / VNA 75 


Post Office Drawer 6127 | Newport News, VA 23606 

757-596-3183 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in the 
Hammond Jr. High School cafeteria, 4646 Seminary Rd. in Alexandria. For 
info contact Alynne Skrabalak, P.O. Box 5234, Woodbridge, VA 22194. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at the 
Robert Smith Studio, upstairs, at 105 North 1st St., Charlottesville, Va. 
For information write to BRCC, 1561 Dairy Rd., Charlottesville, VA 22903 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Tuesdays at the Golden Corral 
Restaurant, 1185 Seminole Trail (Rt. 29 N.) in Charlottesville, Va. For info 
contact Sec.-Treas. Jim Luck, 301 E. Market St., Charlottesville, VA 
22902. Ph. (804) 295-1765. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Volunteer Fire Dept., Collinsville, Va. For information write to Piedmont 
Coin Club, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd 
Tuesdays in Meeting Room 2 of the Central Rappahannock Regional Library, 
Caroline St., Fredericksburg, Va. For information contact Harry Frank, 
5923 Cascade Dr. Fredericksburg, VA 22407. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the First 
Union Bank Bldg., 7 N. 8th St., Richmond, Va. For information contact Jim 
Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Roanoke 
Main Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va.. For information contact 
Emmett Yonce, 2040 Roanoke Rd, Daleville, VA 24083. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays 
at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., Fishersville, Va. 
For info contact Linwood Wilkes, RR 6, Box 570-A, Staunton, VA 24401 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 
4809 Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. For 
information contact Malcolm Gutterman, P.O. Box 1145 Norfolk, VA 23501. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm 
at Sammy & Nick’s Steak House, 2718 W. Mercury Blvd. in Hampton. . For 
information write to: VPCC, P.O. Box 4324, Newport News, VA 23604. 
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VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

Applicant Sponsor 

Steven Anderson, Richmond, Virginia (Jr. Mbr.).Jim Ruehrmund 

Tom Anderson, Richmond, Virginia (Jr. Mbr.).Jim Ruehrmund 

Donald B. Andrus, Annandale, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Donald Apte, Vienna, Virginia.Mike Capen 

Fred Ayer, Annandale, Virginia.Mike Capen 

Kathleen Bannon, Central Falls, Rhode Island.Steven Ellsworth 

William Bannon, Central Falls, Rhode Island.Steven Ellsworth 

Gordon Berg, Rockville, Maryland.Mike Capen 

Vince Blume, Bedford Hills, New York.Mike Capen 

Bill Bright, Cedar Falls, Iowa.Mike Capen 

Haim Burns, Beachwood, Ohio (Junior Member).Larry Gentile, Sr. 

Victor Caroddo, Franklin Square, New York.Mike Capen 

Jack Cipeland, San Antonio, Texas.Mike Capen 

Fred L. Colombo, Oldsmar, Florida.Mike Cappen 

Sylvia S. Cutler, Lorton, Virginia.Mike Capen 

Charles Davis, Wenham, Massachusetts...Mike Caper 

Ruth Dellenger, Charlotte, North Carolina.Mike Capen 

Andrew B. Dixon, Fairfax, Virginia.Mike Capen 

Chip Droege, Hartland, Wisconsin.Steven Ellsworth 

Aaron Earl, Manassas, Virginia (Junior Member.Larry Gentile, Sr 

Mike Earl, Manassas, Virginia (Junior Member).Larry Gentile, Sr 

Ken Fanning, Murfreesboro, Tennessee.Steven Ellsworth 

Michael J. Faraone, Columbus, Ohio.Steven Ellsworth 

Kenneth R. Ferguson, Austin, Texas.Mike Capen 

Paulette Finck, Baltimore, Maryland.Mike Capen 

Stephen Fischer, Granville, West Virginia.Mike Capen 

Emile Garcia, McLean, Virginia (Junior Member)...Larry Gentile, Sr. 
Frank W. Garmon, Centerville, Va. (Jr. Member)....Larry Gentile, Sr. 

Larry Gentile, Sr., New Rochelle, New York.Steven Ellsworth 

Danny Goldstein, Washington, D.C.Larry Gentile, Sr. 

Bill Goetz, Mountainside, New Jersey.Mike Capen 

David Gotkin, Springfield, Virginia.Mike Capen 

Gerald Grzenda, Washington, D.C.Mike Capen 

Daryl Haynor, Vienna, Virginia.Mike Capen 

Mike Higgins, Silver Spring, Maryland.Mike Capen 

Mark Hotz, Brooklandville, Maryland.Mike Capen 

Al Johnbrier, Bowie, Maryland.Mike Capen 

Joann Johnbrier, Bowie, Maryland.Mike Capen 

Edna Johnson, Arlington, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Robert Johnson, Saint Cloud, Florida.Mike Capen 

W.T. Jones, Chesapeake, Virginia.Mike Capen 

Richard Jozefiak, Annandale, Virginia.Mike Capen 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS, Continued 

\pplicant Spons oi 

left Kirby, New York, New York (Junior Member)..Larry Gentile, Sr. 

Gerald L. Kochel, Lititz, Pennsylvania.Steven Ellsworth 

Terry W. Lee, Roanoke, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Nirot Lertchitvakui, N. Arlington, Virginia.Steven Ellsworth 

Betty M. Leister, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania.Steven Ellsworth 

David Leventhal, Boston, Massachusetts.Mike Capen 

Marshall E. Mallony, Richmond, Virginia.Jerry Schmidt 

Philip Mancuso, Hammonton, New Jersey.Mike Capen 

Vernon E. Marshall, Jr., Jessup, Maryland.Steven Ellsworth 

Everette L. Mason, Jr., Richmond, Virginia.Jerry Schmidt 

Jim McGuigan, N. Versailles, Pennsylvania.Mike Capen 

Tom McGuire, Clifton, Virginia.Mike Capen 

John T. McIntosh, Birmingham, Alabama (Jr.Mbr.)..Steven Ellsworth 

Thomas C. McLane, Centerville, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Larry Melton, Old Hickory, Tennessee.Mike Capen 

Fred Ouellette, Seabrook, New Hampshire.Mike Capen 

Gary Parietti, Bedford Hills, New York.Steven Ellsworth 

Stephen Parizer, Tampa, Florida..Mike Capen 

Joseph M. Pelaez, Ashburn, Virginia.Mike Capen 

Ralph Pfau, Peekskill, New York.Steven Ellsworth 

David D. Porter, Swansboro, North Carolina.Mike Capen 

George W. Powell, Jr., Falls Church, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

James Pungello, Gt. Falls, Virginia (Jr Mbr.).Larry Gentile, Sr. 

Jonathan Pungello, Gt. Falls, Virginia (Jr. Mbr.).Larry Gentile, Sr. 

Daniel Ratner, Reston, Virginia.Mike Capen 

Chris Reilly, Reston, Virginia.Mike Capen 

Thomas D. Reynolds, Omaha, Nebraska.Steven Ellsworth 

Bob Robbins, Silver Spring, Maryland.Mike Capen 

Bob Schell, Fairfax Station, Virginia.Mike Capen 

Ted Severance, Galena, Ohio.Mike Capen 

Mike Sacilotto, Airville, Pennsylvania.Mike Capen 

K.V. Seremetis, Morgantown, West Virginia.Mike Capen 

Betty T. Sheets, Yorktown, Virginia.R. Thayer Sheets 

Gerald Swen, Laurel, Maryland.Mike Capen 

Samantha Tanzer,Germantown, Maryland(Jr.Mbr.).. Larry Gentile,Sr 

Joe Thompson, Norfolk, Virginia.Mike Capen 

Benjamin J. Trichilo, Oakton, Virginia.....Don Frederick 

Dan Walker, Peekskill, New York.Steven Ellsworth 

Julia Weikle, Newport News, Virginia.Robert Weikle 

David Weinstein, New Hyde Park, New York.Mike Capen 

Robert L. Whitfield, Chapel Hill, North Carolina.Mike Capen 

Henry Wiener, Richbro, Pennsylvania.Mike Capen 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS (CONTINUED) 

Wcant Sooner 

Bob Williams, Baltimore, Maryland.MikeCaS 

rh e rktnnh Wr 'v ht ’ Ca 5 pbells Port ’ Wisconsin .Steven Ellsworth 

Christopher Young, Pasadena, Maryland.Mike Capen 

John Youngerman, Whiteville, North Carolina.Barry Ciociola 

Mervyn H. Reynolds 

1919-1998 

Major Mervyn (Merv) Hart Reynolds, U.S. Army (Ret.) of 

Mai^,p 0rt h N h W H’h Va ' d ' ed 3t h ' S home on Sept> 4> 1998 - A native of 

Maine, he had been a resident of the Virginia Peninsula since 1948 

Sf. S avet h eran of . W ° r,d War I' and Korea, and was interred with 
full militaery honors in Arlington National Cemetary. 

Merv was widely known to collectors through his business 

binp7\/MA C0 | in t S ' f' n D .® nbi 9 h ’ Va - and his many club affiliations. He 
at 'ts founding in 1959 as a charter member, and was one 
of the founders of the Virginia Peninsula Coin Club in 1954. He served 

t6rmS as president of the Peninsula Club, and at the time 
o h's death was a member of the club’s Board of Governors. Merv was 
also a long time member of the American Numismatic Association, 
having received his fifty year membership award two years ago 

Merv is survived by his wife, Van Vu Reynolds, five sons a 

wSmIV a A SISter a - nd Six 9 randchildr en, to all of whom the Virginia 
Numismatic Association extends deepest sympathy. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB’S WINTER SHOW 

The Shenandoah Valley Coin Club will hold its Winter Coin Show Sat. & 

fnH w DeC ' 5 k 6 ’ 19 2 8 at Augusta Ex P°land on 1-64 between Staunton 
Inn V ^ ay r n f S f b0r °\ Hours are: 10 am - 6 pm Sat., and 11 am - 5 pm 
Sun. For Information, call Jim Ryder at (540) 886-4606. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB’S CHRISTMAS MEETING 

The Richmond Coin Club's Christmas meeting will be held at 7 pm on 
Tuesday, Dec. 1, at Extra Billy's Restaurant, 5205 West Broad St. in 
Richmond. Visitors are welcome. Reservations are NOT 
reqmred; order from the menu and pay your individual check. There 
will be a numismatic Christmas gift for everyone who attends. 
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THE 

COIN 

EXCHANGE 

OF 

VIRGINIA 


COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES. COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BUY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 



BILL WILKERSON 

PRESIDENT 


MODERN COIN INC. 



212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (804> 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 






















PUBLIC AUCTIONS 

ALAN BLAIR 


WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOST AUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG OF OUR NEXT SALE 


5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 
RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 


BUTTERNUT 

BUILDER & SELLER OF GREAT COIN COLLECTIONS 

(We Buy it All.... discreatley) 

SPECIALIST IN EARLY AMERICAN COPPER COINS 

(Over 4,000 Large Cents in Stock) 

For Dealers: Simply the Best.. Table & Case Covers 

T able 'Nylon Cordura Fabric,Double-Interlocking Zippers 

Electric Blue or Money Green SI 10. (includes shipping) 
Qcise Covers : Nylon Cordura Fabric,Double-Interlocking Zippers 
Fits all Standard Cases. Black $43 (includes shipping) 



COLONEL STEVEN K. ELLSWORTH 
PO BOX 498 

CLIFTON, VIRGINIA 20124-0498 
(703) 802-0252: FAX (703) 802-0253 
e-mail: Buttemut@gslink.com. 








THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST 
Index to Volume 34,1998 

Hen Franklin’s Influence On Money, by John Fariss.Jan., p. 4 

Book Review,Confederate States Paper Money by A Slabaugh.Sept. p.18 
Buttenut Bites, by Col. Steve Ellsworth 

1. Attending Coin Shows.Jan-. P- 8 

2. Building a Library.May, P. 12 

3. Creating Young Collectors.Sept., p. 9 

Gresham’s Law Again.July, p. 23 

How Much Was a Large Cent Worth?, by Red Henry.Nov.,p. 11 

Confederate Coinage.Mar., p. 6 

List of Dealerts at the ‘98 Show.Nov., p. 9 

National Coin Week, 1998.Mar., p. 9 

Obituaries Franklyn R. Hatch.Mar., p. 12 

James M. Killingsworth.Mar., p. 12 

Mervyn H. Reynolds.Nov., p. 20 

Raymond H. Williamson.Mar., p. 12 

Arthur W. (Bill) Wilkerson.Mar., p. 12 

Portland Report. ‘98 ANA Convention , by Jerry Schmidt.Sept., p. 6 

The Great “Should Dealers Stay At Shows Until The Close 

On Sunday” Debate, by Ed.Kuszmar...May, p. 9 

The Latest From Japan (Suits with silver threads).Sept., p. 11 

The Saga of Sir William Phipps.July, p. 11 

Us Collectors Pay a Heavy Toll by Clay W. Everhart.Mar., p. 10 

VNA’s 1998 Convention & Show.Nov., p. 4 

Virginia Ancestral Currency, Coins of Alexius I and 

Isaac II, by Red Henry.May, p. 6 

Where Do VNA’s Members Live ?.May, p. 5 

Extra copies of all of the 1998 issues are available, at $1.00 each, 
postpaid. Send orders to : 

VNA 

712 Westover Rd. 

Richmond, VA 23220-6327 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


WANTED: “Spottswood” Civil War Medal,7th W.Va. Battalion, 1865, Horse¬ 
shoe on top inscr,”We Have Crossed the Mountains”,cloverleaf below, 
R/W/B ribbon. M.L.McDonald. POB 808. Winchester. VA 22601 _ 

CONFEDERATE medals, badges, ribbons: UCV, SCV, etc.lllustrated bimonthly 
Newsletter. Subscription $15.00; free sample copy for #10 SASE 
MBR Newsletter. P.O. Box 451421. Atlanta. GA 31145 _ 

WANTED:Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for 
my personal collection. Please describe and price. 

Ned Lea. 8704 Kings Mill Place. Raleigh. NC 27615 _ 

FOR SALE: 1998 VNA Convention wooden nickels; 50c ea. + SASE 
VNA c/o Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial Heights. VA 23834 

FOR SALE: 100 antique pewter ingots of U.S. Bicentennial History, cost 
$1000: make offer. Lou Doucet. Box 1555. Petersburg, VA 33805. _ 

RARE VA CIVIL WAR SCRIP FOR SALE. Very low grade, but several are “2- 
4 known”, one is unlisted; also VA colonials. 

David Consolvo. POB 153.Covesville. VA 22931: (804) 293-4371 _ 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & 
receive a “FREE” currency price list. Happy Collecting! 

Barrv Ciociola. PO Box 71646. Durham. NC 27722-1646 _ 

WANTED: Tokens from Maine, New Hampshire & Vermont; also collect 
tokens from Va., D.C. & Baltimore. Many available for trade. 

Jim Cooke. P.O. Box 7104. Charlottesville. VA 23906-7104. _ 

CASH: $200 to $800 for named Sampson Medals awarded for 1898 West 
Indes naval engagements. Multiple bars & specific ship determine price. 
Charles Pfeiffer. 1401 Druid Rd.. Maitland. FL 32751. (4071 644-0085 _ 

WANTED: Wooden nickels with buffalo facing right. Describe and price. 
Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave.. Colonial Heights. VA 23834 _ 

WANTED: ELKS-both BPOE & IBPOEW tokens. Price & describe in 1st letter. 
J.M. Boswell. P.O. Box 428. Gambrills. MD 21054-0428 _ 

WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. 
Darvl C. Soelbrina PO Box 633 Vienna. VA 22183. 17031 938-7267_ 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 
712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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COLLECTORS CHOICE 


BUY - SELL 

* COINS * STAMPS * JEWELRY* 
* BASEBALL CARDS * 

* GUNS * KNIVES * SWORDS * 

LINDA HULL & VINCE BULMAN 




5441 Virginia Beach Blvd. 

Suite 120-121 
Virginia Beach, VA 23462 

TEL. (757) 497-5950 * * FAX (757) 557-0540 

e Mail collcoin@visi.net 
Web Site http://www.coincollectables.com 
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